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Like meny Irish counties vonegal showe two aress markedly

different in charscter, North and weest of & line

v drawn from
‘onegal town to Letterkenny the tountry 1s mountainou

largely barren (fig, ls), with & coastal ares showing for the

most part typleal congested areas except on the south, wher

econdltions ere wowe fevourable (fige, 4 and 8). Th

L= ]
part of the county hes 2 more fruitful soll, though
bétter climate, iere there are districte of large t:

farms, formerly much glven up to flax cultivati
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<8 conslderable, though diminishin y 3 ply, ich former-
1y -"‘i‘--'f'-G)?r-ef}d numerous creameries, in-titut? the werstern

agricultural districts lselk (1).

The only moderately level land lles in ¢

C.‘""'f."._, -_n',]_{'rc "{v‘: -I}-1-1,_1 north

N=west of the county ere the two parallel
ranite ranges, the Jerryvengh Mountai . & he lendowan
Mountaine, separated by the nerrow Cwesbera Rift - | ien Veagh,
The highest summit is Dooish (2,147 feet) in the middle of t 1€
—_—
rerryvenghs, overlockinz loeh Ver in the rift velley, Like
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irallel range runsg in the seme
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of this ig the flate-topped Muckish (2,107 feet), his Muckishe

1€ plain of e Ropses (1),
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4.
direction but on a emaller =cale to that of the Caledonian
Fault, which traverses the Secottish Highlends in a similar
manner. An important syncline of carbeoniferous limestone,
gbout six miles in mesn width, of the ssme kind ss the great
1imestone field of the Central Plein, curves around the west
coast from the southern boundery of the county to Bruckless
nesr Killybegs (1). Primitive limestone, which ocecurs 1n
scattered patehes in the schist and granite of the cosstal
plain districts, #8 a boon to the crofting commnities that
work the acid pesty solls of these barren localitles,

Most Donegal rivers sre tortuoues eand slow at source and
then develop great speed and beeome rocky one 80 two miles Irom
their mouths, The rivers in the valleys between the parsllel
ridges flow either east to the Foyle or north-east e, or southe
west to the Atlantie Ocean, The principal easte-flowing river

is the Finn, North of Donegal Bay the main river flowin gouthe=

west is the Gweebarsa, which enters the bey of that name, The

Lo |

1ine of its valley « the Gweebars Rift « 1s continued northe

eagt by thet of the Owmncerrow, draining Glen Veagh and Lough
Veagh end entering Sheep Haven on the nortl. coast. rrigel,
Aghléd More (1916 feet), and Muckish are separsted by the Tulle-

rhobegly end Ray Rivere respectively whiech, together with the

Clady, separate the line formed by those peaks from the parallel

o

Derryveagh ridge. Between Errigal and Aghla is Lough Altan
drained by the Tullaghobegly, and at the foot of & rrigel on the

south-west sre Lough Dunlewey end the two Loughs Nacung, drainec
by the Clady.

- .

1, The Donegal Highlands, peXV1l, 1913,
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Lough Foyle, In all the bays
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aturally in different typees of ;
fey, sandy, sunny or shadyj; and so

[ferent types of rocks, and more

derived from these rocks, are apgenc!

in determining the natural vegetat
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s ve gan expect suen regions to be

fertile s0il, except where cultivable

41 ]

[

m

Kanes, The Industrial Re

of Ireland”

=
[

=3 1 % ¢ 1 44 - e B
rock, but even then the drift ususlly

thé underlying rockj on gran!
rte, quartzitie. The grenite anc
Donegel highlende sre bare of drift
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the cerboniferous belt sround megal Bay (FPilg.6) 18 there
any rellef from the moorland and boggy streteches correlative

<

with sehistose and grenito

rn

1 drift depositds, Here the soil
is friable and warm whilet elsewhere it ie cold snd gritt
The total areas of the county is 1,163,581 secres, whilst

three«fifths of this consiste primerily of beg and mountain

lend; only 14% of it i1s under crops. (1)

That the whole region wss rubjeet to severe glaciation
is amply testified by the prevelence of the eustomary
glaecial indiecations, ihe bald rounded summits vare of ev

vestlige of vegetation, are deeply stristed, indicating thet

the period of meximum glsciation, not even the highe: pealkiks
projected as nunatake sbove the lge-surface The ebundence
of roches moutonnees and erratics, the largest of which, the

size of & cottoge, ir gltuated at Crolly reilwey statio

been deep enough, or at the bottomof gullies, or in
road-metal quarrying sites, Meny of the houses on the grani
platforms in the townlends of Annegry and Loughnaneorsn

1, Ireland, Statlistiecel Abstract 1938, F.47,

€« ds K, Charlesworth. "The Glaclal Geology of the North-west
of Ireland," Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy
XXXV1l. Pe 182,
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Roseses, are erccted on areas from which the present tenar
fathers cut their turf, In such plages Intensive croft

ferming in the pockets of r dual peat 1s an interesting

feature of the sgricultural life of the distriect. The

o

r

drift underlying the pert bede 1s uniformly of e chalky hue

due to bleaching by the chemical processes characteristie

of peaty eoil conditions, Of a grey grevelly texture 1f

located between the peet end underlyins rock,. A decided

disadvantage 1n the structure of thie drift 1s the absence

dlsintegr: into coarse sand whieh is not only poor and

unproductive but suffers the addionel disadvantage of bei

easlly denuded from the parent roec thereby preventing a

accumulation necessary for a depth of soilj when mixed wit

lime the resgult 1es uesuslly a highly productive soil, In
meéetamorphic aresa the quentity amd quality of the so0il be:
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has altered the rocks, Roeks belongin

schist series are usually bsd =o0il producers, except when

containing inliers of limestone, In thies weat constal
region, the presence of such ¢alesreous rocks can be

detected from & digtance by the orsis-like patches of gr

o
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e land in a desert of sterile moorland and pesty
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In the south a:

the preveiling sterility

this strip of coast, Here 1e

estone, (Fig, 6),

s
&
s

the Ice Age (1),

confined to areass of thick drift (2).
of wetness or dryness, the character

nffects vegetation ir

Owing to the fert]

abuvndance of l1lim he rile

gleciasl drift, wia have here concent
125 to 266 per square mile, only met
gheltered valley of the & y ookl
The poverty of the soil is in ma
only to the physical condltlions alre

coast of Donegel were really

flowing with greet repldity in  of
the fertility of the soil reall iepe
variety of its component parts, the i
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the most ferti
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1l.

the e¢limate permite of being cultivated, The rivers therefore,

ave & gingle funetion - dralnsge, and the agricultursal
ivanteces that would aecerue from fluviel depcosités are lost
h flooding and youthful drainage,

Erosion and deposition both on an extensive scale ere
everywhere visible on the cosst, Bluff headlands, rapldly
eroded by the Atlantic end rarely gusrded st their base by
a protective shelf of shingle are the outstanding fe=tures
of the southerly districts.

At the heads of tidal estuaries in whieh 1ie corngt
abounds extensive mud flate are left when the tide recedes,
The encreaching vegetation at the wanter's edg:
reclaiming some of these deposits and is especially
noticeble on the littorina st Gortahork and Trawenagh Bay.

)f sll types of depesition blown sand 1s the most

-
1

evident, more extenelve areas are located in

Sheephaven snd Pollagulll Bay, in EKillyness Bay, Gweedore
Bay, Gweebera Bay, Loughros More Bay, and Teelin Bay,
Everywhere the prevailing wind 1s causing the moblle sand
to migrate at the expense of agricultursl holdings in the
mmediate hinterland, Of the srens thus affected those
of Gweedore and Dunfanaghy (Sheephaven) merit special
reference. At Maghergellon, Gweedore, hundreds of eacres

re affected and it is feared that the entire ares will be

lef't desolete unless protective messures ere more vigofrously

resent, Six houses at pregent rec tened
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populous area is a waete of "red sand’, In 1843 the
estate was bought by the then Lord Leitrim who suceceeded
in planting extensive reaches of the mobile sand with bent
and so anchoring it (1). As the roots of the bent matted
and an annual accumulation of humus fertilised the surface
covering, a varlety of plant forms amenable o such an
environment flourished, It is interesting
acsoclations sre abesent owing to the porous nature of the

The permanency of fixestion is undermined by raebblits,
The burrows allow the free play of wind on unprotegted
surfaces with a conseguent erosion that undermines the
area affectceds mobllity eventuslly results, Rabbits
were encouraged on Horn Head and the viecinlty because
thelir fur, for menufacture into hats, realised s good
price, during the Anglo-French wers around 1800, The
dunes eround Dunfansghy were [itly ealled the Rab
warprens (2).

When we vefer to Yeoll" as suc n the west coanst
off Donegel, we must remember that there is little soil
ag we know 4t - a compound of wminersl detritus, b

peaty medium which, through the energy ol e crofte:

t=J

te
c

e been brought to a fairly igh degree of fertillty,

- » " - 4 B " - A . - |
1s o Cwynna. 11 IWOAYE & DYOWEYE 11 Jonegel and Antr
] 9 . J : .

-

2+ Ordnence Survey 1836, Donegel, Sheet 185.




16,

If the Donegeal crofter cessed gultivatin

he could cut and wind his= former

fuel Jjust a8 he could the turf
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be acld or sour, Peat, any aciduous soil, may be
considered as raw humue aeccumulated under & covering of
)eather, cotton-grass, bog-moss, or any other moorleand

plant,. Under heather the rew humus forms & felted mas

whieh interferes with the e¢irculation of the eir and

r

ater in the soll, and especially inders the evaporation

of super¥luous water, The formation of the humus under

rgenlie scids, which sccumulste and cause chenges
pre judicial to the gdrowth of moest plante, In forests
and under c¢lose masses of heather the plant remalns
decomposeé slowly and tend to accumulate as raw mus ,
light and alr being deficlent.
For such peat to form, especilal climatlie condition:
were necessary, A prolonged period of wetnesg, with

ennual average rainfal)l of at least 40
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in the Atlentle and Sube-Atlantic periocds of post-glaci:
time give ue 8 measure of the reininess of t e period:

Prior to this, the retreat of the ice wes succeeded b
on of continental tree forms principally conifers
dominant species being pine snd bireh, (3). The chany

¢ Dr, WeB48mith,
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are peculilarities of importence,

19,
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bottoming out the bog, corkers,

vertiecally, were found,

general,

off snd lylng
close to the corker, and only
1s generally the cece

the treee having fallen before the bog

the bog mu:
The

attributed

lumber and

forests in

irect remains
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indieation:

the existence of a former

In combination with

precipitation, (80"
umldity of the air

ives all the summ?it

L

undence

consequent

eather moorland oececurs

complementary factore

uneultiveted moorl:
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the heather on the wet, deep, black bo

gnown everywhere along the

north=east of Glenties where =

reclaimed for industrial purp

O
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ee

Where grazing ie common this

a thinness which is reaclly e

covering,

spell 1s one of the primary du

[

cran

The liming of heather

eather covering

ition

. L U2I1

elad

cultivation; but if the newly recovered

run idle, climatic and so0il eo

to

return to primitive vegetotionsl condit!

the application of lime is only

As & rule the prevalence

of

g

i Vege

to the prevalence of a e¢limatiec type an obe:

olds good for the climetic but not the

gs there 1s 2 wide difference

m

in one elimate

&nda

between

the west coast of Donegal the long

persistent rainfall, the f:

(41° Fooofigs8), combined with

irly low aver

specsking, wet and cool; (58 Fesefig.7)

is essentlally poor in plant

[

naturslly resulting in moorland.

moorland plant

lght 1s smalls & rich soill
large annuel increment, (1)
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naturally & eorollary of an evenly distribute

rainfall

conductive to plant fertility. But the rainfall hac

an important bearing on the effectiveness wit)

within the period of time during which

ipplied manures are rendered availeble s

is eble to meke the fullest use of them. (

heather area 1g manured the c¢haracteristie

disappears because the excess plant food

the manure produces an ingrecse in growth

death, Hill pestures i recognliced ns

because the droppings kill the henther

»f the various fagtors of a physiesl enviro

soll, climate, location, aspect, produce e

assoclation peculier to itself, When th

asgsoclietion 1s allowed to develop unaff
agencles, especially men < and men

interfere to a remarksble degree - it fc

vegetation cover, Thi= natural vegetst

ls known as the Climex Association (2).

The high degree of rainfall in Joneg

produced merely by

évenly distributed over the entire vesr

i a . a
tmbamean o de ko c
Y ANTense I f at Eiven

position of the eounty in the path of the

westerly winds, and 1te rugeged topopgrai

1+ The Manuring of Vegetable Crops. Mini
Bulletjn ?1. !. |':F¢
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Humldity in the north of the county ranges from £8% to 91%.
In July 1t 1s 0% and in January 91k, This high perecentag:
of water vepour in the air hes a chilling effect on the
climete of the eounty, an effect whiech 1e aggraveated by

the smount of surplus surface molsture thst, evem in the
driest seasons, maker the mountein sides impeeséble,and
floods the lakes, These lakes, the result} of
configuration, are scecumulstiones of surfage moisture that
have an adverse influence on the climate of the county. Ir
days gone by few landlords in this eounty did any dreining
and it wes only netursl for their temants-at-will to

neglect this neecessity also, If they had enjoyed socurit
of tenure, defessible only by non-payment of rent --- if, in
fact, they felt they were labouring for themselve s they would
not only womdg have tilled the lend but would have availed
thémsel¥efof any aid to do so. Mueh could be done loeally

by arterilal dralnage end schemes are at prescent on foot ofi
for the reclemation of uncultivable boglend, "The ¢limate
of Donegal is one of her grestest difficulties, in as much
as ites uncertainty militates egainst the assured meturing
of erops; especlelly so does the recurrence of & number of
wet years, Moleture has its advantagee and diecadvantages:

The latter would be minimired i1f 2 well-deviced thorough

system of arterial drainage were prosegcuted by the Govermment.”()

1, Jo N, Murphy. Irelands industriel, political, and social.
fe OUq 1?0.




24

“The Irish Coast Pllot", 8th, Edition, 19630,
Place - MALIN HEAD, Lat, 55°23' N,,Long., 7024' W,
Helght above Mean Sea Level, 208 feet
METEOROLOGICAL TABLE COMPILED FROM 6 - 44 RS' OBSERVATIONS,
AIR TEMFERATURE, RAIN
T
oy N N D
| i JE@ >
. |Mean Mean ~% 2 )
Sine 2 : . @ 2
ade \GJ Dally Nonthly [Extreme T o 'R‘E g— Q)
MONTH -
k ?l '3 w5§ g‘ 3%~$
Y [Max JMin Max Min Max Min :,% _‘g‘:ﬂ @ i § 2
C % (O T 2D
L |
I
°pd °FJ °F4 °FJ °F{ °FJ °F.| % in. in.
January 41| 44| 3 61| 30| 68| 21 |91 |74 | 2,6 | 22 | 2,1
Februsary 41| 46| 3 O1| 30| 69 | 20 |91 | 73| 24| 19| 1,3
Margh 42| 46| 38| 54 | 31| 62 23 (90 (6.8 2,3 | 21 | 1,1
April 45 | S0 | 41 | 69| 34| 69 | 25 |88 | 6.,4] 2,0 | 12 | 0,¢
May 60| 64| 46| 63| 88| 73 | 31 Ged| B40 | 17 | 048,
Jung 64| 69 | 60| 69| 44| 78 | 40 647| 241 | 16 | 1.7
July 87 61 52| 69 41 7§ ae S0 66 2at 18 2.4
August B7 | 61 | 63| 60| 48| B0 | 42 |90 | 6,9 3.5 21 | 1.¢
September SE| 50 | 51| 68| 43| B4 | 36 . |8% (70| 26| 17 | 1.4
Oetober 40 | B35 | 46 | 61 | 37| 73| 32 |90 [7.0]| 3,0 20| 1.5
November 45 | 45 | 42 | 55 | 34 | 61 | 30 |91 |72 3.3 21 | 1.¢
December 42 | 46| 3 63 | 32| 66 | 27 |91 | 7.2 p 24 | 1,0
Means 48| 62 44| 74" 2™ - |- 90 6.8 - | = -
Totals -| - - - - o - - 8.0 234 -
Extreme - - - - - F. 20 - - - - 2..
i Values 8

No., of Yrs,
)beervations

17

(1
(3

) & (Maximum Minimum).
) Maximum Fall during
observetion

to the

(2) Day with ,01
[ IIr's

the 24 ho

next.

P
i1rom

K Mean of highest eagh year and lowest

4
Bil,
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(Contﬂ.)

WIND,

Percentege of Observations,from| Ne. of No, of

Days | Daye

MONTH. g : Gales. T ;
}:iNoEcT - .'|'_1 8 '10 i " 1L 3 ('f'

Janusary 8 4| 3 9|27 26| 13| 110 0
February 7 6| 6]11 | ¢ 20 | 13| 12| O 5 0
Margh 11| 7| 8| 9| 20| 20| 14| 21| © 4 0.2
April 13| 6 H12 | 17| 16 | 1f 13| 1 2 0.2
May 12| 6 (14|15 (18| 12| 18| 12| 1 1 0,3
June 13| 6 (13|12 | 12| 13| 15| 14| 2 1 04:'7
July 6| 4| 9| 8 |12| 16 ) 18] 18| 1 1 ) o 2
August 12| 6| 7| 7 |18/ 17 | 17| 16| 1 2 0
September (10, 4| 6|11 | 23] 17| 15| 13| 1 3 0
Oetober 11| 6| 7|12 | 83| X" 10| 13| 1 4 04!
Novembepr Bl 5| &6(12 | 24| 2 121 12| 1 ; 0
December 7| 4| 4|11 (6] £2| 13| 13/ 0O 7 0
Means 11| 5 11 | 20| 18| 14| 13| 1 - e
Totele - - | = -] - - - - ‘
Extreme

Values - - | ol « | = - - - - - -
Nos of Yerrs S0 20 6

Jbservation

B 0

(4) Visibility less than 1000 metres (1100 yards) at 0700,
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After this the wan in strength to 13, while the sgouth anc

southeweet winds inerease to 26 and 2! regpectively

Rutty who kept a Journal of the weather for half & cent:
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1716 -« 65, noted that most constant over thet period wsas
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wind or northewest Ere recc bout July.

The effectes of wind are sleo scen 2 ] ral
reacneg): where the immediate foreshore 12 w e 1th salt
spray cerrled inland by the ind, e plents show leptation
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to the salty condition of the =om at scant; 1]
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The soelologieal problems of the communa
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their development on the west coanst of Doneg
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ae ,because of the paueity of archacolosicsl
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consldered only through conjecture and tentativ
ihat many existing soecial centres especially t
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also, It is possible that structursl difficulties

upland settlement, whilst an sbundanee of

lation essentially m ritime, and thet pradually mo
inland ees the forest cov ring dlssppe:
The contents of the middens eround Shee
general economy of the soelsl eentres in
Crude axe heads point to an esrly Bronze Age sl
ones indiente a later ogecupation The presence of ectt]
sheep bones besides corn mille of an ancient pattern (1
evidence an economy that wes priomerilsy gricul tural

pastoral; fishing wes also & means of subsister

The close association betweer

".
I |

12 numercug rethes ths dot
this coastline amd the mi%raﬁéq horn t’-:ig.f-l.e-' altitedes, h

been  Suqqested: . as having been dve o the Chang frome .
Sub-sofcnz[ to (dub.Atlante  conditions s Fe end nf e 5».1& ﬂf,&hd;"

. oPhod
accumulation erg‘npeat (8)« In Donegal there sre 215 of f

these rathy

(4), the mejority lying eround the
rn Heade In the vieinity of Dunfensg he y

- . S —
3 24 | L TLEAR LILS LIS i PRELI'OX 1m I.f,,-_s

ot earthworke -« varying in elevation from 30 ft. to 300 ¢

L
above S4Ls (5)4 ===~ the ma jority of whieh lie neer the sandj

1. The Londonderry Sentinel, "MaeS yne-na-doe 118 1
¥1ld Donegal, p.5.

« For an interesting scecount of some midden eontente
"Recent scquisitions from Co. Donegal in the Nation
Museum”, Sean P, 0'Reordein, p.p. 183-187, Proceedin;

of the Royel Irish Aesdemy Vol. XLII, Seetion C. No,
EesEsEvans, Some survivales of the Irish Openfield Syeste
Pe 28, "Geographr". Mapreh 153¢.
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Ordnance Survey, 1836, Done 1,8%heets, 15, 25, 26,
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ated in the inncr space (1). The concentration
of reths around Dunfaneghy indicates the past importance, now
lacking, of this distriect. Cuellar visited the booley-ratl
of the MeClancy-elan overlooking Lough Melvin, where the
flocks and herds were folded in an esr sk enclosure (fece

with stone) 220 ft. in eircumference, rom this snelent

Celtic or pre-Celti¢c settler: pd still retained until th«

4= & Y-
wd i "

end of Bronge Age

for a fisher 1k who probrbly used curz for dee '
o 1w +h +1 A1 - o T4+ wme 3 . }
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1. P. Boissonnade, Life ond Work in Medievasl Europe, 1927, p.78
e« Captain Cuellar's Adventuree in Cor ar 1at «D 1]

Transleted by H, Allinghem, 16887, X

e ReAoBS., MeAllster, The Archaeology of [reland, 1 . 2L TOs
".o jb:.'(:'.u

5, _R.-T. Hevwng. Hr.'r-’E-fY a‘F Irctand. 1937, P-4
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o6,

by clore attentlon to the strueturel festures of the sesbo rds
the location of rsettlements and the framework of thelr so |
économy are much more the produete of the topography

acpect and climete of thelr respective site

Ly
o
]
-
e
- |
3
=gy
o

diectates of cu:pr » It 1s reasonsble to expect the anci

settlore or thelr Celtie suceessors developing a soecial and
agricultural system determined by their physical enviromment
rather th'n imposing an organisation on a region physically
unsulted for suech a syetem,

The Celts, who arrived about 400 B.C. fﬂ],ir?rod_cnd

thelr system of hurbendry with ite Infield and Qutfield

divieione, the latter oceupyin
communal Jand,(2), The idea of collective ovnership of
the land was never quite lost sight of, but an owner:
confined to a select family g VUp) e——ssmsmmention of
private ownership of lend is present in our oldeet
manuseripts, Outside the Brehon Laws there is little
mention of this eommunal possession of lands, snd even the
references there treat it ss a "dim memory of the seventh
eentury® (3). There are even historiesl traces that,prior
to thies timq Rerdes were common property, but after it, private

ownership of ecattle became general(4). MeNeill pointes out

ls ReAyE,MeAlister, The Archeaeology of Irel

E ]:tl' 1 .-' ) _J L] -1'? L
2¢ We Ry Kermcck, Humen Environment snd Progress, 1927, p.58,
3¢ Fy We Joyce, A Sociml history of Ancéent Irelend, 1903,

Vol, 1. P+1856,
te Py Bolesonnade, Life end work in Medievs) Burope, 1627,
Pes "He




37 e
that the tribal land, (tuath) wes not held in eommon by ¢

tribe ,snd such a practice never existed in the sneient Irish
agricultursl system, The origin of such an erro

land was held in eommon with s periodie redistributien of

=

rips, wi's caused by the misunderstanding of the worit fine!,

which means'gfsmily', and not 'a tribe', (1). The 'deirbfine!,
or family land was not subjeet, cs in leter time: to the law
of primo-geniture, but to ghaevelkind within the fine', whiech

embreced four generations{s). Thie progedure, reelly based on the

dea of private property, probsbly led to the modern con jeeture

thet the lend in the tuath wee held 1n eormon )nly pasture-

lend and bog were the chief areas outside the crsble that were

4

.

thue held, After the hsarvert the arable became prrt of the

common greging, As the result of inv etigations in Donegal,

Coughlan eoncludes that the lgnd was never held in com n,
because rundale pointe towsrds privete ownerehip (2).

The prectiee of ghevelling the &rlyh}ite every two or
three years (32) gredually fell into abeyance until the only
commonsge wae bog and pasture, where a recognised number of
cattle from eneh person graged, Before this the private

property of a Celtie fem

(=]

ly within the "fine', was limited to
household goods, ecsttle, grrden and house and tempor:-ry

uvsufruet of asreble holdings (4).

—— .

-
L]

Ee McNelll, Early Iriesh Lawe end Institutione,p.l2.,
2e¢ Ds Coghlan, The Ancéent Land Tenures of Irelsnd. 1033, p. 5%
oWy Joyces A soelal history of Ancient Ireland, 1903.
‘JGl. 1' p.l G
4¢ Py Bolssonncde~ Life snd work in Medievel Europe, 1927, p.80,
5. The Ancient land Temuves of Zeland. 19:3, p.9




58,

On thils coastline the observanees regulfiting the lives in
a Celtic community of the type loeated in south-east England,
muet have been severly adapted to suit loeesl conditions,
Coaration, and large scale farming eperntions eould not have
been feasible on terrain that today permits only of epade work,
or ploughing in a small way, The small se¢gle n
economy prevailing must have been akin rather to that in
Brittany, an analogous struetural unit, than to a type loested

in a softer phyeicel beckground,

o

Whetever the origin of runrig, it ls certain thet 1n
early times the human settlement hed three primary requitmments
(1) a supply of water, (2) a greging area, (3) land sultable
for tilling, The configuration of the flelde, and the farm
economy, eventually practised in any new settlement was the
recsult of the Interplay of the major fesetore, phys=lography,
the tillage implements used, and custom,

The appearence of eny cultivated ares—-and the areas of

Celtic social development were cultiveoted = is chiefly due

: to the shape of the fields, which in turm is due to the
coneception of ownereship of the land, The i1dens of a
community isolated from sdjaccnt eentres on the west Donegal
cotst, and in close conteet with 1its enviromment, would tend
toc become stereotyped in thelr isoclation and lack that
flexibility resultent from a brosdening of the soeiasl horlizon,

‘monget the Celts two fleld forms seem to have been common (1),

-

l. Henri Hubert. The Crestness 2nd Decline of the Celte.
1934, p.24H,
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the closed field and the long open field, The first type,

whieh 1s common to Ireland snd makes 9 landesenpe of hedges

ls located in those erees where the more primitive second form

The long open field is the typical field of
-

4 Al
————

has since gone,
rundeale culture, with ite surfece prtehed with veriously
eoloured strips. It 1s associsted with commune) practices,

8 regards fallow, whiech msy have possible

particularly 1
A

partition,
Whilst no particular field shspe prevails on this west

coast there 1s e universal predominence of stri and square

fleld, or ecorn-plot, cultivats ng for example, the strips

singuler order renge the rond froro Magheraroarty to Meenlersh

4

gouth of Ballyness Bay, and likewise “ts Johh's Peninsule
Donegal Bays and examples of the squere fleld and corn plot
culture are seo-beewn loested 1in the mountain valleys of Boyle

Owenes, and the constal townlends of nafeet and Annsgery,
In Ranafist some of these cornplots are Jjust about six feet
by ten, the sige depending on the area of the pocket of
cultiveble g0il in the granite outerops, or where a petech
has been reclaimed from the waste of moorlend, Sue
types, with stone diteches or peat belks, are native to the
whole of the west coget of Irelsnd, There 1s a tendency,
however, to have those flelds which are rectenguler with
their narrow side to the rosd, £0 Af & maximum number of

holdings will have a rord front geé, thereby frellitating

trensport and communiecstiont the holdings freing south
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40,
on the Gweedore estuary sre so positioned. Thie seems to
have been a primery consideration in the disposition of

S

hoBdinge in the land tenure system of ancient Ireland (1).

Wherewer porsible, holdinges heve road frontsge and even if

8 soclal centre 1s surrounded by moorland, the village path

a—

cute through the house cluster, ses in the Bogegh Glebe erofts,

Everywhere along the coasst the erofter settlements are the
reclaimed portions of mountein waste, whether it be the
densely populated comstal srea, the lskesides, or the

sheltered velleys, (fige, 4 and 5). Lekeside cultivatic

™

especlally on the lske deltas (2) is en especinl feature of
Donegel erofter liFe, the srable petches being sbove the
winter flood level and lying between the houses and the
lakeshore, Delta cultivetion in the Scottish Highlands
is due, just a

level ground which ¢an be tilled rather than to sdverse

8 in western Donegal, to the spnrsenese of

soll conditions (8). Levees at Loughanure in the Rocses

rotect reclaimed, hand-built petehes from dbeing inundeted,
On the more inaccessible mountein regions behind Glencolumb-

kille, isclated ferm dwellings, surrounded by their reclaimed
ar:ble pateher with circumembfent mountain graging sre the

ey

results of more recent land troubles rether than the

uninterrupted growth of social nuelei. In the Barony
e Rereans Sananes
ls D.Coughlan, The Ancient Land Tenures of Irelrnd,
Geogrephy, March, 1939, p.33.

e Ge¢ Melklejohn, The Settlements end Roade of Seotlend, 1927,
Pe 14,

183 0 O
s Cfy E4E.Evans, Some Survivsls of the Irish Openfield System,
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Boylagh the isolated communities are reminiscent of the kere
of Brittany (1). The Celtie influence is shown in the
nucleated villages of north and east France with the arsble
lend running down the hill slopes in parsllel bands (2)s

It i1s possible that the origin-l settlements on the
coest were the nuclested type becsuse, as Celtle social
ecentres, the relationship of the 'fine' group and the
distribution of leand would indieste a group movement rather
then an isolsted fsrm culture, The esrly Celtic settlement
eonsisted of & group of huts (3) and 1t is likely thsat they
were the eentre around which the openfield was distributed.
Futhermore, the raths, which ere big enough to eontaln
"/

emall community, are probably protective units of a group

m— .

eulture based mainly on & pestorsl economy with subeidiery

agricultural pursults. The grouping of the raths around

Dunfaneghy and Teelin, whiliet individually belonging to a

aingle farm system (4), represent an asgociation indlcetive
of the group movement. In more recent times the attempts
E E ]

at consolidetion of rundele holdings met with the greatest
opposition not only on eeconomie groungs, but beceuse the

sequestration of houses wos entagonistic to the hereditary
tendencies of the crofter communities, long accustomed to

field and house grouping (65) It 1s likely that the

1.F.8eebohm, Customary Acres ond thelr Historieal importange,
1614, peliB,

c,Henrl Hubert, The Greatness and Decline of the Celte,1054,
Pe = 16,

SeIbid, pe 250,

4,E,E,Evans 'Some Survivals of the Irish ypenfield System”,
Geographys Morech 1930, p.28.

5.Lord George Hill, Facts from Gweedore, Srd. idition, 1854,

I:JQSE.
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dissolution of rundsle (1).
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1end that would be imposesible for e horse-drawn ploughe Un
the West Donegal coast the early crofter tllle his field with
a'wooden espade with an iron point! [1])in all probablility

some form of the loy. The loy in the adjacent county of
Leitrim was "a spsde of uncommon shape, having room only

for the right foot to work on, about 4 inches bro'd =t the
lower end, tapering to a bre:rdth of 5 or 6 inches to where
the foot commences, which is & distance of 1f inches fron

the lower extremity, with a handle sbout 6 feet longe The
hendle or haft, is facshéoned from solid wood, whiech ellps
into en iron socket, edged snd fitted to the timber, in a
strong and permanent, though gimple manner, “ome peopl
who have more strength in the left than the right leg,
cause the rest to be made on the left =ide of the leoy;

M . i 8 - a . " ; . 0
an implement of this kind is called ‘a left-handed 1oy

(2).
It is possible that the Donegal erofter, who could not us=e an
iron spade, had an implement similar to that in use in
Connemsrsa todey (£ige 9+)¢ Thie particulsr spede wi tl
upturned 1ip is ideally adepted for ridge-making or cutting
gode (.“-'cn‘nifb, ap the cutting pressure exerted forces
y4 to turn on the lip, a miniature mould bosrd, snd makee
unnecesgary the turning movement of the caserom. Another |
signific nt point 1s that the method of lesy-bed bullding ,

e

1, Jo Hamilton. Sixty yesrs esperience as £n Irish Landlord,
1‘.?’-’?]. I.‘.":’L}'.
2, Jo MeParlan, Statisticel Survey of Co. Donegal. 1802, pe3Ce
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in a Donegeal croft is similar to that practised in

Connemara, (fig., 10).
Sprde labour whieh 1s the principal means of cultivation
| plays a considersble pert in the erofting economy of the west

| Donegnrl coast, It determines the shapes and size= of the

plote, (Culbhreann), and permite cultivation on the mountainous

T -

' coastline of Donegal Bay and the mountalnous valleys of

| e e

Boylagh that would otherwise be impossible to till,

Such a spede eulture in place of a widespread use of the
' plough is a reliec of western Europesn @ocirl influences (1)
and 1s to be met with in those areas along the seaboard of the
North fea where the rural economy ic prineipally cattle-

breeding and fishing, with agriculture supplementary to them (2)
&Y X ] 3

The crofter todey uses an ordinary metal s nd whe:

oseible a home-made plough (fig.9, and plete 1), The one

i.'-\_

=7

shown here was made from pleces of a pecking ¢are and
wings roughly cut sheets of corrugated iron, he only other
eingular feature of thie drill-plough was the metsl soe. This
crude implement was seen in July 1¢38, &t the house of Alne |
| Sheemtrs, Altnagoire,Renafast,

| Previous to this ploughs were seldom used snd then only
on flat coa=tal stretchesy in south Donegal the ecrofters used
on to the loy mentioned sbowe

a strange inetrument in addit!

-

ls Sigurd Erixon, Western Europesn connections and culture
rel:stions., Folkliv, 1938: 2, p.l168,
2+ Ake Campbell, Irish Fleldes end Houses, A study of Rural

Culture, Besnloldeme, Iml.5, Uimh.l, Meltheamh, 1935,
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for tilling their ecrofts, It conesisted of a crooked stick
with e second grafted Into it to give two handles, he
point of the stick wes iron shods The cost of muking 1t
was ebout halK-a-crown (1) The gener:l appearance nd
method of using this implement must have eclorely resedbled
the breast plough of the Antrim Glens, or that imp use in
Wales, Thies rerembles a lsarge eprde with a long erossbar
wandle, or espreader, at the opyposite end, nnd wae used by

the labourer graesping the ends of the spreader and pushing

the implement with hies body. The Antrim bresst plou

lacks the upturned lip of the Welsh cne (2). When ploughing
was done the two horse plough wes used (3) but in the north
coastal districte the landlords used oxen to pull the plough
in mountain lends. (4). It is possible that they hed seen
examples of such ploughfng emonget thelir tensnts who were
perpetuating the ancient Celtiec custem, The old wooden
plough was used by the erofteres on the Connolly Estete near
Donegal town (5). Thie old Irish plough scems to hsve been
quite common in the county and wses not sup;lanted by the iron
plough until 1830, when the latter was used for the first time
in Rephoe on the east (6). The wooden plough must heve held

sway on the west until a mueh lster date,

ls Jo Hemllton, 2ixty yeares experience es an Irish
18705 pPed7,

2e 14Cs Peante, Guide to the Collection of Welsh x ]
Pe«4l and plate XXV1, '

3¢ Je MeParlan, Statistiesl furvey of Co, Donegel, 1802, p.29

4o Ibid, p«S0,

OS¢ Hes Coulter, The West of Ireland, 1862, p.202,

6« Ordnence Survey Memoms, Donegsl, Raphoe,
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The west Donegal eroft 1s usually divided into

seoctions, the arable land and the rough grezing.

erofter and his femily hsve been industrlous & third

two main

here the

of les~land, used se occasional swx”'ﬁvr and winter pastursge,

is added, The custom 1s to greze the rough pasture

=

ecnstantly and, in the evening, to put the cow on the

Cowe=in-¢calf are kept there as much as posslble,

constant pasturing over the rough gragzing, heath«

and gives way to grassy patehes, which, however,

= P

&

grazed bare, The dieposition of the land 1z thi:

wouse and offices occupy the middle of the hold

immediately around the house liees the arable lean

surrounding sll is the moorland pssture, Where

Owing
s

oy 4
- &
are

nucleus of a few houses 1=z found the seme dilstribut

good, the spprosch to the dwellings being by a cor

n mountainsides the houses agalin ocecupy a centr
but in this c¢ese the rough graging lies above 1t

arable immediately below it (fig.3=nd plete 2),

in the early Celtic community developed on the lines

communiecation snd formed the velns end nerves of

gettlements, (%)
The lea field, while providing some grazing
B regelvies the benefite of a constant manuring

e et

1, See plates 1 and £, in "Donegal Survivsls," (E

Antiquity, June 162
#. Henri Hubert,; The
1034, p«250,

(®]
Q.
G

™
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ie arable lsnd and can at an appointed time be broken up, or
a prrt of 1t tilled, in order to let some other portion of
the arable get a rest. The lea is treated as & reserve
liaeble to periodiec cultivation,

=
|

The customery divisione of a erofter helding sre the
areble and rough pesture, with possibly a lea strip, The
areble is ususlly tilled until exhausted,notwithstanding
that it gets all the manure eollected in the dung hesp
(adileach). -*'Hl't!'n-Ehis‘ conslste of the cleaninge from the
byre sfter stall-feeding one or two cows for the winter
ceason, The amount of sveilable menure is nt 8 minkmum,

jut the stringent effects of the lsek of manure on the
ar:ble 1= relieved somewhat by sesweed snd the simple erop
rotation--- gorn (two or three yesrs), potatoes, and turnips,
gorn, gross, In the eighteenth eentury, before the
introductiony of root erops and consequent rotations, the
g0ll must have been exeeptionally impoverished, The chief
obetacles to good eultivation, epart from conditions of eo0il
and climete, are (1) iInadequate tillsge operstionsgy (2) late
sowlng; (3) bad seeds; (4) continuous eroppings (5) cscareity
of menure and nuglé} in preserving it; (6) absence of
enclosure; snd (7) general apathy, In the last cnse, the
egricultursl migrents who return annually diffabee

teohnical knowledge gathered in Seotlend and Englend, but
are ignored becaure of the lack of resources necessesry for
improvement, and the general tendency to remain adamantly

epathetic: thelr forefathers had & way of doing thinges that

S
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the modern crofter is slowly realizing does not eoncur with
X more recent sgricultursl developments, but methods from which

e cannot suddenly sever himeself owing to the tenacity

of
custom,

Late Sowing

Digging of the ersble rerely takes place before March,
after which comes the manuring and seeding, the latter rerely
: being completed Pefore the end of April, and used bé as late
as June (1), Floughing or @igging after the harvest,
followed by menuring,are never done sg the sutumn snd winter
rainfall is too hervy; menure would be wasted snd the effects
of tillege obliterated in the pesty soilj; low=1lying fields
would become puddled snd the loosening,consecuent o tillage,
would result in the soil on hillsides being wrshed awey, In
some cases the land is trenched immediately efter the harvest
to assist drainage, but generslly it 1s allowed to lie as the
erop left it. So erreful is the crofter in the conservstion
0f his holding that he usually digs across hi: patel, sterting
from the botiom and working up. Ey so doing he conetantly
renews the hesd soil snd prevents erosion, All the erofter's
ﬂﬂ&@nintrennﬁ are locsted on & slope to enfure proper drain:ge

Li

The modern iron spsde is not so easy to work as the loy or

a
O
-

that naturally turns the sod,

‘\

|
|
| Connemsra spede, owing to the =bsence of the 1lip r flange,
|

- S g S ——

l: Ordnance Survey Nemoirs of Donegal, Box.22, Kilmacrensn.
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On the smaller crcftr:pockctr in the rnck,:pe-t covered
ledgees, in fact, eny cultivable eurfacesadjacent to the house
are dug and sown, Froximity to the house is an important
consideration, becaure the esbeence of feneing leaves the
growing corn or potatoes epen to a neighbour': eattle, =nd
a careful eye must be kept sgeinst such depredetions.

The evils of late sowing ere mo:-t obvious in the field,

Cress 1s rarely cut until August snd them Interfere: ith

the additions]l work of the rvest, It 18 true that aft

ét winter, when the land Bas lain untouched, the soll i:

often too waterlogged for

he making f a propéer seed-bed .

s

[f the land were trenched 1 rnufntelj efter the harvest and
Algging begun in e: rly spring, the soll would be sultsble
for ey much eerlier sowing, Oate are usually sown es late
as April, end bsrley and rye after that, This results in
the hrrvest being postponed until the ecuinoectinl storm:
compromise the erop. In one journey in esrly November, 1939,
from Dunfaneghy to Ardare, innumersble petehes vere seen with
sodden '"lying' masses of oats which seemed beyond the trouble

of reaping., This is an exeception rather then ¢ rule, as the
¢orn 18 reaped generslly in October, send is followed in tur !
by rye (ruﬁy;li], potatoee, snd turnipe, ut laxity in |
expediting the harvest i1s still = considerable source of lose

in cereele.

Ihe low Yield of eropes is partly csused by the usdof
] I

poor and degenerste seed because no seed from other district:

is introduced, while the best grein end finest potatoes are
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e

elwayes used for food -niﬁ‘orri stored for seed, The
Depsrtment of Agriculture is trying to rectify this by
distributing certified seed, suitable for impoverished

goil and severe c¢lim:tiec conditions, at a nominel cost

Continuous Cropping.

The eontinuous corn cropping is one cof the worst

of the agricultursl economy of the west Doneggl crofter

The natural fertility of the =o0ll,low at all times, 1i:

further reduced by successive corn erops, or the const:

potato-corn rotation for upwsrde of =ix years before s
plece of lea-land is broken up to grow its first corn
Under the system of rundale & piece of lend wrs under
corn for & =esson, then abandoned to recuperate whille
another wae laid under tribute during the next yesar,

s0 on, until presumably, the eirecult of avalleble land

was complete, and the are: firet broken up had to b

—

" " . isoa
cultivated agsin (£), The lea=lénd s ex susped by

C:T'n'l;;‘-r:-'_ is rested for four years as an infleld grazing

{1]-

features

i
iL'e
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. seawveed, lime and artificisl manure. Before the introduction

of artificial fertiliesers they were conffined to the use of

v 8
-y

lime and szeseand, )ff these, the first two

alone @ extensively use on the crof r holdin » Bnd
today etill plsy the biggest part in the general scheme of

Improvement, Sea-gand is not in fevour amonget the crofters

except from Donegal Beay to Killybege where it has & 1gh
caleium eontent, and when prep:ring gr ung for sowing rye.

Whilet the dung-heap (maoileach),ies no longer
the door (1) there is a decided ignorance of the proper
method of preserving the manure, Ihe rolleach In flig.l«
ie on & glope =0 that the invalusble Jjuieces drain into the
river on the left and so are lost, 'he sole manure gathered
in quantity on most holdlinge l# co lung, although special
care is teken to collect bird dropplnge, The preservation
of manure snd the erection of suitsble middens 1n sheltered |

e 1 - = = s A g - &
that the government

places, 12 one of the many tasks that T C
agricultursl inspectors commissioned in the Gaelt eht
inculcate, Where a crofter does erect » midden it 1e

| usually a e¢irecular pate ith stone %15 gbout £ feet hilgh,
sméared on the outaide and inslde wlth mud,

feaweoed,
one of the most onercus of the erofter's labour
gathering seaweed in spring, ususlly Karch, From the

1, The Devon Report, Vél. l. Peli3f,




beginning of the new year the w
atorms, espeecially during May
gathered and stacked above the

eroftere start getherin

£ immediatal:

o

igh-weter mark, Some

aftep

ed cast up by successive

and November, i1r carefully

the erop 1 in

the ground, and take advantage of the sumyyer vesather for

cutting deep-sea weed,

Generally,

the culbhreann inste:d of eclamping it.
the rule in Connemcra and the
advantage being tsken of the spring tide
variety of opinion amongst the erofters

using 1t even in adjacent townlande: whi

to steck and"wind" 1t, meny prefer to ap

immediately it 1o eut, on account of the

b=

ore raplidly than the steeoked stuff

facility with whieh the limp fresh weed

on the crofter's hands at sowing time

expanses 1s there exclusive staeking and

own ranged in clfgmpe along the shore a

Weed stacked for Spring use 1

o

()

Knogekfola ===

(1) There is @
18 to the method of

tendency

ly it to the land

f the stacked weed

owing to the absence of a rocky foreshore(clad: ch) from

which weed ¢an be cut at any
J') *-----—--h———

ls Tomee o Croan. An t-0Oilesnach, 1936,

T
Ll e
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The erofter is keenly aware of the relative vslues of
the different types of weed, which e¢=n be considered in the
two broad divieions (fig 15) « soft (feamnach bhog, Fucuse
Veslculosus) and hard or yellow (feamnech chruaidh,
Blfurearia Tuberculata). Of these, the first is in greater
demand as 1t i1e e0 soft that it cAm be g thered b; and,
1llet the second 1is #o0 leathery and euppl@ that 1t
to be resped with a sicklg. An additional point in favour
of the former is that it melts more rapidly into the ground
-== the erofter's criterion of weed vnlues --= and thu

sxpedites sugceeding fsrm work.,

The weed 1e resped from two @ress, rock beds nesr d

e

water, and the Clasddaeh, I'he most valueble, leminaria
saccharina (feamnach rueidh), which has long red-brown
streamers many feed in lwnﬂﬁe, conkaine as much nitrogen
end potessh as farmyerd manure (1).
After a dey's cutting it i1s securecd in the form of

raft and, either towed to the mainl nd by rovboat o1
curragh, or paddled sshore by a crofter, a festure which
is common to the whole west Donegsl coast, The implement
used in eutting feamn:uc Rualdh 1s a pole sbout twenty feet
long with & sharpened blade, three feet long, fixed at the

ead at right angles to the haft. A coll of lead er some

other metal is fixe

[*}

immedlntely below the blsde to aect ar

i ———— -

g of Vegetable Crops., Bulletin 71, Minietry
ure and Fisheries, p,

~p :j
bt
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a sinker, The blade is usually e sherpencd metsl strip
whieh 1e flattened, sherpened, snd fixed on the haft by
twe rings end tarred cord, It 1e ueed for ravelling and
plucking the fronde of weed rather than cutting them. When
relessed, these flost to the surface where they «re secured
as a raft, Feamnsch rueidh is mueh in dem:'nd a&s mesnure and

considerable time is spent in harvesting 1t on ed jrecent
islands by men working yawls, In-shore cutting is done by
individual crofters in small boate esnd currag
Before applying 1t esand 12 cerefully washed out of the
weed (1) =-- "because it makes the ground heavy", nn¢ 5s
then ecarried in a basket on the erofter's back to his
holding, Carrying a basket on the back, a relic of west
European eulturel influence, is en archaic fegature with
centurles old traditions, end is common along the western
reaboard of Europe down to Brittany, in Belgium, Helland,

Jutland, Bohuelend in Sweden, Vestlande

-
s
et
-
)
-
O

all the north-west of the British Isles (2), A traditionsl
adversity to send has always chsracterised the wert onegal
crofter's agricultural prsctices, but there 1s& an isolated
cage of erfh%%r“ 811t, which underlies the thin covering

of sand in the inlets, being used annually in Swilly without

manure, and produeing K good erops. (3), It wase drawn in

icts from @weedore, p.l7.
2« Slgurd Erixon, West Europeen eonneectiones end cultursl
elations. Folkliv, 19383 2, p.l69,

« Ordnance Survey memoires of Donegal, RelsAs, Box 22, Raphoe.

3
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summer in grest quantlities and, safter being broken fine with
& spade, wse deporlited in pite until required, Around

o

S.Gweebara and Loughrosmore BaySonly "dirty sand” whieh
is really riverina detritus, underlies the sea-sand eover
and is so fertile thet it is uesed without mesnure, Indolence
and the trrawe]‘ﬂ of custom prevent its more extenszive use.
The importance of seaweed as a manure in the crofter
economy cannot be over estimsted as it possesees the
essential virtuees of belng cherp and plentiful, Besides,
a peaty eoll responde conslderably to applications of
gseanweed whieh 1s =20 rich in Phosphate and Potegh, chemicels
gsuch a soll lacke (1l)s Those who eannot harvest feamnach
ruaidh are foreced to depend on the claddegh growth whiech

tende to make the potatoes wet end gluey, qualities that

made the l:-st of the old potato crop so dlstabteful in

o ol
£ T

=
-
€

early daye, before the introduction of early
cultivetion (2).

The foreshore, the source of the bulk of the msnure,
is regarded ae bDelonging execluesively to the Government.
At the beginning of the eighteenth ecentury landlords fully
reallised thelr limitations in this regerd and the crofters
thelr rights: the claddsgh belonged to the Admirelty
and scaweed gather

le [he Menuring of the Vegetable Crope, PBRlletin 71.
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisherieas, p,l-8,
. Js Binnse, The Miserles and Beautles of Ireland, 1837,
vol.l, pe49.




gimilar eonsiderstions. Where interfercnce did teke plnce
trouble usually ensued as the crofters were forced to gather
thelr weed at a certain time, The wrack bed was considered
in the same way as any other part of the holding, belng sold
when any emergency arose,(l). The crofters on the FPatterson
estate in Fligo panld helf thelr rente in o reed which wase
reaped between the high-water and lowewater marks., It
conslsted mostly of fucus vesliculosus end fucus serratus,
Like the Donegal crofter, thoese in Sligo also cut deep sea-

weed, leminsris saccharina and tortosa merins, The weed

was Iirst stscked on the shore and Then spresd on the ground

in winter, eo thet it had thoroughly melted in before spring.(2)

Whilet rundale lssted and the scommungl element waeg perpetuated,

no attempt wae made to delimit the foreshore into @ress on

leh weed-gathering was the exclusive right of a particular

Hqhlt

erofter, After conerolidstion, however, foreshore must have
been estebllshed where holdings abutted on the cosgt, In
ancient Ireland & person eould tske seaweed from any psrt of
the strand or dilsk from every rock (3). In the congested
dilstricte bordering Donegel Bey weed may be grthered only on
the owner's foreshore, but drift-weed is frce to rll.

le The Devon Report, 1847, p.6d.

‘ Je Binns, Miseries and Beauties of Ireland, 1837, vol,l,
1}. f*f‘?.

3 The Anclent Lagys of Irelsnd, vol. 5, Pp.483,
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The crofter's practice of stoning the besch isr still one
of the greatest wayes of encouraging weed to grow. Stonees on
a crofter's weed bed sre eceasionally raiesed, se sinking
discouragees weed growth, Along the south cosst of Wexford
there can still be seeld the lots into which the foreshore wat
divided for the development of seaweed farme,

It hes been suggested (1) that seaweed alone could be
used to reclaim the blown send aress, some 16,000 aeres on
this west eosst,and so provide a cultivable area similler to
that at Rush, Co,Dublin, which wae in 1840 a sundy wastd,
The rafts of weed brought by the tides and deposited in the
bays eould be used by the erofters for thies purpose Iinstead
of being swept out to the Roekall Deep some 150 miles off
the coeast, '

i
It 18 likely in the ppat  the cerofter's cattle was fed on

L ]
M
-~
£
auf
et
-
o

seaweed oceaslionally, as meny forms of 1t ar
especinlly sp grezing was circumsecribed to the rough pastursge

adjagcent to the‘hcldihg. Under modern erofting conditions in

the Shetlend lslands seaveed ls regorded as & crcp in the bro:d

senee of the word, because 1t 1s used e2s a fodder in epring for
the hill stock, which esgerly devour it owing to the sbsence of
other forms of nutriment (2)., Fhellfish, and ceswced called

- -

1

ly Gellg. Kinshan, Superfieinl and Agricultural Geology
Ireland, No.2, So0ils, 1908, pell,

2e Ay Cs 0'Dell, The Historiesl Geography of the Shetland

Islands, 1939, p«8l.

oy
i
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dulemen (dubh-loman), which is in se son in Mereh, and dilsk

(ddileacse) were once importent 1tme in the poorer crofter's
dletary end were 1n genersl uce during the Femine along the

Jie Jbﬂqﬁ-h

wéstern seaboard (1), and -rpcciallyﬂvhen'ﬁﬂ,wuo

erofteres north of Rutland Island ere on the verge of
» b

starvetion™ (2), The interv:l between the old crop becoming
unfit eand the new erop fit for food wae a searon of great
dlstress during which many gathered dulsman (3)., Shellfish
In the Blasket Islande were looke. upon es 'kitechen' on
Good Fridaye end Fast Day: (4). In the herd spr
the Dcnegal erofter lived on fucus vesiculosu:

prepered with Indien corn (5),

The lea~lsnd rarely gets menmure other than seaweed whieh

le epread on it by gdegrees, 50 s= to menure it thoroughly, end
yet not interfere with graging, In 1846 1t woz used for

I pot: toes and

cet¢e were ylelded," (86)

The presence of residual 1ime depoeite in scatt

pockets provides the erofter with a medium, without whichy
|

his areble lsnd would be gour and in wretched eondition

ls Gs Locker-Lempson, Ireland dn the Nineteenth Century, 1908,
Pe £9,

e Jde Hamilton, Sixty Yesure Experience as an Irish Landlord,
18“0. Pel3l,

S¢ Je Binne, Miceries osnd Besuties of Ir

4e Tomas 0 Croan, An t-0ileance » 1636

S5¢ C¢ F, Gordon Cumming, In the Hebric

e Feete from Gweedore, p. 17,
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from weeds, With seaweed, it responde in s positive way to
the aseclduour peat, and sets as an importent edjunet of the
801l rather than es & stimulant. Onee & s0ll has been well
limed it keeps condition for upwards of thirty yesrs (1)

provided the rainfall is= not so0 excessive se to le=g¢h the

ime out of i1t before it 1 aseimilated by the erop. On the

.

damp perty soils of the erofter noldinge an annual liming is

& necessity ¢f successful oat cultivetion. The universal
use of lime on erofter holdings 1s denoted by the abeence of
heather, rushes, and coasrse grasses, Grezing land ies more

commonly fertillised solely by enmmal dro inge

when grezing,
rather than by definitg menuring scheme, 1én a erofter was
given a "stripe" to reclaim his firet taek waes to burn the

surface end ther put lime or seaveed on it.

These stripe:

although now Paiapriny into their original eondition

show as
green patehes on the mountain-side,

The lime 1 burnt either at the quarry, or more often in

a special kiln (£ig,16) belonging to some erofter who burne

Ior his neighboure, Before undue interference from landlorde
every crofter hed his own lim kiln, but the use of this was

dlscoursged and he was forced to use the publie one erected

for the purpose et a cost of 2/6 eseh time, (2). The kiln ie

high with an opening et the top 3 ft, in diameter,

ls A3 C, 0'Dell, The Historieal Geography of the Shetlend

« Ds Holland, Lendlord in Donegal, 1876, p.°S.

-
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tapering to the doorwey below, Some of these show a fine

artistry in drystone eireulsr stonework end often, whilst being

ymmetricel on the outside, are conical inside, The interior

=y

| T

slimed with mud, Often the kilns ere temporary structures
erected on a helght to encourage a draught, but always they are
of stone, nen permsnent, the crofter often utlilieces a hill or
natural pocket in the rocks as a2 fesrture in the Riln. The one
shown in fige 16, which has a decorative border of pest sode,
w:s bullt on similar linee to the older eorn kiln, In burning,

e slow fire is 1lit under the elternasting layers of turf and

=3
=]
m
P
=]
@

which fill the kiln, and then the mouth 1s secled by

demp sods, ifhe fire is fed with fresh fuel through d&he

doorway which is one foot squere, When burnt, the lime 1s raked

out and together with the ashee, formes an invalusble manure,
i1s procedure is similar to that obrerved by Boate who deseribei|

lime-burning in some detall, "In the side of some little helght

L

5

they make a great plt, round orSquare sgcording s convenience
is offered - many feet wide at the top, it doth by degrees grow

nerrower towards the bottom, The inside of this pit they line

e

round with a well bullt of lime and stone, at whose outeside,
nesr the bottom,a hole or door is left, by whieh to thke out the
sshefj and above that 4n iron grete is laid - and upon this they
lay & lay of limestone - and upon that a lay of wood or turf -

end 80 by turns until the whole kiln Be filled, ever cobeerving

that the outmost lay be of wood or turf." (1)

- ——

i, G, Boate, Natursl History of I eland, 1652, pe 157,

-
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Shells, which were much valued as & menure in ancient

Ireland(l) are seldom burnt as a source of lime for manure,

because of the mildnese of the lime they ye¢ld, The Jjudiclous

use of lime prevents finger-end-toe in turnips and promotes a
vigerous grass growth, whilst preventing the appearance of such
weeds as spurrey.(?2).

The artificiasl manures used are guane snd sulphur,

4

astringent fertilisers that hsve long singe been abandoned

in
more sclentifiec farming areas, The former is used extensively
on all cropes and,as it is purely & stimulant, its effects are
chown in one season's produce only. Unlike lime, serweed, and
manure, it contributes nothing te general agricultursl improve-
ment and exhausts rather than nourishes the =o0il. The
wideepread uese of sulphur ls e prectice much to be deprecsted
es 1ts use, chiefly on turnips &and mangold, robs the ground by
unnaturel foreing. The lnereasing use of artificiels, which
are cheap and conveniently purcheesed, hes been brought about
at the expense of the more effective nstursl manures especially
seaweed, which must be gathered, and sometizes processed, at a
conasiderable labour cost.

Crofters sre encouraged to reclaim land by means of

Goverrment monetary assistance in the erection of lime kilns,

in the purchase of lime, and ses-csand with a higl

ls Fo We Joyce, A Soclal History of Ancient Ireland, 1903,
VOl.s2s DPeZ70,
¢« Ay Co4 0'Dell, The Historiecal Geography of “hetland Ielande,
1036 3 Pe 69,
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content, The amount of lime distributed under the ;bewe
Jumped from 378 tons in 1937 to 1,702 in 193¢ (1), eince the
erofters realire that it 1s essentisl to sucecessful farming on
peaty solls, snd for reclametion,
Burning,

Whilet burning the surfree of the soil is gure means of

fertilising the lend, end hed 2 recognicred place in ancient

irish egricultural practices (2), it wes alwaye discoureged as

. " ' 2 2 3 ot £ . » "
references to legal impediments in the Baok of Aleill, and

Co

ienchus Mor (3), and modern Acts testify. One of the most
recent, the DeeBy Act, 1860 (23 and 24 Viet, Cap.154) enacted,
"that notenant under any lease or other econtrqct of tenancy

conferring an estate or interest less than = perpetual estate
or interest shall burn or permit to be burne s the soil or
surface of the land or any part thereof, without the previcus
¢oneent in writing of the landlord, being e perscon competent to
grant such a licence, under a penslty not exceeding £20 for each
statute acre, or any fractional part of s statate sere on which
suech burning will take place," The interesting point sbout

thie 1e thsat burning wee permitted but of a type that did not

prejudice the so0il, When burning was perpetrated contrary to
the owner's whish, the defaulter was fined £10, but such a

1, Eire, 7th, Annual Report of the Minister for Agriculture,
1':"?"'?"‘:;-«;’ P.Blc

2e Jo Co Walker, Historieal Memoirs of the Irish Berde, 181
Vn"}l. Ca 1)' f '_J-‘?'.

’¢ Ds Coghlan, The Aneient Land Tenures of ireland, 1937, pe.l10¢
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proseription failed to prevent the eontinuation and spread of
the prndticc. The most obvious contributory c¢suse, other than
the manifold advantages aceruing from a dependable source of
ash-manure, wasg the demeanour of the landlord who saw in
improvement an added soure¢e of revenue (1). It seems thet
before cultivation started on & new streteh it waes first of

all burnt, after which it was ready for tilling., PBesldees

newly reclaimed aress, the arable wes perlodically burnt to

suprly added manure to the exhausted soll. MNeFParlan

advocated extenslve paring and burning as the only means of

reclaiming the waste moorlend reaches of the mountainous west

coast (2). The custom of burning and the value of the ashes

thus  procuved is Yeflected wm the cave with, which ashe

from the hearth are secattered over the land, or preserved in the
s ¢

aoileach. Boate remerked thet sshes and dung were generally

[} [

preserved until a eonvenient time for spreading on the ground (3]

An annmual burning w:=g gommon énly where manure was sg¢arce, and

[

an sennual deterioration was coincident with lsek of systematic
cleaning by rotation, In the Rosses many areas have lo=t a
soil depth of 3 ft,, and have been left with bare rock through

excesesive burning.

4

In the Scottish Hiphlandes and Southern Uplands burning
was & general rule in crofting economys A number of Irish

1. EoWakeSield. .Stakitial and Johiicad Accovntof Dretand,idn ,wi.l, pe407
£¢ Jde McParlen, Statistiecal Survey of Donegal, 1802, p.4
S« Oy Boate, Natural Hiestory of Ireland, 1652, p. 94,

L
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emigrante to Seotland were found nesp Portpatrick paring and
burning the sod while in a green state by a slow smothered fire,
because of absence of lime or other fertilgeer in thelr
neighbourhooll (1).

The area to be burnt was first pared, or dug, #o that
pufficient surface fuel, tcéuthcr with that lef't undisturbed,
wee accumulated to provide ash fertiliser, for the required
area, Slow fires were then started on the undisturbed surface
and fed with the sods from the pared ground, Damp sods kept

the fire close and prevented active firing, In Co.Antrim,

where burning wfe widespre:d in the mountain regione, a serile:
of econcentriec cirecles 6 to 10 ft, in diameter were described
over the area to be treated, snd trencheg§ a foot deep and the
same brosd were dug on their circumfercnces, Flres were
Kindled in the centre and reguleted with demp eode (2). After
a thorough slow burning the sccumulsted ashee were scattered
evenly over the ground, The erofter provided an excellent
fertiliser at the expense of hie land, and in a congested
Distriect like that on the west Donegal coast, land was to be
preserved rather than burnt away. ince a cublie yard of peat
yields only & little more than a handful of ash, some
comnception of the waste and demerits of the eustom can be
ascertained,

l, J, C4 Curwen, Obeservations on the state of Irelrnd, 1818,
De 80
2¢ Ibid, p. 146,




CORN,
The staple erops were oete and barley, but today the srea
of the former 1s extending at the expense of the 1 tter, as "§§
is too hard for the cattle", Rye 1s a common crop in the
Rossee and Cloghsaneely but in the south cosstal distriets it is
practically unknown, so that potatoes and oats are the rotation
erops, Rye in the straw (cochan), is fed to eattle bBefore
Ste Brigid'e Day when other fodder 1e acarcej as all the straw
is thus necessary for fodder, this partly secounte for the use
of flax and bent as theteh, Barley, which scems to have been
of considerable importance in the rotestion scheme (1) was
strietly confined to the immediate secboard (2), and 1§ now
considered as an essential rotation erop solely on the 1slsnds,
It seems to have been supplanted by oats as the popular ceresl,
although at the outset flax was Intended to take its place,
owing to the prevalence of 1llieit distilling. (3). When
every crofter had his own quern, barley WAs crushed as winter
fodder. As it i metured early and flourished in & thin soil
it was common ag a fodder crope. Oats ere the established
corn crop in the erofting agricultural economy, but the severity
of climate end the exheusting practice of successive corn
eropping eontribute towards keeping the yield low. As the

ls Je McParlan, Stetistieal furvey of Donegrl, 1802, p.32,
e EMaKefiedd, SifisTical gnd. Bilicok  Fecovnt O Letand, (3 w1, pe 455,
Oe¢ Statistical Survey of Donegal, p.67.
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¢limatic beckground is the important factor in all cereal
production, the oat crops on the erofters' holdings do no
mature with aversge ylelds, owing to the sdverse influenc
a perslstent rainfall of over 40 ins,, with a high eloud
(pe 1) and the low sunshine figure of 1 to 1.5 hre,, per

Jamuery, and 4 to 4456 in Winter.(1l), Oate ere the most

suitable of all the corn c¢rops for peety ground (2), and

well in the cool demp c¢limate of thie eosstline, although

optimum condltlons for oat cultivation 4re not quite s=o

t

e of

index

day

ao

the

extreme, Here there is not only a peresistent rginfall but a

large percentage of demp misty days, and a large proporti

F ]

dayes on which the seabonrd i1s swept by west windes, factor:

f

comblne to render the cultlvation of ecereals niffiCth.

on o

is reflected in the disparity between the aversge yleld for

Donegal of 17,48 ewt, per amecre, and that for the rest of

Ireland of 20,1 (3), even though the county has the largest

proportion of erable area devoted to oats.

Oats are always plented on lees=ground, except where

a

E 4

in

4

erop 1sa repeated in the seme culbhreann, After the spade work

the ground is harrowed or more often,raked, Before sowing,

ime 1iep spread lightly duringgeood weather and then the seed,

ls LoDStamp and H,8,Beaver, Physicsl Features of the Britiesh

IFlL"f‘, I,.‘?do

2s Rotation of Crops, Bulletin 85 of the Minlistry of Agriculture

and Fisheriees, 1937, p.Ge
Sporstet Eireann, Report on Oats, No. 12, p.l1%.




BOWN . The erop 1s reaped with sickle, or seythe, snd after

stooking, 1s

etacked, The oats may be kept in the stack
during the winter or until spring, smeall quantities being

threshed in

d%ht wlith at once.
the house sar

kept In the stack improve in condition. (1), as dsmpness

and a thateh of rushes, Threeshing may be done in a barn,
or more often on & flrt rock (leac) with flaile, a custom
observed in snclent Ireland (2), It is to be noted thet
threshing on the ground wes practised throughout the country (3),

and wag probably attributable. to the genersl ebsence of berns

or storage

of the weather,
s fed in the egr

threshed 1s used for gced and fodder and the straw for

bedding,.

Whilet not equal to good hay the straw i1s more velusble

as fodder than wheaten or barley straw, and when used ar

litter,side

I‘urzejl was once & ecommon fodder everywhere slong the west

l. Saorstat Elreann, Report on Oats, No. 12 P,12,
e De Coghlen, The Anelent Land Tenures of Ireland, 1933, Ppe100,
Se Statistiecal Burvey of S1igo, pe 747,

usually of a type used for five or six years previously, 1is

the meantime &s required, or else the erop is

erofters have barns, Oate which are

e prevented from affecting the maturing grain by shelter

where the thresher could have been independent

in providing a manure of good quality, Bruieed

67,

Stecks are erected on the lee-side of

Not all the erop is threshed as some of 1t

to cattle during winter, That which 1s

= e e——— -
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coast until the end of the last century for cattle, and
especlally horses, but it ie no longer ured in face of more
eaerlily procured substitutes, In 19th, century Irelend, cattle
fodder was oat straw end potatoes (1).

After threshing the sced 18 winnowed by carefully cshaking
it in a wite. Thie 18 & goat or eheep-ekin tray £ ft., 6 ine,
in dlameter with & bog-fir rim 3 ine. deep., Winnowing is
usually done at the corner of the houre on a windy dey, The

wite 1e held shoulder high and by constently sheking 4t, the

chaff 1= blown e¢lear and the oasts are depogited on a sheet
pleced on the ground for the purpose, The ¥'ddle (eriaethar-
plate 4) used for cleaping the oats of prusagh seed, 1i:
eimilar to the wite only the skin tray is perforated
about one eighth of an ineh in diasmeter, It wes in general
use in ancient Irelend for eleening oat: (2). 'he one shown
was an old type used in Derryeconnell neer Gortahark, snd whieh
had been in the family for four generations, Instesd of the
sheep-gkin being tacked on, it wre woven into the bog-fir
fremework with skin thongs, In the more modern types s barrel
oop (Fonnsa) 1e used a8 it seves the trouble of emoking and
bending the wooden freme, Where wites are not used he seed 1ig
put into a bucket and ewirled until the chaff has been blown out
The wite wes e familiar feature in Monaghan at the beginning
of this century, but the sieye wae of different construetion to

e —

ls Jo Binns, The Miseries snd Besuties of Ireland, 1937, Vol
Pa76,

2¢ Eugene 0'Curry, Msnners end Customs of the Anclent Irish,
1‘1-31-.-1-;’ V‘ﬁli 11 Pe f'CClx-
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that in western Donegal, Instead of skin, 1t wees of withes
which were elosely interwoven so that the interetices vere esmall
anougl t .1 % i« ] 1 v 1 | m
enougn vo release prusagh reed and retain the osts, Werﬁenir
of the withes were plaited to form a eircular rim, the sieye
++  resembled a flat wooden dish,
, f

OQate end potatoes are the only erops thet comprise the
rotastion scheme on erofter wldings, The rotation 1= started
with corn on lea ground and followed by potatoe s and thus
continued for about 8 yesrs, vhen a f:l1l1 in the oat vield

results in a strip of lea-land being broken up. The rotetion

ceéases on oats, with which Itaslian ryegress 15 sown

L0 provide

4

a thick stubble for autumn snd winter gragzing and & hay erop
for the ye:r sueceeding the oat harvest

The destructive praect

i

lee of sowing oats or potatoes for
two or three years in the seme culbhreann is still eommon, but
agricultural education disseminated by voeationsl sehools is

sible for Improved standardes of cultivation that sre

La Y 5 . * = T o A e . i & o ]
supplanting sueh uneconomie practices. Continuoues eropping

PN . . T e i
of the type mentioned removes the fertility of the roll faste

™
& =

I‘"-' [ 5} » i’ ™ f Bz:8 . L2k > Y178 ] 3 [ 4 " 4
\an the processes of nature can repleece it, Considerable

investigation by the Dep:srtment of Agriculture ss to the best

| types of oat for local conditions, has resulted in the
dissemination 6f the straw produecling hardy Ictrto-crt and

' Sandy-oeft, which have & small grain moderate vyield and

abundence of straw which ir an invelusble fodder, 'ne erop 1e

pPlanted between the middle and end of April. Until the end of *?
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imiler strueture, The ocorn~kiin, which wae the reeo
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Z2e0rdnance Survey of Donegasl, 1836, Sheets 41, 21,

%, EWakegield . Sotislical and fgﬁfm‘ ﬂmmf- of Dotland, 182004, po171,

4,De¢ Coghlan, The /nelent Land th-r Pf I?e1'v;, 1923, pe«98,

minution in yield (1).
Before the importation of meal inte the erofting distriecte,
ry crofter settlement or isolated crofter dwelling hed ite

n-kiln (2): the small modern lime kiln (fig.l6) 1s of

=
b
4]
(=¥

ns of drying corn throughout Ireland st the beginning of the

st century (3), and was used sleo in gneient times (§), is

icative of a demp elimetes it ds a tokem of the crofter's

iety to get hie ceresl crop ssved owing to the vageries of

L

eather, In the Scottish Highlendes the crop was kiln dffed

her to ensure a seed free from emut, or merely to dry it (5).
methods of working the kiln, which veoried very little in

ferent esreas, were all charecterised by th slow heating and

nstant attention, Eiln-drying was sssociated not only with

but wheat (6) and fla (%) as well,

hen corn was being dried a slow fire was first of all 1lit
the kiln, Over it a few bog-fir e
ced .and =g=ém on these was placed a matting of straow, On
8 the corn was placed to a depth of 10 ines gnd stirred
tinuously to prevent burning. As the drying of the corn
a matter of concern for all in the socisl eentre, or thoee
1ed an interest in the kiln, members of different femilies

- —— -

eMoGrath, Fictures from Ireland, 1881, p.l24.

-

Everyday Life on an 014 Highlend Ft N+ 40
Statishicad amd ' Rlihiad Acconnt of Iﬂm,m valil, PeGOG.
Ordnance Survey Meméire of Donegsl, Box 22, Rasphoe,




\ r"lr Ii'i 3

egreed to tend it at recognised times, so that the kiln pot | 8
cenetant attention night and dey until the whole corn erop wee
dried, fhe kiln 1In the Errigal distriet was ebout 5 ft. high
with a bnnl-aﬁp@d interlor varying from 6ft.in diameter &t the
mouth to 4 ft, at the bottom., A 1 ft. square flue led out on
the windward side, hen the fire waes well 11t & hurdle of bo;
osk was. plsced over the mouth of the kiln. )n this were
pleced Owep a thin layer of straw and a linen sheet for the ontsy

which were stirred by hand until t were dried (1). In Cavan |

@

the kiln wre & cemi-cireulsr thstened hovel with ¢ hole to admit !

the fire below, like the 'eye' of & lime-kiln: in the centre

—— e e e

were two beams over which & hurdle wss thrown, snd sbove this

wae placed & straw mat to spreasd the eorn upon, Two small
apertures were made opposite to esch other in the sidees of the

kept stirring 1t untll 1t wae sufficlently dried (2), ifr i
there was no kiln the corn wee dried in en iron pot end
-

y watehed to prevent escorching (3). This leatter was

ng barley for poteen re 1f ensured

- - - |

1, E4 E, Evans, Donegal Survivals,,June 1939, p.£20, I

Z2e Fo We Joyeeq, A Social History of Ancent Ireland 19803, Vol,.2,
pe 342, 3. Lbd. p 347

G Shbitias ana Brfce | dccoumt of. Luebnd , uotd, 268
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All grinding wes done in the family gquern, end the meal

stored in a wooden box (1), or barrel, The quern wes of twin
granite discs ranglng from 18 inches to 2 ft. in diameter,
Three people worked it, two men spinning the handle of the top
stone of the quern, which rested between thelr legs, and an
attendant who poured in the graing Grinding was done in
relays and with great rapidity., Stones were made locally by

a erafteman and cccasionally pointed by him, as few were

expert enough to chip the grinding surfaces to supply the
proper frictlion,

The disappearance of both ecorn<kiln and quern was &
simultaneous thing that was influenced probably by the Repeal
of the Corn Lawse in 1846, and the erection of cornemills by
landlorde, which the erofter-tenants were expected to use (?2)e
As an sdded result of 1846, a declided fell iIn tillsge was re-
corded (3)s The use of the gquern was forbldden by‘thf landlord

ae 1t wae used at the expense of his mill (4)s In the Secottish

[

Highlends laws were passed compelling crofters to bring thelr

oats to the landlord's mill, and empowering lairde to emash

»

guerns beceuze they defrauded him of his tolle (6)s The f£oll

at Lord George Hill's mill in Bunbeg wes & penny per ctone,

- T

1., E. Es Evens, Donegal Survivels, Antiquity, June 1938, p.2¢0,

2+ The Devon Report, VolZ, p.l046.

e

4, P, Joyce, A Soelsl History of Aneclent Ireland, 1903, VOl.f
Pe o4 v

5+ OsFsGordon Curming, In the Hebrides, 1883, D72,

3. The Ireland of To-day: Artieles from the 'Times', 1913, p.21Cd
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When the kiln fell into desuetude the way was prepared

o=

for the introduction of innumerable modern innovetions

the most importent of which

2

pertaining to domestle economy,

wee the introduction of bought breed at the expense of the

gridiren product, But more important still was the

disappearance of berley as & staple crop. To-dey, few

erofterScultivate it although it was extens
rotation erop at the end of the 1l8th. century (1),
A eonsideration of the importance of corn in the west
Donegal crofting economy would be incomplete wit out referring
to 11l1icit distillation, which reflected in some way the

extant and perpetuated the use of articles

corn=cul ture assoclztion,

may be attributable to meny caus=es, chile

sappearance of markets for surplus grain, due to the

repeal of the Corn Laws, end the quicker re
rofitable enterprise that 1llicit distillation

erofter. Hill sttributed the success of poteen making in hi

ore estate to the distance of the markets from the

erofter holdings (2). In mountainous distriets remote from

markets the distillers took all the risk, as the profit waes

price they wished to

great, and gave

1., Statistical Survey of Donegsl, 1802, pe30,
o+ Pagts from Gweedore, pe. 25

-———
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saved the trouble of labouring hie corn,

conducive to private distillation wer«

- .
|

of grain, elither bsrley or ocats was assure

great was the 1llielt trede that in 18!

been duty palid (1)s Conditions must have been such that

financial gain from it wes so great as to encourage
between the local suthoriti and the s2till owneres,
& law wees pasged under which
still wae

found, Instead of enewering the purpose

it wae Intended i1t produced a sontrary effect, end scted
encouragement to the erection of new ones, When the

authorities

sled (2).

notified of the approach of the police by ringing
(3)s 80 openly
g0 apathetic were the police,

—— e g T S e S e e S e e e e

1?‘.330.
P¢ Co Otway,
Se Ja
i L—lrnon

80 years ego in Donegal, p.°4.

The gonditions

the distiller;

ef a privecy th«t was enhanced by the barren environment.,

Irish liquer were sccounted for, three million of which hed

that poteen retailers had a

ideal: = constent supply

the

necessary utensils were at hand, whilst the cornekiln premitted
o0

3y ten million gallons

he
collusion
Originelly i

townland waes fined in whieh o

realised the edverece results of thies law it was soon|
*

rej

The determined oppoesition by the erofters end the tecit
agreement of the few police whoese advent was mnnounced by
blowing & horn, mullified any legielation that was enacted
eradicate the evil. In Thurles, private distillers were

the market

wae the trade carried on in Tyrone, and

le Jo Binns, Miserles and Beautles of Irelsnd, 1837, vol, 1,

Binns, Miseries and Beautles of Ireland, 1837, veol, I1I,

!j‘
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trade sign, a broken bottle on & pole (1), The government |
gauger was a partner in the profite of ewery still in his
district, and there is the record of one who saved almost
£6,000 (2), When the police thought 1t fit to mske a selsure

they notified the distlller, who geve them & worn-out still for

whieh they got a reward, Theynever broke poteen vessgels, but
e - ’

J:J"

!-:«. e |

re-so0ld them efterwirds to their owners (3). During the :
Anglo=-French wars of the 19th, century the poteen trade
flourished 1in the absence of whiegky, and especially as the polict
could not be epared for pevenue work as they were in normal yesari

(4), But additional historical considerestions influenced the

eale of poteen and tended to sdvertice its In Spenser's time

it was 1llegel to retell corm unless it was for distilling (5)
end Moryeson extolled "thelr aqua vitee, vulgerly called

usquebsgh, which inflemeth not o much" (6), as being an

excellent remedy for tl ailmentes that resul f@i from a damj
climate, hilst the Denegel erofter sccepted poteen as a
burslness, he also Booked upon 1t ar 2 medicine th: elped him

pttempbe were m-de to eneoursge the cro r to grow lax

£ wn o 3s 4 - & P

instecd of b ey, an 1115t these suceeeded in pom@measure
e i

1, T, Reid, Travels in Ireland, 18£3, p. 201,

e Statisliced grd Fotilicad Aecount 4 II‘FM, fpf,,fhp.?_fa.

™ Ihid iy P» 731,

. 1r He Robinson, Memories; Wiee and Otherwiese, 1923, p.271,
e NMorleys Ireland under Ellzebeth and Jemes I, 1890, p.207
e Ibta, Pe 500.

7. Statistical Survey of Donegal, ps 67
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up to the end of the lgst century, the flourishing Belfast
linen industry contributed to stem the development of the
crofter's cottage industry, and again berley wee cultivated

as a erop,and for distilletion, In 1802, barley wae cultivated
chiefly for distillation eround Xillybege., (1),

To=day the manufacture of ;:-ofa en 1= at its lowest ebd
except in Ba#sagh in the south, which wee notorious for it
during the 19th, ecentury (¢ ),r-.nfi even here strict supervision
by the police on copper tubing and molasses ha§ confined 1t

to the remote mountain districts, ithile =ome of 1t 1:

customer, In Derry c¢ity, the most luerative mirket
retalled 1in bottles belonging to some longeestablished firm,
Inastead of being eonsidered as & harmless product and

e means of implementing the family burse, poteen meking is

atrongly disepproved of by the ecrofteres becesuse of the herm
it doees to young people, Those who manufgeture it do so

. 5 DP8o]
under condlticns of the grestest cecrecy and, owing to the

ever-rresent denger of exposure, have become remsrksbly alert

and keen, It wre & eimilor mental constrsint, engendered

by the constant danger of hunger end adverse en¥ironmental

influencea theat exploited the resourees of the crofter in

1., Statlesticeal Survey of Donegel, p. 31.
e 8y Lewle, Topograpiucal Diectionary of Ireland,vol,, 1,
1‘_‘. f‘?!";
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the last century and mede him quicxX-witted and e jgck-of-alle

trades,

The manufacture of poteen viries considerably in different
areas, but where the industry has been long established, a
mild brew is produced that rivals the finest whiskey, and finds

& rerdy mearket, It is interesting that querns are =till used

to erush &he grain just as they were in the last century.

While erude methods of treating the grain are preectised by less

gskilled erofters the moet troublesome and yet most beneficial

-

method ie ae followeie & cwt. of oate and 1 of barley are mede

up in linen or hemp bage and pleeed in & bog hole, each bag

being welghted with a stone to ensure that it 1s properly

They remein submerged for one

covered with weater, 3 night end

dey to enrure rapid budding, after which they are taken out

and the grain spreesd over a dry floor where 1t is turned

%

|lly and thoroughly aerated, It is 2llowed to remain

ocearion
there until it have budded properly. W,ﬁreu noted that

.distillers in his time put the grain in s dung heap where the

heat helped it to vepeteate (1l)s A kiln is then eonstructed

end the grein dried (p., 7/ ) 3 the kiln, being a temporary affair

ie razed to dvoid suspheion. When guerns end corn-kilns were
discoursged in the Roeseses, the usual method of drying the graln
wig in a pot on & slow fire, The privsey thus assured wae not

2 e T 1 B
elweys neccsgary, as the traveller in Cre§10uyh could have read
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"Cake and Wine (poteen)™ on the menmu in

After this 1t 1s ground in a quern

stil]

The

Pl

- &
] =
- B =

- i [ ®1°
dietilling purposes, It is filled with 5 galleons of water
which, when bolled, is put into s berrel contalning half the

m
ine

the julce hss been conditioned,

stirred to extract the Juices, csalled
bottom of the berrel sllowes the Jjuice to
berrel. he old pr ctfﬁ‘ we eithex
or drege, aining in the barrel sfter

e 1o s oze, of yeast,
dissolved in hot water, is now added and, after being covered, '
. the conter of the barrel sre allowed to lie f two days, |
wi fermentstion trkes place, 1en the fermented Jjulece is :
boiled in the etill the first run-off 1 sniced into

e contalner, The £t1l]l 1eg then tl
the poteen re-~boiled en e second rw
thie legt dietillation teeste ere mades

- -
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when thrown in the fire it is considered fit for the final I
stagess but, towards the end of the second boiling, the terts
always reveal an inferior type, which 1s collected in a esepurate
container, It is by blending “the end of the making® with the
early distillation of the second run,that 1s, the almost pure

poteen, thst a palatable brew is obtalned, This blending

[

operation ealls for eonsziderable skill, only aequired throug!
long experience in the businerss, The 3 cwte, of grain used
yield sbout 9 gallone of spirits, All etills are Jointed so
that they can be assembled or dismantled with the greatert

apoed, The Jjoints on the assembled still are csealed with a i
paste made from oatmenl and water, fter the last

distillation the still is dismantled and concealed untll

tn

another occasion, A good mild poteen will realise from

. 0 "
to 30 ehillinges per gallon, So 1wgfﬂﬂnr waes the quality of
: &

the poteen that the purchaser nfeﬂ;bur it before it was

]

distilled, and then surpervise the quality of the ingredients i

being used (1), Fynes Moryson remerked that it wis drféink

publiely by the Anglo-Irish gentry at the beginning of the

18th, century eand, "that the heat wae taken out of it by
flavouring with raisine or fenrel-seed", (2).

Foteen melle in & licensed still #nd disapproved of by th

% =)

Ulster as well, and wes eelled by the derogatory name

'"Parliament”, (3).

1, Mieseries and Beautiee of Ireland, vol.l, p«3525.

2e Ireland under Eligabeth and James I, 1890, p.d:-5. !
3¢ 80 years ago in Donegal, 1827, p«®. |
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importance of the potato in the life of the erofter is

one that cannot be over-estimated, Ite introduetion muat have
4
been accompanied by revolutionary changes in his economy and

1

ne

& ]
| 3

soclal observances, Ite importance lied in t (3

g¢ with whieh
it |

ylelds a prolifie return, and that there i1s no need for any

espeelal care during the growing period, The decline

of

transhumance and the spread of potato eculture are ruggested a:
being inter-related (1). The introduetion of the potato as a
supplementary source of food eould not fall to be followed by a

consequent rise in the population. The potato hae

been blemed

for the inertis of the crofter (2) because 1t afforded him the
greatest poepible return for the expenditure of & =small amount
of energy in a limited area, lle prepared his plot in lazy-bed

fashion 2.

and coneentrcted on no permanent nprovement,

western seaboard, where land is at & premium, the

erofting populstion, with an added ¢2ll on food resourees,
eontributed largely to the epreed of minute sub- diviesiorne. under

rundale, In the Seottish Highlende the spresd of potato-

growing was, with the introduction of the kelp industry, the

L ]

chief cause of the extraordinary ineregse of population inthe

(:")rl-

first half of the ninteecnth centur;

The ecustomery method of cultivation ies in legy beds, or
ls EsEsEvans, "Some Survivals of the Irish )jpenfiel yetem" ,

Geography, Merch 1639, p.34,
2e The Bevon Report, vol.l, p.lé.
de MeM.Leigh, The Crofting Problem. p.l3,
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ridges, bullt on a slope, whieh is necessary in a so0il that must

be constantly drained, The neme "rig" is unknown amongest the

English-gpecking crofters,

plots is dictated by the contour of the surface, being laid out

to eecure natural dreinsge by takin

land, As the drill 1s the sign of = plough culture so also is

tnevﬁQﬁ.the product of a spade culture, When builuﬁn"njvﬂﬁgz_
(£figs10) the erofter marks out perallel divisions sbout & yard
in wid

to

idth

accommodate three rows of reed, and separated by
stripe about a foot wide, A s0d 1 turned on esch side of this

strip to form e wall for thevﬂ%&-riuc. When t“{‘ﬁdﬁ&ir pertly

constructed, seed holes to a depth of 3 or 4 inches are mad

with & pointed stick or trowel-like dibbler (fig.9C). Kibbin;

L

with a spade is done by making en insertion with the blede, and

pressing the handle forward so as to make an opening inte which

the seed 1s dropped. Weed ls scattered on top or, what

is

common to-day, & sprinkling of guesno, and when the buds appear

at the end of twoe or three weeks, therw%F ia 'set up', or

ecompleted, and a top-dresesing of seaweed added, Seed potatoes

are always set on dung and never on seaweed the latter thus

as

used makes the tubers small and wet. An albernative method is

to dévide the intervening strip as slde walle for adjacent nghs

end use the soll from the trenech thus formed as in the previous
exemple, When drilled, the seed potatoes are set on manure in
the trenches and then covered with scil from the ridges, When
the seme culbnreann is being sown a second yeai with potatoe

the middle of the first year's ridges become the trenches of the

Ihe dleposition of all the erofter's

aedvantage of the fall of the

l

J

1

I
i.
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second year'e ridgeé. This 18 e¢slled "eplitting”.

Seientific potato-culture requires much labour, but
tolerable resulte are got from the lazy-bed method of tillage,
which i1s the easiesnt method of bringing wild land under

cultivation, The pits for the crop &n November run

longitudinally down the slope in order to evoid rot through

exceeslve molsture, The potatoes are covered with straw or
rushes and then with eseoil., Whenever the rldge 1s opened

withered stalks and weeds are used as an additional covering,
The surface sod of sendy eareas nemr EKllear is used to cover
potato ridges, the crofters reeslising thaet it keeps the potatces
gafe and dry. While an earth ccvering iz the rule, pits
neatly thatched with rushes, and roped, are common around
Ardera, A trench round &he pit helps dreinsge,

In olden times the plot was re-dug after the first dlgging
to ensure that every potato was eollected.

Iwo types of seed are common to the west cosst, Kerr'e Pink

and Arran Victory; the former being the more widely grown, rhe

introduction of two crops to tide them over the year
one of the greatert innovetions in the crofter's agricultursal
economy e Esrly potatoes, e.g. De Vernon or British Queens are
sown about the thyyd weed of Kareh, whilet the later main erop, |
esg2s Kerr's Pinks, 1s not in the ground until the third week of I
April,

Every potato patch has a strip of turnipe which are given

k
considerable care, Thelr tinning is an importeant sepsrate task
A & P

but they are generally weeded with the potatoes, The velue

of turnipes as a cleansing erop is not yet fully aprreciated,
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even though they were Introduced about 100 yecrs ago (1), '

as they are rarely grown in the mountain crofts from Glenties

to Glencolumbkillle, Aberdeens and Swedes are the most ecommon

specles grown, Both are sown late in the yesr to ensure a full
growth during autumn for winter fodder, Swedes from the laest
week in Nay till the beginning of June, and the Aberdeen turnip
' from the lsst week in June till the first week in July,

Whilst turnips mey be neglected ss a ¢leansing erop, there

is a general cultivation of Kaill, which is sown a:

0N
-
e
3
P
m
(=]

winter crop, thus ensuring s constant supply of » moet nutritiousl

fodder, The Kell-pateh 1s alwaeys loested as a garden ad jecent
to the house, and part of it may be occupied by vegeteble g OP
as in the south coastel regions, enions, The asttempss to grow

onions have met with remarkable success in the Glenties district
and the number of experimental plots inerecses annually,

Gardens in which Kail or vegetables ere grown are always well
protected with a wire fence or dry-stone wall, Kail
fed to the cattle in the morning end evening, is populer because

it is believed to enrichen and sweeten the millk,

Spraylng the potato erop was once regarded as being |

injurlious to the consumers and the succeeding ost CroPe T'he
| I
erofter was loth to use a polieson on the hevlm whiech could essily

be eaten by his cow, 8ince no fences deterred it from
epproaehing the growlldg erop. To-dey, however, few fail to

spray, although in the Rosses spraying haes not become genersl,

1, Facts from Gweedore, p.6.
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Before the general acceptance of spraying mechines the erofter '
| » {

used sprinkle the bluestone solution wastefully with & bunchof

heather(l), Blight (aieid dubh) is ever present in crope in
guch arncirt climate (2), and the practice of retaining the

same specles of seed for a nmumber of years, together with
negligence in spraying, tend to encourage the disease, In July
1939, many of the potato patches in the coastal strip of the

lower Rosses, streteching from Derryheg to Annagery, were

completely affected, The widespread use of potash-ypilding
sesweed on this west coastal region, reduces the susceptibility

of the tuber to Blight (3),

CROP ROTATION,

Under primitive conditiones the earllest syetem of cropping

was the cultivation of a selected piece of ground continumously

with corn erope, until 1t cessged to be ressonebly productive,
A new strip would then be eleared, and cultiveted until it in
turn beceme exhsusted, Under rundele and the '"fine' grouping
of soclety, some sort of rotation was practired,

The fundsamental obJject in a rotation is to enable the
arable to be kept elean and productlive so that 1t may be i
mafntained in constant cultivation, Besides, the rotetion is
generally linked up in many ways with the livestock of the farm
as,for instance, certaln gr«sses and roots are grown both to

e

ls CoDeB of Ireland, 9th, Annual Report, 1200, p.l1S5.

£e¢ Potntoes, Bulletin No, 94, Ministry of Agriculture and
Ficsheries, 1938, p«30s.

Se 1bld. ,[.'J."'--l N
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restore the fertlility of the ground and to provide food for the

etogl, Cattle consume strew -« a b

y=produet of ecorn-growing -

end in so doing they produee menure whieh is returned to the

land, The inter-dependence of eattle and corn is so great that

the number) of eattle deberminer the area occupied by the corn (1)

When the crofters lost their hill graginge

A

the 16th. century a rotstional erop eulture besame ¢

at the beginning of

ol

in an economy whiech wes once chiefly psstoral, but

primarily asgrieulturel,

Few 1f eny crope ean be grown year efter year on the ssme

e0ill without imourring a greatly inereassed risk of attack by

dlcsefees and pests, Crop rotation, therefore, spart

altogether from i1ts other adventeges & essential
= [ = »

preservation of a healthy soll, yet ecorn or potato

for two or three years is no uncommon festure of the crofting

economy, Corn erops tend to exhsust the eo0il and leave it

weedy, whilst such root erops as potatoes restorg fertility

end reduce the weeds, Th is, however, to

alternste eorn crops with what may be called s restorstive crop.

In mmny ways ¢limste ig the most irportant condition

affecting retatdons, and in particular, rainfell is very often

L1

the gharscter of

and

found to be the mein feector as 1t determine:

the arable erops gwown, On this ec0l molet eeaboard oat:e

root erops predominate, The earliness of harvesting, the

- P A
endentc

cue tomary time of sowlng, both de on climate, also affect

l, E, Wakefield, Statistical and Politicel Account of

131"'.' IJ- l:f'-].

Irelend,
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the rotation, The influence of & soll predominantly sour, has

also a deelsive Anfluence on rotation, Oetes florish on soills

eontaining a good deal of ergeniec matter, and ere the best corn
erop for peat,

Beslides the principel rotation controls of climste end soll,
the ebsence of fencing must have been s determinant in the
soclal structure where commonage was & communal institution,
The general absence of feneing on the erofting holding: to-day
is 8 relic of thet time, when artificel boundaries other then
pest balks were unknown, in the early Celtiec soclety boundariee!
were usually nstural features esuch ag streems and rivers (1),and
whilst these are still the recognised limits of townlends, the
actual division is prineipally a narrow balk, a foot or seo high 0§
and about the same brosad, When these separate adjacent
holdlnge, they are often planted with furze to sssure
permanence and shelter, Ihe scarcity of furze is a notable
feeture of west Donegal vegetation conditions, Balks are
bullt to a helght of three feet when they bottom a field or a
slope; as they form a protection against erosion, While no
divislon mey retually exist between one plot end ano ther, the .
customary ones are drsins, Feneing 1s still in 1ts infaney
although the Department of Agriculture (2) has made greef f
etrides in encoureging this initlel step towards agricultursl |
improvement, Fences erected by eroftere are erude aff:irs of
bog-filr roots (gragain) placed at intervals aslong e boundery

-y -

le ReAeSeMcAllster, The Archaeology of Ireland, 19 By, Peba
o Elre, Eeventh Annuel Report of the Minister for Agriculture,

1057-38, pPe9bs
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and joined with wire or rope (Pleate 5), Where flelds h-ve

been stoned they are surrounded by dry-stone dlteches which ere
therefore of local material, e.g:,the laminated schistoee rocke
around Sheephaven, which give sn even bricklike eppearance, or
the irregular granitold diteches around Eillybegs. Then
stoning a field the crofter never elears it completely ae
rubble tends to conserve heat in cold earth and serate 1t,
Drains are of two types, either open or glosed, both forms
being the common method of draining peaty land, The closed
drain runs seross the pateh in order to ensure maximum
drainage and feeds the open drain, which becomes the mein
conduit for seepage water., The open drain,which usually acts
as & fleld boundaery,is a narrow trench 3 ft. deep and not more
than 2 ft, wide, with sides sloping gently to the bottom.
These are cleared annually and the mud spread on the lend, The
¢closed drain is nerrower than the open one and has o Nerrow
ledge on eagch side that runs the length of the drain, On 1t
sodes are placed eroes wise in order to cover a runnel about a
spnde wide theat cmrries off seepage water, The space from the
sods to the surface is then filled in ., Thie method of making
e drain conteining bottom ledges was quite eommon in Sligo (1),
Where actual soll « mineral detritus - 1s found, ne in valle
bottoms, the runnel at the bottom of the elosed drain ie mede
with rotke, a rock st each side and one acroess, And after @
finer layer of gravel haw been sdded, the drain 1s filled with

——

le Jo McParlan, Statietical furvey of Fligo, 1B0f, petfe
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soll, The crofter in penty lend ecannot use rock, becaure

it

would sink in the soft peat, As generatlon after generstion

edds a closed drain where bogginess 1g noticed, the arable

soon tunnelled by a network that needs eonstant renewal, o

to the collapse of the sod roof of the runnel, For extene

is

2

ivVe

|-.-‘ "
wing

bog stretches to be drained, either for fuel or agricul ture,

detalled schemes of arteriesl drainege, rather than the isolsted

individuaslictic efforts of erofters would be necessary (1),

Absence of fencing has alweys been acgsoeciated with

abeence of rotation, and the hindrences to suecessful fencing

operations under a system of rundele, were no less then the
i : t X : .
inylolebility of sucom and the preservation of winter

| 4

CoOmmoOnage., But with the growth of individualiem in

sgricultural practices after the dissolution of rundale, the

tendency to determine private grazings snd enclose arsble land

~y

was & natural corollary, The introductlion of enclosure

448

entieipated ecrop rotation, as without it edequate proteection

of the aerable was impossible, Enclosure a: perteining to a

Celtie rundale system 1p different tc that vhich contributed to

the disappesrence of the English openfield system: in the former

1t meant the crestion of walle or fences

in the latter cace 'enclosure! meant the divielon of common

lend for the purpose of enclosing them es privete property

T

( i

around holdings, but

)e

Where enclosure hes not yet been completed en alternative

protection for the crops 1s sought in herding,
. - ——

le Evidence before the Riclmond Commisesi s 18
fe IeF.0rant, Everydey l1ife on en old Highland Farm, 19

on. 1¢ =7, rald in, Ped
, p.a l:'t
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The three chief erops grown sre oats, potatoes and grads. '

The first generally oocupies lea-land, but where soll is very
poor, or where there is a deficiency of manure, oats follow
potatoes on lea-land, In the earlier rotationrl scheme, flax

was interposed as a third ecrop, with potatoes always as a first

=1

sowing: potatoes, oats (or Barley), flax,was the rotation in

erofter holdings slong the seaboard, Around Dunfensghy, for

exsmple, the scheme used be, potatoes, barley, oats and flax,
whilet in the Rosses 1t was sn alterstion of potatoes and
berley (1)e¢ The decline of flax and barley growing 1e ¢
remarkable feature of the sgriculturasl ecomomy of this western

conset, The flax agreage in Donegal fell from 6,000 seres in

1809 to 2,400 in 1937, a decrease due to the economlie |
adventages enjoyed by the more favoured northeeastern part of
the country, Linen yarn to the value of £2,000 was sold
monthly in the market at Ardara (2).

The only manure oats on lea-land get it eprinkling of
guans to forece the young shoots, When potstoes follow as a

aegondary ecrop the plot is well manured with manure and

seawe ed, A rotation of corn and potatoéfls now followed for
eight to ten years, after which deelining yields force the
erofter to break up a plece of lea-land or grasslund, As
clover 1 too heavy for peaty so0ll, Italian rye grass oOr
Timothy is sown with the last erop of corn, The land that 1s

le Jo MePerlan, Statietical Survey of Donegal, 1802, p.52,
2y Jtatislicad - Dpd " [Bliticad Recoont of [véiamd 183, Wl./ 5 D468
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now resting gete an snnual coerting of manure to redeem its

fertility. A two crop-rotation scheme with @ reeting perlod
every eight yesrs was the custom on emell holding: throughout
Ireland on the ﬁﬁ;ddle of the laet century, and especially on
noldinge in pesty areas (1), General ignorance of rotation end
the exhausting effects of oats on the soll are the only reasons
why oates should have followed potatoes on lea-land for eight
successlve years (2)s In esrlier times the erofter often took
two crops of corn out of a lee lend pateh and then res=ted it
for 7 or 8 yesrs (3).

While the arable is in cultivation every crofter has hi:
cow herded on the grass adjacent to his holding, or else lets
it roam safely on the rough mounteln pasture, which 1is
invariably separated by a diteh from the rest of the holding.
If he hervests his ocate or hey before his neighbour, the cow
grages around the etecke on his own stubble, carefully
attended by a buac!:r:"all (cee PediS )e When the erops in
adjacent holdings have been gernered and stored in o heggerd
nesr the housek, the arable is thrown open to sll ecattle and,
with the lea-land, provides the animals with scenty esutumn

end winter pastursge.

TRANSHUMANCE AND LIVESTOCK

i
o

nshumance was universally practised throughout Ireland

——

in ghelent times, and only ceased about sixty years ago on the
-

le "The Devon Report', vol,l, p.l4.
2+ Devon Report, p.75.
e Jo McPerlan, Statistical “urvey of Donegal, 180¢




el.
Donegal seaboard, The final volume of the Brehon Laws and

cenchus Mor mention this custom which is generslly supposed
to have decended from an esrly period, The mmber of cattle
permitted on the common mountaln grazing wa: }[%exiriu in
proportion to the area of the owner's farm, The righte of
greging were elsssified scecording to a standard, the cow being
taken as the unit, The legsl clessification was «ee geese
were equivalent to 1 sheep; 2 sheep to 1 dairt (or 1 year old
heifer)s 2 dairts to 1 eolpach {or. yeayr old heifer)s

2 colpache to 1 cowy and 1 cow and 1 ecelpach to 1 ox, The
unit of messurement in the crofting districts of the Scottish
Highlends was a cow and her "followers", that is, one ecslf,
one yearling, one two-yeaﬂ-oldfrg;e three-year-old, One cow

egqual to 5 sheep (1). If 1t suited a man he could

e
a

ubetitute the eguivalent of his cows in any other animal
i N

m

he chose, In the sixteenth and reventeenth centuries
was usual for the people of a townlsnd to retire witk
cattle to the mountain pestures and return to thelr farms

for tiwe harvest (i) The tomporary settlements or booliles
erected on the uplande lscked those soeiel emenities natural

to permanent settlement, yet the inconvenilence ent:iled in
migraeting to 2 summer grazing was necessary to & people whose
wealth, dowries, wages, and fines were measured 1n cows lﬁb.
As mountain greging wes let without reference to acresable rent

{
1, M,M,Leigh, The Crofting FProblem (1780-1883)
s Pe Wy Joyce, A Soeclal History of Ancient I

« Y0la2, E- 88y o %
De Do dugd én, The Ancient Tenures of Ireland, 193
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it was set under fixed standards 1in mountainoues Kerry,

Connaught, and west Donegal. Where mountain land was so ret,

the area to be lessed was seld to consist of =0 many gneeves,

cow's grases, Gollops or suume (1), These terms appegr to be

nearly synonymous and to mean 'the right of graging a certailn

nunber of cattle upon the common mountain or the possession

of o much arsble 1land as would, if in pasture, support the

seme number of cattle' (2). In Sligo,the adjacent county

outh of Donegal, the people of a vill:age turned out "a fixed

number of cellops" aceording to tenure, to greze the mountain,

Here a ¢ellop was sufficlent to graze & horse or two cows, or

four yearling calves, Filve goats were the equlvalent of a

COWe It 12 interesting to note that In Sligo ewesz were

milked, 2lthough the yield was not so great as th:-t of go#ts (3)

The price of a cow's grass veried in all localitlies « according

to 201l which determined gragzing fertility - from 1/8 to 17/~ (4
guum to the Scottish crofter was a cow's grass (5). In the

i

Scottish Highlende the scarcity of mountaln grazing demandes =some

conerete form of coeperation amongat the eroftere in order to

PR
detbrmine the number of cattle grazed by the members of the

community, To avoid fricticn’nr elected comnittee determine$

the number of sheep snd cattle kept by esch erofter (6). io-dn%
on the west coast of Donegal,any type of rough grazing land in

1. In "Belfest News Letter" 26/5/96, F.J.Biggar refers to eattle
pasture on weestern Colinward lMountaln being let In suums,

2+ The Devon Report, Vol.?, p«722,

3¢ Jo MeFarlan, Statistical Survey of 8Sligo, 1802, p.309

44, The Devon Report, 1847, vol.I, p.43l.

5e¢ MM, Leighe The Crofting Froblem (1780-

6e Go Melklejohn, The Settlements and HRoed

Pe 20

0

:Lﬂ[‘_iﬁ} No.d, 19 Ye [‘.‘ql.
s of Scotland, 1927, f
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let by the collop (colpa: bulloeck), as in

a ¢crofting area is=

the Rosses, or 'fear bo' (cow's grass) as around Kilerr and

Glencolumbkille. A cow's grase 1s approximately two acres,
The mountain grazing for the summer was let by the suum in
Tyrone (1). Ballybo = (cow's lend) is a very common prefix
in place names in the county.

I'ranshumance, which was the subject of s0 meny legal
enactments in Celtic Irelend, and an esteblighed sersonal
ritual in more reeent times with communal obeervences concerning
the number of animels being grezed, €nd the fact that

entalled the compulsory sbsence from home of & number of

general soheme of work as did the harvest, But 1t was
more than thist it was a vital nececsgity. In & communlty,

atory for & #eaconsl migration of livestock,

where 4t was obll
there must have been e revere limitation of avallable

greging lend, Grass wee the contrelling factor, Sueh
movements would hsve been unnecessery hed there been eufficient
pasturege, It 1= probable that there wae considerable

grezing nemep home, but the absence of any winter feeding stuff
other than grass, for we mey take 1t stall feeding did not
exist, would induce the ownere of enttle to preserve the
lowland grass petence for winter feeding, In the Scottlish
Highlends,; where environmentel featurees egimiler to those 1n

onegal prevail, there is this dearth of pasturage that

compelled a seasonal movement to the mountaln shlellings.

1, John McEvoye Statisticel Suryey of the Co. Tyrone,
1802, pe 340,
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Here the cattle hed to be esrried out of the cowshed
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ki
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very common

ITrepshumence died on thie strip of coast about
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[buailteachnr}, & practice that hed just gone with the coming

of thelr psrents' generation, The mountain greging need not
nececcarily have been loested near to those vho migrated every
summer, It seems that any type of upland pasture would not

sult but only thet which was gressy =nd dry (1), In the upper
“pey valley in Seotlend it wes customary to make & journey of !
six miles to the hill grazings, Here progress was made
upstream to the headwaters of the river when the cattle were
driven acrors the Mountains to a eelected grazing ground (2).

1llet adjscent mountains must have sufficed for cattle owners

J
in a poor pesture lowlsnd aree, it seems &8 i£ gpeclal areas
were populsr in some districte, The hille eround Doocharry,
1lying east of Gweebara Bay, seem to have been the boolying .
centre for the surrounding districts; the names Galwolie and

Crovehy, end just north of thie near Loughgnure, Ckohyboyle and

Ardmeen, are all rsgociated th trenshumence, In this region,
oegupation of the mountaln pastures started in May end cont inuec
til thebeginning of June, The Jjourney uphill was done by
both men and women, the men re¢turning whilet the women remained
above tending the ecattle, milking, end churning. In June the
menfolk agaln visited the grazing to escort the women and herd:
safely home, Another version states that the women remsined in
the hills from 8St, John's Dsy (la Eoin) until the harvest (3).
The vieinity of Lough Keel seems to have been @ popular plice
and was visited by a great ecrowd for the summer grazing: the
people of the whole lower (1,e. northern) Rosses concentrsted

P

Pe 10
1’!- l-' M I
£

l, Go Boate, Netural /listory of Ireland, 165 p
1. B

»
2e I§Fe.Grant, Everyday life on sn old Highland
S¢ Irieh Folklore Commission, Archives, 8,169,

L ]
1‘: :1)‘: ] P .IJ

le
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on this locality,end the period spent here secems to have been

happy one, The cattle were brought into Glen More for the

evening milking which was often folloved by dancing - to the

mueiec of en itinerant piper, The return Jjourney to the lowland:

wes made in Autumn, The boolles appear to have been in cluster:s

in "The Glen" to which the cattle were herded for milking, =snd in

which they remained sheltered in the open at night (1), Not less
s the l1life on a Scottish upland sumer

migration of the whole community to the hill =

mede in Mesy when the cattle, driven by the

anticlpated a merry time in their summer home, were followed by

carts carrylng blenkets, food-stuffe, dishe:

Just as in west Donegal, the gregzing ground

The downwrrd journey from the boolles wes made

S

allow the erofters gather thelir harvest, The

groups and were remsrkably like the west Donegel ﬁnithC'ch_$ ré
L. y -

hilst structural features differed in various regions, the Y
generesl type weas of rods, with » roof of braneches covered with
ecds, It woe oblong, but often eoniesnl, =nd was sc low thit
entrence was inpossible without ereeping through g little
opening which wae covered by the only door s Highlend sheiling
ever hed, @& "faggot of bireh twige placed there ocessionglly”,
The bed inside was composted of hesth on a bank of ecodes, while

»
Rl
L

two blankete end & rug served es covering:

Maire, Cioth is Dealsn, 1,10-11,
I. Fs Grant, Everyday life on an old Highland
s 118,
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furniture was a few wooden milk vegesels snd pendent shelves

made of basketwork to hold the cheese (1)

the shieling closely allied to the type found on the west

Don £ 1

Ponegal cosst is the "ereel shieling, which was eonstructed of

wickerwork covered with sods, These were used during the

Summer herding and were qulekly repaired or erected as oceasion
demanded (2),
The crofters around Gweedore hnd usually three pssture

grounds; the first in the home commcnage, the second on the

-
L4
0
3
I
-
=
-
-
.

he third in the mountains., The

) en grou A ¢ "‘,l__lw ut the yeer o g X a s tuve 5
neceasary Iin order to preve: ‘exupan', a fo: arnplysis that
was accompanied by a shrinking end sting away, sand ceured by
const 1 ness on the gour feeding ground, he Journ to

velle; wiileh cut deep into t 111le and, 41ﬁdo.v*'nr0 8
lakes, providedan easy means of ingrecs, It 12 interestin

-

ls 8, Gordon, Highways and Byewaye In the
« Slgurd Erixon., "Western Eurcpesn connectio
I'r] tion .’ :ir‘_- ’ I"'-'-E-'\'. :Y: P :41 3¢ ™

Oe Lord George Hill, Facte from G eedore, 3rd, .Edition, 1854

Ps 49,

s |
m
-
red




returred with them (1), Just #s the crofter depended on his

cattle for no emall part of his food so also did he depend on

hi

q

Pa.-‘)’z:i“' to migrate to mountain pastures at the beginning of the

sheep, after which a heather-mountain grsss ecomplex suppl nte

that In Gweedore sheep accompenied the eattle to the hill §nd

Lls sheep for ¢

mportant

umer with sheep alone, in fgotland the shielin ground

the j &8 heather type ! ndered 3 ultable for

pasture (4), m the Highland croft milking-eve re ar
't of 1 leirying eeonon in 1ddle of the
eighteenth century and 1t 1s poesid t the e lmportant
the me way on the westg Donegal o . In early Celtiec
t4n ewe milk 1 i impoortant £ ] 21 ' }.
further are amou r the cust ] -

ettermaceward and Owenamarra, (Abhann ne rbh) near Doocharry.
In thie ¢: koth ren end men lad the e le in the uplsnds
an tayed until vember (f¢ in)e ey brought along with
A Sty e . S E

Iu'ﬂ;,.:-"' I i K1l oG I I | 13 C i I ) 1t g e

Y ahama 4 8 o " f wa ' ale 3

1z se to imply, nce te ng ] a task, that

ienfoll did not live « ntl n t | g the wome
11d during the summer, but prepp: = 1 her tont home
ls Lord George Hill, Fecte from Gweedore, 3rd, Editi on, 1864,
e 1-'.

e Dy Holland, Landlord in Donegel. 1876, p. 77
e Statishicad & Toliticat Recovnt of Ivetand, 182,001, pe 347.
4e 14 Fy Grant, Everyday Life on an 01d Highlend Farm, 1924,p.60
O Fo W, Joyces A soclel History of Anecient Irel:s nd, 1903,

©8,

lothing, =0 much so, that the sheep becsme ar
artof the general plen of transhumence (2). In
W@K&ﬂe[d noted that 1% was common in Mountainous
£

.

unfit for cattle until i1t hsad been grazed exten ively by

it

LR SUDDL

Uol. 2, pel36s
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pastured from 8pring to Autumn it is reasonable
calving, and probsbl

mideWeles a similar intricate movement of =heer

3 e pu n * AP a8 & -r.T
because of leck of sultable pasturd (1), and anx

successful lambing, Like the sessonal mi

handd awA =9 BT - iy f 3 ) p—

f:.r:¢.-4_.£.} and summer uplend “': d) farm g 18 .¢h
F 4

. B e il ol ora g . " 3

(B I"imm. tl\i_ f'.):""." -,',_i._— ]le.i.lu._‘r{-

.} § young sheep to the lowland:

L
I|
I‘.

Vol 25, pe 27,

altitudes 1s cerried out &t recognised timee dur?

o . & y P bl & Ly e — - -
sheep 1in West Donegal, thi elsh movement of win

S5 eI Dé& LUTEaFEe, -Ilf i i l { f t MOYVEm i 1 £ 1{'
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at a bog at Drumkelin (Donegal) and was sbout 12 ft. squars

and ¢ ft, high, with two compertments each 4 ft, high, It

wes little more than a sleeping shed with two berths (1);

resldence must necessarily have been temporery in such an
inconvenient structure,

The next example of & booly 1= the more pretent
of recent times, Ineteed of a crude shelter we have e
reslidence obviously modelled on the lowlend home and equipped
with those necessities which, while sffording the minimum of
comfort, must have been selected because of their portability.
he booly was rudely constructed of rough stones smeared with
mud, and was chimneyless: it wre thatohed with heather or bent,

It hed a front and beek door, and & hole, that served aes &

T i 5% ik sriana s ' . - - 4
nuunber 01 die daom tiC uter i e C | Ly péendent on
; = & 2 & e . -
WIS QA48 e 01 i) E razZin 4 I'OE Nome o 1 1P0O] J:"'J'l a ti:
1n r 44 - T . . 53 wa o il ] . o ol o ’
Uranding Cup, & COUrNy TWO Or TWIred PLEEADNE & Lade na | 8nove
. =19 r i % A o~ e i A NS oA ase B A=) - . Fe 4
&8 well 28 & Trude Dedstead Illled with =¥, er Nnd pouwatoOes

made up the furniture cf the mountuln eublin, half of which wae

-
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boolies used by his tenants in the mountains were of the erudest

possible type and probably of séds as other convenient bullding

material, either stones or withies, ie the bere
2 I

uplénds they frequented running from Loughanure south towerds

D i‘.’lCinf.‘-I'r‘J .

We may conjecture the state of an impoverisghed crofter's

booley when we realise that 0'Flaherty, a seventeenth century

chleftain of Iar Conmnaught, lived in & booley constructed of

withies plastered with mud, throughout the Summer,

There w

one room in which the femily and some cattle

clustered at night,
1 . . . - 5 s .
The thateh roof of mountain bent (fionnan ban) hed a hole in it

for emitting the =smoke from the phieh was in the middle of

the room, It appesrs that a new dwelling wee erected ennually

hill pasture.(l),

hill dwelling is

Vot
wif 1l

mentioned by
{(2) who noted that

"04."‘_. B0

nercers

in mountainoues districts the cattle-

were mostly nomadic end moved their dwelling "aceording

to the commodity of pasture for their cows", These herders

were not Joth to sleep Jecqsion demanded,

¢lay cabin or a e boughs of trees

wialles « and roofed with sods, fire wae in the

theé 1loor, the smeke escaping through 2 hole in the

roof. ine occupants ley around the fire with their feet
towards 1t. fhls type of booly must heve been small and the

Duriton's Letters No.2, in MeelLysaght's
ceventeenth Century", 1936, p. 344,

2e e Morley, Ireland under Eliga James the First,
(Aecourits by Spenser, Davies and Horyson), 1890, p. 430,

1e

beth and
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lattice that could be easi]

type of 1y transported. A

epade, for cutting sode, would have been the only article
necessary lor completing the cabin at the next eamping ground,

the mountains the life of the herders wss almog

belng determined by the abundence and

luxurisnce of avallable grazing, Thelr food was milk and
whitmeats, Spenser testifies to the permanence of the hill
dwelling en he mentlions that lawe-breakers retiredto the safety

wild out of-the-way place” So great a

part did transhumance play in the agricultural eéconomy that a
grets mount of the timi pent on herds and herding in ’Eﬂ:{e
eixteenth century Ireland (2).
f all the artiel carried %o the mountain home, the churn

(cuinneog) the most important, It was the key to this

hace of the crofter's culturel landscape and a token of the

r rdependence of ner end herd, he milk yield was the

i f his prosperity and pleyed a mo important part in

5 g

2 . ot as we i A . . = # o i
ial level before the introduction of the

»at ? 3 ‘ e} o &l G '\.A- ali it Shuk 1;,_ MEERSUIS i‘,J,J .Ja IS t‘.[;.‘::
B f f 1 9 2 : | 1 =~ &
disappear @ al the crofter's téple dlet of milk foods,
- = L1 X & M W
generally celled ltmests, Jairying of a itive kind,

ion, das carried on in the summer

produgca wee the most

quantities wete consumed, greater t precent day, when
1s S,H,0"Gr:dy. Catelogue of Mss, in the British Mu: ewn, Vvol.l,

e He Norley, Ireland under Elizabeth and James the First,

(Accounts by Spenser, Davies and Moryson), 1860, p.430 ,
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white bread, strong tea timee a ¥ with margarine from

et
~
o

Engliesh factories or butter from an esst Donegal eresmery ta

the place of homeegrown food, Cuellar mentioned that

vialting a esbin in eouthern Donegel in 1588 he wes given "sour
milk" (buttermilk) and oaten bread (1), and not that oater

bread, buttermilk, and butter compri: ar diet, whilst

s -] F ! —
€d T8 popull

on Feast Daj gsome half-gooked flesh without breesd or

salt wae

consumed (2), Until the beginning of the present

century,

potatoes, ocaten bread, milk, and fish crofter's

diet of milk, butter, curde and fish, whilet some, but few, had
e little br either oaten or barley (3), The importance of

'whitmeats! in the ¢ rofterts diet 1= indicetive of the

I e f cattle rather then erops in their live: 3
' ‘ a chanre town: :,, - “‘i-n-.t- ad rether than o mill (11-1:1‘_116
! ve been making iteelf felt «"their food wes potatoes,
1 d, » ® benefits of the ses-chore, with some milk
end bubter"(2) ip Wilkefleldl'ls time conten bread wae luxury
) e en bread waes a luxury

In enrly dsys the tendency wes to esrve all wooden articles
ch as churs ut of the rclld plece of wood rather than builld
{
2 UPy ave by atave (€), es in the modern article (fig. 11).

Cuellar's Adventures

1.,Captain
" E.._:.: 1,‘.:., "..

Tranal:

inConnemsre and Ul
Allingham, 1897.

E j‘(}‘".’ A.‘-)-lr-r.])"-fl]

2e Ibid, p. 17

SedeleWalker, Historical Memoirs of the Irish Barde, 1818,
Vols 245 De 199,

tedy MeParlen, Statistical Survey of Donegal

L
< @

e

1eld, A

(i b I
Wakef

SeEe W Statistieal and Political fgcount of Ireland,
1812, p.781,
GeReAsSs MagAllster, The Archaeology of Irelsnd, 108 » PelB3,

|
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This type of dash-churn 1s found throughout western Donegal

andc

i{s popular because of 1its portability and slze, few croftere

-

having more than one cow, Loecal eoopers uged fashion it out
i 4 A

of beech wood staves and hoop it, but nowedays 1t i¢ bkought
complete with plunge (loine) in a general cstore.

Iranshumence of the type just mentioned ie an integral (
part of modern Norweglan leiry-ferming in mountalnous distriéts, ||
In Spring the women and cattle are conducted to the hill pasturel
by the men who return for th
are sturdy log huts almost
valley homes, Every morning

milk for the district dairy.

) |

the valley road on an endless
pastures above, Since the fowl rfyn go to the hill grazings f
the sole occupation of the women is tending the cattle snd fowl, é
varied by such homecrafts ss knitting and embroidery.

The Donegal crofter who has a recleimed piece of land as an

outfidld prectises a modified form of the fecottish system of
tgathing! (1)s ~ Instend of moving a walled enclosure for his J
eows about the outfidld in order to manure the ground and ensure h
thorough pesturing, the erofter hess resort to one of three
things; first, he can hobble his cow, or ti
practised to-day in the Channel Islands and graze his outfield
in eirelesj or lastly, he may econfine his beast to a chosen gpot
by herding. Few crofters have more than two cows, whilet

generally, only one 1s porsersed, To-day, instead of a

- e -

1, I, F, Grant, Everydsy life on an old Highelnd Farm, 1028,
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rich pummer pasture in the mountains, the erofter's cow must

feed on the rough heathereelad ecommonage adjagcent to the house,
with perlods spent on the more verdant outfield which is usually
eropped bare st the end of the sefson, It 12 on thie fleld that
the animale greze during the more ecuable daye of winter, i
CATTLE,

The effects of enviromment, especially soill snd climate
be seen in the many breeds of domestle stock on the Donegal coas
even allowlng for the @ifferences brought about by human seleecti
action, Generally specking, the crofter's cattle are light in

colour, brown, white,and their variations, and show little

>

asgociatlion other than in size, '\ﬁth the Kerry cow, which i:
purported to be the "netive'! enimal, The Kerry might be native

n regions, in the south-west and north, but there are

[ S

to certa
examples of small ndtive cattle in the north of Ireland beling 1
light in colour, usually brown bellled with white or fewn back |
and shoulders, The persistency of the rainfall, scarcity of
gsultable pasture and absence of limestone stunted the growth of
mels and weakened them considerably. It 18 worth while 4

noting that the yleld of a good Highland cow in 1769 was one

L=

Scots quart of milk (ebout one imperisl gallon), and that celving

3 ng

took place every second year, owing to the poor winter feed é), i

and this wae from best Bleck stock whieh were usually eas high

o

g & Guernsey cow when fully growni the inferior ylelded no more
than one Scots pint, It 1s likely that the native bleck
Highland cattle are of the same stock as their black prototypes

4

in Kerry. As the milk yleld i@ determined by the care, breedin

and feeding of animal, an impoverishment of any of these factors

(Y LFE Gvant. Gerqydny Lfc on an Ol Hfgh.'av-i Fare , 19%%, p6/.
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will seriously affect 1t.

The Kerry cow, which is of two colours, black send red, is il

innately doelle owing to its long assoeiatio with n beings
v L &5 n UF.!.".-. J“"L.' ,

and thrives remarkably on poor grasing, It is belleved to be
of very ancient breed although it ecannot be traced farther begk !

than the eighteenth century, The annual milk yleld, which is

dependent on the feactors noted above, averages 350 gallons on
fairly good grasingsy the laetetion perlod of 40 welks in =

fairly healthy ecow, 1z reduced to an average of 24 weeke in e
Donegal crofter's animel (1), It eould be that the red breed

of Rerry
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1ight coloured eattle of the sort native to Donegal up ull
1910 1t was custorary for the mountainy men of Moneghen and
lyrone to bring their native stoek to the fair st Clones where |
they competed in vein with the better bresd: lere the native ||
cow was small - "sbout the size of a donkey" - and was light
yellow in colour, the lightest colouring being on the back.
Becausze of their down-turned wide horns, thelr poor milk yield

of about 300 gellons, and agility bred of their rocky environment
they soon fell into direpute and became extinot. The native N
bleck eattle, which were common elso in Tyrone snd Donegal (£),

werye describod 1 1§oy
ARE D ving "nerrow loins and thin querters; they had short legs :

large bellies, snd white faces; their horne, whiech turned

wards were remarkabl

s

de set, and they had large dewlaps"(2);at

=
(3]
P
b

that time they were doomed to extinetion as & neral farm animals

——

L wv'e

Le ?rdfgica Survey Memoirs, of Donegel, R.I.A. Box, s Lower
Moville, 3.

John McEvoy, Statistieal Survey of the Co. Tyrone, 180

le Gaelteacht Commission Report, 1925, p. 43
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Norwegian mountain eattle in the foothill distriets around

Galhdpiggen, which are given to transhum nee, are similar in
colour and slze to the light coloured native Irish stock, They
are light in colour, generally yellowebrown, and hesve wide
branching horns whigch, however, are more like thore of Highlund '
cattle, An essentlal difference 1= in the great milk yield of
the Norweglan cow, due to recent govermment instruction and
selective breeding.

In western Donegal the change of breed was gradually
introduced by the Depsrtment of Agriculture which encoursged
the use of Galloway, and black polled (Aberdeen) Shorthorn bulls,.
The introduection of highly bred bulls caused considerable
opposition from those who considered the western Donegal sea- '
board too severe for the finer type of cattle (1), preferrin

instead; an inferior breed that would be more smenable to the ’

¢limatic and physical extremes experienced there, The ¢ rofters
showed the greatert ppposition, as their preference for none-
pedigree Shorthorns testified, Through time however, they

introduced the Galloway and Aberdeen Angus with more success (2).

The polled Angus, Ayrehire, and Devon (3), which rreceded these

(=5

o r, J
were declded fallurelfin the erofting sreas as ﬂiqﬁhﬂ;?ﬂ~nrfly
\Ibeuf producers; and as the calves succumbed to the severity of
an alien envirorment, At the beginning of the nineteenth
cantury thef irst experiment in breeding was attempted by

1, Repdrts on Agriculture and Technilecal Instruetion in Ireland,
1907, Vol. 1, Pe 69

2¢ The Congested Districts Board for Ireland, 7th, annual Report
1898, pe 10,

o¢ Ordmance Survey Memolirs of Donegel, R.l.A, Box 282,

Tullyanguish, CedP. p. 57.
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erossing Durhams with native stoek (1) but 1t wes unsuccessful

owing to the 1

nabllity of the weskened progeny to adapt

themeelves to loeal conditions, The present cattle on croft-

er holdings mey be regarded as the progeny of a Galloway-native
= o [ = E E o/ i

crossing, and are remarkable for a roughness of coat [
=¥ ] C 2

characteristie of the native Donegal beast = "a small animal

th a rough hide" (2} = that the Kerry lacks,

——

fla

W

Naturally,

careless breeding in reecent times hes resulted in a nondeseript

type, teechnicelly known as Pensioners, The dally yield

as low as four quarts a day,

i
The Galloway, by nature a mountain animal, thrived in

environment, the extreme elimate ]

fnd poor pasture of which were

unsuited to the Angus, Croseing it with the native breed must

: |
ave Ilnereased the milke-yield 3s the native animal waes an !

impoverished specimen and the Gallowasy primerily & milk producer, |

Native cattle,which were reared until rccenty by the Earl

of Meath,showed the ¢ontrolling infRuence of environment on the

bulld of the animal, On hile Meath estate they were of gigantie

proportions almoet reaching the height of a horse,whilst the

samé breed on the west Dongal coast was stunted, 1

Since the ¢ rofter 1s engaged essentially in subsistence

‘ frrn*nﬁrtne eannual sale of a calf is= of ctonsiderable importance §

i in his economy A5 +=ebd the milk yield is to-dsy

8y an indirect
|

meane of augmenting inecome, The Galloway calf is & nardy little

beast that can stand weaning at an earlier date than most breeds,

le C4 Lewis, Topographicel Dietionary of ‘reland, 1837, Vol. 1
p- ’:740

Holland, Landlord in Donegel. 1876, p.zl.
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- usually 4 weeks, Besides, it ie naturally polled, end ie

capable of being fattened rapidly into good beef that supplies

the popular merket's demends for emall jointe,

The appropriation of mountain grazing by the landlords on

“of

the west coast. at the beginning of the eighteenth ecentury was

the chief cauese that led to the cessation of boolevin
. £

This

change of soclal custom imposed with sudden finelity deprived

the crofter of his chief grezing ground end confined his

animals to the impoverished pasture of the lowlend, The

curtnilrtniﬁ of the area avallable greazing naturally resulte

in & reduetion in the number of cattle, and g8 milk-foods

3
- Ll

were

the staple food, an alternative souree of flood was sought in

J‘htllﬁih on the shore, and imported commodities, As the resmlt

4.

of this change ,about 800 families on the west Donegal coec
were living in 1870 solely on seaweed erabs and cockles,

upwards of 600 who, prior to this hcd sufficient livestoc
deprived of asny animal end ass & corollary butter end milk
1t was ssserted thet before this ap ropristion, mountain

grazing was the only pasfurg the erofters h.d (2). The

44" WA

people contend that fishing beesme general only gfter they had

L

lost thelr mountain grazing, and was really & substitute

st
whilst
s WEIre

(1)

old

the gap ceused in the common diet by the ommision of milk and
ite assoclated foods, It is only since the end of the last

century that the general possession of at least one cow,
in independent mountainous areas, beceme general, The

le¢D, Helland, Landlord in Donegal, 1876, P+Pe 106107,

feUrdnance Survey Memoirs of Donegal, Box 2y C.68, Q6.




112,
enforced breek with transhumpance wae revolutionary to a peoplyp

who depended more on thelr cattle than on grain: it deprived
them of cattle-grazing and milk, of sheep pasture and wool,and
was contrlbutory totheg eneral disappearance of homespun as
everyday apparel except in two sequestered mountainous areas, |
Dunlewey and the hinterland of Ardara, But a greater change
than that of food hed oecurred, Not only did the erofter now
resr his cattle for milk but for beef as well, because

exorbitant rents demamded the development of his sgricultural
ecomomy to amplify his income, 20 great had the dependence of
the crofter beceme on his cattle in this reapect,thet & hay
famine in 1860 around Glenties resulted in a great fall in the
cattle population,and resultant poverty to their owners (1),

The disposition of the Donegal crofter with regard to hie !

cattle 1= not due to any ignorance on his part, le makes use |
of all avalleble material in foddering and bedding them and

&

imporewés thelr byre when the oecasion arlsed, But pasturing

¥

he
-

p_~.
. 3

cattle 18 now a thriftless and unprofitable undertak Y
anmial calf is sold at a low price, mostly to travelling jobbers
(2)e Even this disadvantage 1s imposed by environmental contro:}
he must sell his calf as there is inadequate grazing for it. In
this he 1s akin to the crofter fermer of North Ulet who esells his
calvee to Jobbers from the mainland, he cow ie kept until it
eventually dies of the common complaint = tubereulosis, 0Often
the teeth have so fer decayed because of age that the animal

1l Hy Coulter, The West of Ireland, 186 De 518, .
2e Agriculture and Teernical lF’t“thlnn AGP (Ireland) 1899,
Report of Departmental Committee, p. 70.
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has to be destroyed, The hide 1s then sold for a few shillings

Moryson's remarks on this tendency are especially pertinent: ;
“"they will not kill a cow except it be old and yield no milk"(1l) Ml
In 1860 (2) there were 187, 583 cattle and 159, 528 sheej
in Donegal, while in 1937 (3) the numbers were 141,463 cattle i
end 157,696 sheepj whilst the cattle population deeressed
considerably, that of sheep remained approximately the same,
A conslderastion of the recently published staticetics (4) reveal
that Donegal has the lowest ppoporticn of cows per acre in the
country, being 1 to 7,8: the topographiecally similer sreas of
Mayo and Galway have a ratio 1:6,9 and 1:7,1 respectively;

4

Vlestmeath

Futa
=4

13600 The cattle population in thewestern

crofte must hfive been considerably grester before excessive

iy

sub=dlvision tock place, owing te the more expansive pasture

held by individual erofters, But the cattle populat

W

[
O
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o
o
| o
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cr
m

fluctua%fnn“;wn'lst being elosely associated with variatione in

areal occupations and internal soeial economy .ere

Q
'
g
=
3
7
3

importsnce when the health of stock is to be considered, A= in
the case of the erofters (see pysJo ) the prevalent dieease is

tuberculosils, Ignorance on the erofter's part to report to |
the loecal govermment
the 'aleld' 1g conduecive not ohly to further contamir
the byre and on commonages, but in the kitchen as well:

tuberculosis of the udder ommon and hsrd to deteec

_.
L
l._l
15

e
0o

l.H.Morley, Irel nd under Elizsbeth and Jemes I, 1890, p.4:8,
PLely Coulter, The West of Ireland, 18¢2, pe 287,

3s Ireland, Statistical Abstract, 1928, pe 6% '
4,Ibid, p. 45,
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Affection must have spre«d very rapldly owing to the sbsence

L
of fences between affected and nq;nffcct:d cattle; and the '

&

ebeence of a favourable perecentage of sunny days tends to

retain the bacilll in the droppings and grazing, Absence of &
good supply of fresh water and the interference of poultry from

affected menure heaps are additional factors in spreading the

it
fela

disecse (1), The premonitory signs of major developments 1n
the disease are indicated by convulelve goughing which 12 usuallj
ignored, Govermment inspectors are confronted by a difficult

task in trying to get the western smsll-holder to report cases,

When a tuberecular animel les reported for slaughtering it 1is
examined and valued by a govermment Veterinary surgeon,
Compensation varies from £ of the market veslue if the dirsease ies

4 b

not advanced,to + of velue if diesescce is advanced,. Ihe
minimum compensation is £1,:.10, 0, In 1938 the greatest number
al slaughterings in any county for bovine tuberculosils
was 74 in Donegal, which was 43% the total of the rest of the
country (2). ¥hile Bonegal has the smallest proportion of
ecattle per county in the country, the grant mede in 1938 for

animals slaughbered there under the tuberculosis order was the

-

The moat sellent festure int he relationship between the

crofter and his cow is that ppactice known as herding,

1

Obviously a substlitute for the more extensive transhumant
activities, herding embraces all the feantures with few of the

l,S0ome Diseases in Farm Animale, Bulletin

2elreland, 7th. Annual Report of the Minister for Agriculture,
1??7-58. De 1130

Jelreland, 7th, Annual Report of the Minister for Agriculture,
1037=38, ped6.
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| edventages of uphill grazing, Whilst herding on common

gragings 1s of very ancient date (1) the erofter herd on

=

west egon:
o
crofting community, when trsnshumance waes prectised, was
better populated and hence more fertile area than toeday
erofters have an extenzlve grassland wheron a eow c@n be
the custom is for & herd (buachaill) to follow the dnimel

grazing the moorland and move 1t when necéssery to a ch

pasture: two or three neighbours' cowe might be grazing
There 1s a growling tendeney however, to have s sing

owerds limitation of gragin
private ownership in recognised h:

-
1A am = YT O L
4 AR T2s ABm ( ONMInona

€rofter chi 1;3.1‘('.1‘.,‘."?‘-.0 tend thelr cows over the ssme are

averagec wage for
nthe lasting from May to November, The buachsill in
case is usually e boy who has left school .and is wailting

lePy By Joyces A, Soclal History of Ancilent Ireland, 16
Vols 2, pe 282,

as nelther the same range nor pasturage as hi

Yii
i

was an occupation determined by adult supervision on a change

thie

predecessors, It may be assumed that the common grazing in s

A
« Fow
graged
when
e of

-

together

his lsolated charges apart from neighbouring cattle, which tends

e, and eventually feneing. An esséntial

ifference between the two practices 1s that where transhumence

of pasture and enviromment, herding is notably a task for

throughout the summer and the more equable days of winter, The
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to Scotland for sessonal work, The gecond type of herd ig the

child who earns £2 for herding for the same period after school

hours. Whenever a beast sinks in soft bog after reain (1 n-
ebar) the seresms of the herd bring neighbouring erofters quicke

ly to the scene where they dig a plt around the bogzed cow, fix

ropes under its belly - being careful not to injure the udder -
end, having ralsed it sufficlently, place planks or sods nearly
to ensble it to move to safety.

Hobbling both ecettle and horsees, or tethering them to a

s done
l stake, on any redlaimed land to ensure even cropping. Thie

A
practice of tethering animals may be accounted for partly by
the cbsence of fences and partly bg the smallnese of the holding,
Not only are cows so hobbled,but goats snd horses as well,
Besides delimiting the grazinge ares, the langal - usually from
right forefoot to right hind foot - prevents the cow £from
reaghing a e¢orn or potato-pateh, the only protection of whieh
is o balk or, at the most, a double wire between bog-fir stumps.
Owing to the constant attention devoted to cattle fencing is
unnegessary in this erofting area,.

The constant exposure to inclement wedther for slmost six
months of the year together with under-nourishment, sre the
chief causes of tuberculosis in so meny erofter enttle, Few
people bring thelr cows to the shelter of thebyre during wet
weather and the only time sueh provision 1e made for them 1e at
night when they are brought in, not for proteetion from rain,

but for the sake of the manure, As the majority of byres on &

the weat coast are the dilepideated dwellinge of a previous

=]

generﬂtinn,the conditions are not econduetive to good health in

the cattle,
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Wil ol Wil

the coast, Around Kilesr the refuge from thatehing and

'drawvn' (eleaned) eorn straw,tled in bundles, 1

The bedding material used in the byre differs widely along

surplus

)18 common, WWhen

this is unprocurable, fern is cut when brown in Autumn and used,

Shore dwellers use sand which 1s carted from the byre at the
of winter and forms sn ideal top dressing for potatoes,
Generally, animal bedding consists of the most gcommon and

suitable vegetation iy the distriet concerned,

Areas e.ges ot Drumeen, north of unglow, heathe:

-

bent are used, At GRencohumbkille inferior hs

¥ is used, wh

aka

in the ﬁcrECF oaten strav and heanther fire the alternstives,

every case the used bedding 1s converted into manure

" |

t 18 alwa;

re
o =

beddtnq other than straw 1s being vsed, the ple

in Autunn in erder to avold dampness, Rushes, and 'sprit!,

a

which are much favoured around Glenties and Ard:re

8, are cut w

end

In mountainous
r and mountain

ilet

In

* Whenever

cut

vhen

brown owing to the innep pith being so retentive of molsture, In

reventeenth century Ireland green rushes were s recognised
bedding for man and beast (1). Herther 1s rarely used, and
only the soft sheots, because ite fibrous nature m
decomposing in the menure heep: 1t is only substituted when

supplies of more suttable bedding are serrge, A comm

in the mountainous distriets of Banegh in the south is a eot

use 88 bedding during the winter,

Seventeenth Century," 1039, p, 344,

mountain graes (ciob), which is eut and eteecked in Autumn for

then

non bedding

AI'ES

les Dunton's Letters No, 2+ in MecLyseght's “Irieh Life in the
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One of the most interesting customs sssoclated with cattle,

and which survived until the middle of the eighteenth century wes
that known as the "Glenswilly Decrees™ (1), The Decrees were
originated as & meens of obtaining payment for illicilt spirits,

and as such a debt could not be legally recovered, the poteen
| = wf s 2

distiller '"1ifted' hies debtor's cattle which were restored when

P

the dpbt 8 pald., A development of the Decrees, which were a

firmly established institution on the west coast of Donegal,

£5 foom A, he got a reputable person to szteal a co from him
d conceel 1t. A was then approached for the recovery of a

Y 2 b4 = M e a B e . N enwa &b A
umg A littl deseg than the \i-sh-, and asked to leave 1T 1A &

certain place or told to whom he should give 1t. n payment,
18 cow was returned and the 'thief'! recelved hls fees, which

In the system of transhumance as practlsed in

erofting eren, sheep were herded with

looked upon as &n integral part of the subslstence crofter

. WS - - - alkd s & s | o . +
farming, & means of satisfying the demand Iol clot

- ———

1.Hs Coulter, The West of Ireland, 1862, ps 300,
2.,The Devon Report, vols 2, ps 916,
3e Pacts from Gweedore, p, 19,




Whilst trenshumance was practised

nds (1), around Carrick,

1

until a mueh later date that "herde of native as

flocks of native sheep" ecould be

mountain grazing by Seottish sheep

ineteenth century on the invitation of Mr MM

by & simultaneou uk:urpn

landlords all along the eoa:t, which resulte in a

=1 a p

ppesrance of the native sheep and rights of comm
this time, about 1 )3 the west Done eroft
ana cattle on his upland casturd a is owm
cognised that butter and milk were cessities

olation, wes deeply influen: by new modee ¢
. — o ’ oo N 1 r .
compulsory sessonsl migration, The zdult
o . . . P, =E A I~
nt g canty life at m nught g fai
¥ < v =1 1 =z 1 tive sheaav e i | +4
LI\ || = COTL na . N NaglLye . e1 .

e~ o P ey o M
LIrpLUE Negligible, a8 a1
5 o ’

Y% ke " y -

AOUERN Ppascure and fe 1.1

tion of hill pastur:

Coulter, The West of Irela d, 1862, p. 313.

Holland, Landlord in Donegal, 1876, p. 37
ireland, 1%1c2,

8¢ Blunt, The Land war in

Hollend, Landlord in Donegal,
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scarcity of plge may

owe soméething to the general disappesr-

ance durling the Famine, before %hich they

on potato

It was because of an incregse

introduced into the

The economic

potato=-land

Blaskets

was, 'as now, consi

lower than that of eattle.

Both were domestiec

cattle. Besides, cattle were invelusble in mail

fertility of clecsely cropped p

grazed by

gsheep alone lnevitably

manurisal velue

throughout the year,

exigencles demanded

attended only

treat them as members of a herd, attenti

n bbing paid to

ollectively - all being @ippedand elipped

predeg¢essors, with

ic sheep, looked

upon them as Individuals,unevenly e¢lipping thi

for wool to be knitted

occasion arocse (3).

into soeks,

esta "'e A t ':_-u 1!.:0{'_.‘:1'—;:1‘3 ’ thﬁ‘ I" enrci

sheep prerented a bizarre appesreanc

One animal

hindquerters e¢lipped

would be

covered with wool, whilst

1. Ireirs

1ds Industrial ricultural,

I
2e¢ Thomee 0 Croan, An t-0ileanach, 1935,

d¢ Lord G, Hil1ll1l. F

b =t

Gweedore,

P
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forequarters and its hindquarters fleeced (1).

¢lipping and plucking was very cormon in Mayo w
sheep was sheared in sueccessive months to mee

demand, In Kerry the sheep was clipped be

on eAch cheek (2), As the shearing took place

wool muet have been valusble and in great demand

sheepowner elipes his flock onee a year, in June
of summer will not encourage vermin
that éhe fleece will be long enough to serve ac
protection to the animal during the winter. D1

antidote to disease and vermin weas unknown unti

Ir'é¢ X

Irreguler

e

Cej}

£ @ liel =]
¢ L SU0me

«
e

twice

En eco

and effective eppliance in the form of & portable

wags introducéd in 1901, under the eusplices of th
Districts Board (3),

I'ne native sheep, which were vervy emall, t
i o ] « 3

quarters, with nsrrow loins (4), had a poor fleece

a

half

-
PI'éER .}

|l"](

for a tuft

the

The modern

het

the heat

aggote,; end

. Sk :
sheep-dipper

he Qonge

wool (5), and c¢losely resembled the Seottiech Blackfeace,

vere prrt of an economy which reared snimale

milk, wool, and manure, and never considered them

undertaking until rents and taxes interrupted the

crofter's soclal structure, in whic farming was
remalning independent rather than an svenue to £1i
Like moat enterprises on practically virgin roil

LeLord George Hill, Facts from Gweedore. 3rd. K

. Wl @

ditl

Zed e Binnr. Miseries end Besutie: of Ireland, 1837, vol.

0 e

L= "

Cenol
A means
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..G.D.n. af Irclh;u, 1lthe Annusl Report, 1902, p. 11.
d.Slatislicad” mpod Foliticad ﬁa:auﬂl' QFIYPJ"M 51872, Vod,j, 1

5« Ordnance Survey Memoirs onegal, HRaphoe,
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prof

L]
itable

must heve been highly

constal etrip as Olghert,

to meet the increfeing demands of
menufacture, which thrived becaus

foreign competition (1), Furthe

of collecting triflin

-

8um

host of emall crofters was

It may be assumed that the

this coest wer

o g
-t

at the meé time being introduced

mark a new era in the Highlend

£
L

netive

Unprolific, andtural adaptation ow

1@ lamb mortality i1s very hig ’

to an internal inflammation at

defeet in the milk is ceused, as theerof

someé unknown mountain moss.,

The

the ewe feeds, the

=

gher 1g the 1
At first Blackfeeced Ssottish

acclimatise themselves to the ady

=
o

786 introduced in 1892 under @ Nges

improvement schemes, succumbed to

and leek of renge (4)s In furthe

Blackfaced were eross: with nativ

Me M, Leighs TheCrofting Probl
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prospered, It was the gredusl improvement of native stock,
rather than the inmposition of s foreighn breed in an environment
whiéh was almost, but not quite similar to home conditiong, that
succeeded in supplanting the individualiesm ceharacteristic of =
erofting economy, by a capitalistiec scheme of sheep farming, In
the agricultural hilstory of every nation the time eomegs, sooner
z glves way to large

or later, when small-scele famlly farmin

i
L L

]

seele capitalist enterprises in which & smaller proportionate
expenditure of money and lecbour will secure a higher return from,
the land, 'he process of sdaptation 1s not en essy one and
even when overseas settlement or alternative occupations ar

open to the displaced or delimited ereofter, there 1lr always

much difficulty

¥ end hardshlp,
RUNDALE,

It was not untll the end of the nineteenth eentury that the
system of rundale with its impoverishing practice of s=ub-
division was prohibited, In early daye it hed taken pleuce
when a rise in population or tillage demanded a readjustment #f
the avellsble lands the bog and mountain remeined common to sll

fin

(1). In more rcgent times subdivision took place on the desth
of a parent, when the ‘croft, usually the smallest size which
gould give profitsble employment to & frrmer, wa8 I = cerved

up a8 & means of providing for his famlly after his demise,

Y

Each son &s he merried was installed 1h hies portion, end the

1, Dy Ogghlan, The Ancient Lend Tenures of Irelsnd, 1933, p.58,




sons=-inelaw often reeceived as, dowries of theipr brides some share

A
of the holding (1), To-day, the eldest son brings his wife to
his father's house, which he will eventuslly inhbrit, whilst the
rest of the family sre forced to ceek alternstive sources of
living, Before this e newly married son erected his house on
his portion and so added to the inevitsble congesatlon, Frior

L -
omeepf
to this sub-division in specisl enses _ontv we forbidden by the
¥ bl B3 N

: .
Landlord and Tenant (Irelend) Aet, 1870, but general
prohibition of sub-division was enscted by the Land Law (Irelend|
Act, 1881, and subsequent Acts, Up ©o thls time the only
restralnt imposed on sub-diviesion of holdings was that enforeed
byt he landlord, and even then a comulete rupture of this social
. XTI, (e  The e >
custom wee not asghleved ,chiefly begause of ,oppoeition Ffex.the
eroftexws(2)., S0 wildespread wes the opprosition to consolidation
of holdlings and interference with cusbom, that in 1807 nesrly
—
all the holdinges on the west eoast of Donegel were Iin rundale,
the mountain grazings being held in common (3). The povert:
resulting from smecessive dub-division was due to a etill more
important factor, the economie eruses of sube=divieio
Undoubtedly, the deterioration of the erofter holding becaure
of rundale and its associated practices was aggravated by (a)
absence of enclosure « "Eagh pateh 1s bounded by his neighbourd
property, and without any fence or diteh between them (4), (b)

—— T -

ls The Devon Report, 1845, vol, I, p. 418.

2¢ Lord CGeorge Hill, Fesecte from Cweedore, 3rd, Edition, 1854,
Pe 52,

Se Agriculture and Technical Instruetion Act (Ireland), 1899,
Minutes of Evidence of Committe of Enquiry, p. 440,

« He Coulter, The West of Ireland, 1862, p. 199,

b



: 125,
sourness of the commongrazing which got no manure other than by

folding the eattle on 1t, and (¢) over-gcrowding on the common

pasture, "Runrig or rundale ... was & system of mensgement

tatie

which wre absolutely incompatible with the very first germs of
agricultur:l improvemmant' (1), But the economic remedies were
left neglected: a tenant was expected to BAy out capital and
energy on the cultivation of his land and had no securlty of
tenure enabling him to enjoy his labour and encourage him to
further efforts, Instead, all Amprovements whether Iin dresinage
8 or crops, belonged not to the improver but the land-
lord, The Land Occupation Commissioners' Report stated that
the landlord never executed improvements nor erected bulldings,
but that all thest tﬁlngf were done by the tensnt (£2). On

Lord Leitrim's estate the erofters improvements were followed by
a proportionzte rise in rent (3), whilst on Stewert's estate on
Donegal Bay, there was rn aggregate ineresse of £300 pe.a.

on was an economie nécesse

fute

improvements (4). Minute sub-divis

& b

system where the only real obstaecle to this injur

et
~
s
=)
]
-

practice, the free transfer of 2ll lend, waste or improved, was
not observed, Furthermore, the Donegal crofter wre generallj
tenant-at-will (5) and as such, was liable to eviction at any

time, At Oweedore some of the holdings were so small that a

P

erofter could reke 4 to 10 of them in a dey (6). The legeal

1, The Duke of Argyll, Crofts end Farme in the Hebrides, 1883,
Pe Te

2+ We N, Hancock, Impediments to the Prosperity of Irelsnd,
18560, pes T3

3+ Dy Holland, Lendlord in Donegal, 1876, pe 12,

4, H, Coulter, The West of Ireland, 186, p. 208.

65, Devon Report, 1847, =262,

6¢ Foote from GCweedore, pes 13«
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ensctmente hindering the sale of land restrained the initiative

of the tenant and prevented his interest from becoming e

marketable commodlty. ihen the tensnt rented land for

number of years he eventually sub~divided 1t among hle ¢hlldren

unless a cleuse in his agreement prevented his doing so.

tenanteatswill who held his holding from yesr to year could not

do this as he was always within reach of the landlord (1),

L

Rundale was something that wae an egrel part of the

crofter economyt not only did the thraldom of custom demand 1%,

but such a scheme, in whiech unfenced farmes were composed of
»
gscattered holdings that allowed the arsble to beecome A ¢omm

L=

after the harvest, appealed to the erofters ag 1t saved them

trouble end expense of individusl herding. RHRundale was
extremely populsr shlefly begaucse 1t allowed everyone to hol
dome lend, which wae gultiveted by the most primitive method
of agriculture (2), correlative with an ignorance of croj

rotations 1t was a nstural development in & soclety

lacked altermative modes of employment, The dlsposition of

1

-

the

the strips was the result of very esreful consideration, Sube

i 2

divislon was purely a question of location with speeinl

s 5 = .
|

consideration to depect, soil, gradient and grazing, =snd nelither

of size nor shape, The soll was to be the controller of the

erofting egonomy and 1t was apportioned se felrly re the ares

for sub=dividing allowed, In the Engligh openfield system

ls Devon Report, 1847, p. 262
2¢ LsFeGrent, Everyday Life on an 01d Highland Farm, 102
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sub«division of lsnd was controlled by the volicy of

/ allocating falrly the different types of lend in varying ros!

I="w

-

(T
i

ne, and the necessity for atripes rather then-.irregular patches
of land which would deley ploughing operstions (l)¢ In some

y

in=tances a tenant having any p:rt of a townland had his pro=-
portion in 30 or 40 different places and without fencing between
thep, it belng impossible to have any as the portions were so
mmerous, and frequently so emsll "thet not more than half e
stone of ostes was required to sew one these divisions" (2)é¢ The
pateches morked A 1n fig, 14 are the hereditsry rundsle allot-

cent holdings, but

| I

stually resides ne:srly half mile away from these isolsted

3

'here 18 no account of any sort of coomunal interchange

-

ever having existed in the Donegel e rofting eeconomy, although

it 418 1likely that the early settlers, who must have formed
consistent 'fine' groups,; dild re-distribute thelr areble land
ursusnée of a policy of feirness to ell

is possible, however, that a communsl rotetion of cerops wa:s !
practised concurrently with transhumance, as the latter custom
demanded unanimity of action in the ebservance of lowland
commonage before &nd after the hsrvest, In the Blaskets

independent tillege practices were facilitated by the

- e =

L1, C.S, and C,8, Orwin, The Open Fields, 1938, p.¢
L ]

E
y &
£¢ He Coulter, The West of Ireland, 186z, p. 199
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encouragement of feneing unde-r the Congested Board, but before
this time a crofter wre forced to walt untll his neighbours were,
ready for sowlng, otherwise the ¢sttle would have destroyed his
newly-sown unfenced plot, which was really part of the winter
commonage (1).

In Sllgo at the beginning of the nineteenth ecentury the
annmual redistrdbution of stripe was universally practised, Here
the strips were let on the village gystem so that the ecourse
pursued had to be the game, and as the fielde paesed from one
hand to another every yeer, no occupler ever endeavoured to
improve histemporary holding from which he would derive no

benefit the following =eason, This led to e gradusl deter-

ioration of farm menjgement (2), The system had definite laws
for adjusting =ny differences that would erlre among the holders,

1f, however, a problem erose for whiech there was no satisfectory

olution the community mede applieation to the agent, or if

iz was unavailing, to the landlord himself, This rude

cheme geave rilse to continusl wrangling over trifles, but the

crofters were averse to any chinge (3)., !
The practiece of redistribution of strips or 'rigs', ss they

were called did not cesse in feotland until 1784, after which

they were held permenently by the tenant, Hedlstribution was

effected by the tenants drawing lots for thelr rige, from the

tackman (4). In the Iesland of Tyree at the end of the 1%th

1, Tomss O Croan, An t-Oikansch, 1933, 3124

Sﬁu"tsﬁmf and Plitcéal  Bccoont n:F I‘rezfa.nq', ?&l-\’df; Pe372.
'l’b-id. :- ] E?li

I, Fo Grent, Everyday Life on an 01d Highlahd Farm, 1924,
Pe 102,

s G 1
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century the holding of every tenent wees divided into in-

numerable separate plote, mone of which rema'ned in his possess-
ion for more than & yerr or couple of yerrs, the various patches
being re-divided by lot (1),

CONGEETION AND LAND TENURE,

Two ctor: combined with influences of lescer importance
] E ]

determined the distribution of population on the west Donegal

erofting cultural sit than the former, owing to its relation
with the edaphic fector, The eombined influe f a high

percentage of land over 600ft. contlguous to the comst, and a
erlle soil rendered fertile only b great expenditure of
energy, tend to conecentrate the population along three main

lines of carrun?e“ﬂ:~v‘thf Gweebara Rift Valley, the Owenea=

Finn line, and the coastal plain (fig.4R). Owing to the

jifficulties presented by perallel mo ri g gcoastal
communication has always been of considerable importance, The

£ 5180 . ) lon :-__. :‘f'\-_".{“-_ ted. frvl = A \} - lous '_-_]','_I_

and agricultural improvements, influenced by modern fashions and
practices; are always notice first on the island: iere kA high-
er standard of comfort is maintained, and then eventually inland,

e e we e

3+ Duke of Argyll. Crofts end Farms in the Hebrides, 1883, p«8s
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The alternative soureces of food, dilek, fish and seaweed for

manure, 8 well as the ease with which eraft could be
He

and launched also jn;ﬁwenréd the distribution of cosstal
L

F:‘.I‘-‘IJ_]_F.' tions ™

hile natural agencies heve determined the loestion on the

extreme west Donegal seaboard of = soecial 1ife that i

ceptagle of Celtie custome and obeervances, there 1z st th
time, the historical influences of the Penal laws (1), and the

feottish plentation, thrusting from the weet a1

P
b
=
|
e
e
o §
—
J
S
-

Finn, Swilly, and Fovle (3)e Owing to the irmpoverirched sztate
of the land and the ineccesibllity of the cosct unti) nt

times besause of mountain barriers, the grentest percentege of
aelic sperkers are found in a broad coastal belt 1vi:

@ line running from Dunfansghy through Clenties to Killybe

Here 90% of the people are native espe kere with the execeptio of
the Ardara-Glenties distrigt at the end of the g.ﬁha_Fin,

cultural highway, where the percentage 1s 40 (4). T8, this r
lon, where Geelic 1s spoken by a econeiderable pereentage of th
people as the traditionsl lenguagze of thelr homes. thet £

geographically the he:r I the west Donegal Congested Distrt
geographically the he:zrt of the west Donegal Con: ed District, i

- - » & = e e d . ) d >
The coastal plein, with 1te high concentretion of & erofter

population, is naturally the region where a land fsmine exi

Congestion 1g due to the faet thet the land is poor

L1

£

to maintain the population: it is not so mueh = problem of

- -

1, Suggestions on the State of Ireland, 1883, p. RO,
We Hlarking Scenery and Antiquities of North-West Donegeal
18 P«65, 3
e C Weye B0 yrse ego in Donegal, 1827 Ps 1
S stet Elreann Census of Populstion, 1926,
irish Lenguage, ps 90,




131, f= 4 otrag E#&Lﬁ-u- pared
ebsengce of land, but rather the ebsence of good land, with a

resultant diminution in the size of the holding, On the west
coast the aversge arer of a holding is about 4 acres, but a

[
considerable number are well under this, e,g., at Drumeen and

Alteerig nemr Dunglow, whare many are less then en sere, In 1926

the average number of holdings in Donegasl under 5 asres was 4,000

(1), whilst in 1841 they numbered 15,500 (2): the pdvantegeous

effects of consolidation are reflected in the grectly reduced

number of small uneconomic crofts. One inspector of the

Richmond Commisslon, after 14 years! experience on this north-
western seaboard, descrlibsd the mverage farm ss coneisting of

"a plot of potatoes, a2 plot of indifferent oats, snd the rest in
8, whigh often contains more weeds
than graes" (3). The inadequate methods of tillrge in such
holdings that were reduced below the minimum neecessery for s
decent standard of living, reduced the erofters to s state of
eemle-starvaetion towards the \end of the winter, and in a bad

sg8aain CO0 2LaAarvi t_*_-'t_n\’[_'\l‘\-*_?‘n. 11-—1 *—B Rl --.}_\:—-r\'.lﬂ_lf?,:\. _«lc-t endence on 1-119

L
’
o
.

The problem of the acute congestion that 1s rrevalent on !
the west Donegal coast 1s one that deeply troubled landdwners in

the past, and of recent years the Deprrtment of Lands

LaTRL . .

Congestion is the seguel tot he uninterrupted development

of many features th:t echaracterised soeial life of the last

=

1, Statlietical Abstract, p, 53,

2¢ The Devon Report, vols l. D395,

Se Duggestions on the State of Ireland, p. 3.

He 84 Thompeon, Ireland in 1839, 1870, pe 131,
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eentury, Rundale and the spresd of the potato, may be con-

sidered the prineipals of these and though correlated, cannot be
dissoclated from the Region of Difficulty in which they are
located, and the economie end social restrictions assoclated
with the history of lsnd tenure in the 19th. century in thie
pert of Ireland, The general poverty and distresa, consequent
on the sub-division of land, was chlefly due to the excess of
populetion beyond whet the capital on the eroft was capable of

employing in remunerative agriculture; a great pobtion of the

dependants waes living on the effective labour of other y e&nd

unable to contribute by ‘heir own to the generel improvement of
the holding, in West Donegal the populetion i= derendent on th

L -= LIl

lend to a grester extent than any other part of Ireland, with t
exception of West Mayoj; in West Donegal it 1s 74% (smount of
arable 1land ie less than 36% the total area), in Weat Ma 0, TBe%

in the rest of Ireland 35% approximately (1). The average

veluation per 1,000 persons of the econgested ares of

Donegal ,and an area in Meath sh the disparity in 1th and
resources between ths populations of the two districts (2). :
‘.r-r'_: nij.a 1 1
Donegal 328
Meath 9,167 .
Perhaps the first attempt to remedy eon tion, which had

1. Eire, Report on Seasonal Migration to Gt. Britain, 1937-38,

Pe 25
s Report of Commisiun na Gaelteachta, 1926, pe+40,
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smallpox in the middle of the 18th. century (1), wa

of éonsolidating rundale holding
ution of parcels of lond as
adjoined, rether than & house cluster
The primary result of consolidation wae &
Plate 27

growth of Melzen's Eingelhsfs {’)Arri an nrtifgzﬁﬂl @llocation
—--___‘—__._‘_.J

break with the naturel
ising that wes determine by economie consideration

g the foeus of £11 activities the roed

pre~empted its funetionsl status. frior to this pathweys
connected dwelling with 4 elling and @ road wes rarely used
éxcept for traffie, To-day, erofters vea patl thaf ve for

ion wes a negcegsar
tce be improved,

From the out set the erofter was

1 Wag opposed to this new
dfyartur+, but the aavangtage accruing to him were » ?@f?h*cti“n
of those geined by the 1e¢ dlord, By re-arronging the holdinge
and enelosing them the erable area was doubl nd ti and care
were spent on improvements (3). P

Crofter opposition to ecor olidation was direeted goinet the
new state of oclety it introduced as well the foreible evicte
ions 1t entailed; the re-arrangement of rundel.

le A, Younge A Tour of Irelend, 1780, p, 20t _
¢ Conrad M, Arensberg, The Irish Countryman 193 » Pe 43,
ve Facts from Gweedore, p. 7.
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erofters end the unifiecation of their lands with adincent farme(

One of the moat noteble ruses adopted to prevent subediviesion wds

the limitation of turbary, but this was defeanted by the sympathy

of neighbours for the person affected, While eoneolidation

and
"
-
ot
¥
>
b
-
L)
-
"
T
o

the stendsrd of agriculture it had also as
an ulterior motive, an inerecse in velue of the estate (2), "I
ir needlers to say that eonsclidsted roftes are

-

reat deal more then the mére sum of ¢ eir rents when

(g »)

They een be nore economieally worked end there is nueh

-
(=
-
=

il susplelons of the erofter:

together with an inneste fear of loaing by the tronssetion, were

gaidltisnal "'T.'-"?.'-"‘C]-" . Even vhen e&on alidetion hed ‘hc.eﬂ. mede E‘H'
no matter vhat eovenants enjoined, b-diviesion econtinued apace,
£ Frondd ‘1 rna pract "-C_E cotld not be suddenlv ebhroc: ted (4) i
L]
BRas? A

ier, there were no nlternative industries excent thore on the

ot
-
| Y
O
g |
.
—n?
-]

only erecurity for a supply of food: snd to

B

fs W8B 4 dn fact, to risk the very existence of

-

the family from which it wos taken The e¢ommon danger resulted

in a uniformity of ideal snd regulated the relations, even until

Ll L ———

1, 'I:'i';? De'-.-'r‘.r_!kxf:;'-nr't, vols IX, »

8 |
.oa_'.’ e —~ -

« The Duke of Argyle, Crofts and farme in the Hebrides, 1883,
we A0

e 40
4¢e¢ The Devon Report, p. 416




century.

[he abolition of rundale wss followed bythe epectlion of
better houses, and the introductlion of crop rocation and
superior stock, All these were only possible after the arrest
of sub=division and progress mede toward f
eonsolidation of more adequate end comfortable posséssions

lumprovident sub-division wre essentlally ruinous %o sgriculture

end resulted in a pauper population dependert on the varisble

Ty
J " Ll thne
- = i 1 ' f - )
crofte: oclety a ep £ cher i 1 T 18
M . - * Y- 3 2
LV IURL 1Aentil - | 11 witn 1 c v L - L LET 'l-..'.tl-.

- & - 7 ey (e E e
is kin, Even to-day kinship playe a decisive rt in per=-
at11e £ % r - 1T i Toh el ¥ - ol Tk 1114w b=l oy ey R

Petu CLIAE C I .1:!.'_1 practlCae 3 - Ke gL il | | LNy TS CCIATIE o '
" n & o Jon 48 = 3 nadsd = &8 B | & o j . 4 - 3]

as well as 1In the distribution of houses. In the systom of

reeiproeal dutles which surrotnd kinship, much of the str ngth

of the countryslide ageinet external destruetion ils ex lained"(1).
It is thils genealogical eonnection, with its tendency to dub !
nicknames aceording te physileal characterls=tic, that permeates thec
whole soclal struecture of the West Donegsal erofte: Criticism =
for those oujtslde the blood rclationship is an incentive to

¢onversation, which stops short of neighbours 0 are usually

onece regulated erofting communities. The indlvidualism

encouraged by the disruption of a rundsle économy and the
formation of consolidated holdinge led to transition from a
kin-group to a politieal group, wherein a relile o:na,,l-‘.er-

bl i B2 2 2 & 2§ T

1, Conrad. ¥, Arensburg. The Irish Countryman, 1937, p. 69.
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security.

hat he was forded to borrow from tr

and Improve his

etock, inM order to realise the purchase ; ;

the gombeen-man to

i

He Plupkett, Agricultural Coso eration in Ireland, 1931,

+ Peddy the Copg, ps 236
s We T.McCartney Filgate, Irish Rural Life and Industry, 1907,

s

After the ﬁa”“an; of the right of a nolding probebiy
yeasrs! purchase rent as in Gweedore, the tensnt was so
he loeal shopkeeper to ]
newly acquired nolding: the rate of inter-
ioan was often 100%, Nany eroftere sold their

T'C&se noney, borrowing later
O purechase new stock, Although hi:

icial, he conducted

of hie busines: purely on & basis of barter {2)s With

= ' T 1 & . - = - - .
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in the ¢ rofters' goclal 5T'0upy and beczme, through time,
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WilL nis erofter custom e But even
ange In their relstionship has failed to

2 ¢ rol'ter of the ] L gentury was

n eredlit (3) so also is the modern s llholder, The
Ve movement war assured of success in o croiter society,

ESsiet 1-0R y 11 nent influences
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“VGy cceptical of innovstions, ebeliever in routine and
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traditiont in union with his fellows, he is progressive, open

to ldeas, and wonderfully keen at grasping the essentials of
any new proposals for his advancement,

Notwithstending the spread of tenaht-right, the west
Donegel crofter was still impoverished on =& holding that was
tmeconomie, but on which periodie subeeriptions from relatiges
abroad ensbled him to survive. He wee burdened with rent,
rates, tithes end taxes, (1) and even though the landlord wre
legally obliged to pay the poor-rate when the ten:snt'e
valuation was under £4, this was ignored end the crofter
forced to pay (2). Improvements on land and deelling were
discouraged by the imposition of e higher rent afte
been effected (3), even though the crofter was snxious to ime
prove his holding and offices (4), provided that the profitable
expenditure to energy was not going to prove an indireect burden
on hls scanty resources, 1t was a similer obstacle, coupled
with the possiblility of eviction at a moment's notice, thsat
deterred the Highland erofter from effecting improvements
collateral with a dceent standard of living (5).

The firet saldtary Acts introduced by Gladstone in 1869-70
put pecuniary obstacles in the way of eviction, and forced the

landlord to rewsrd the tenant for an improvements he

executed,

and compencate him for disturbance of cecupation, Theee ﬂrtr

l. Landlordiem in Ireland, p, 49,

2« Landlords in Donegal, p«30.

Ss Facts from Gweedore, p.7.

4e Suggestions on the “tate of Ireland, p

S5¢ He G4 Graham. Social Life of “gotland in the 18th, eentury,
l-f[:‘{\" Pa 155.

o
8 Udde
.
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culminated in that of 1881, which embodied the Three F's ,

Fixity of Tenure, Free Sale, and Feir Rent, Concurrent with

these and subsequent enactments were a number of Lend Purchease
Agts, especially that of 1885 which were designed at cresting
a peasantepropletorship whose industry would be invested in

.

improving their holdings,

Owing to the inacceessibility of the Congestel Distriet of

&

West Donegal, the landlord there openly flouted those benefic-
ial Acts and the erofter was foreced to comply with his wishee (H
es the feudal custom of duty-days on the Nixon Estate at
Cloghaneely (2), or the increase in rent inpesed on & n
tenant, whieh viocleted the besie rale of veRARSePign |
i1llustrates(3),

After the fallure of the potato in 1846, the difficultie:

experienced by the crofter were incre:sed beccuse of the 1ack

of & green-crop to fall back on, In order to avoid a repetit-

T ion of such a ealsmity he was

]
0
|
0

ed to addpt his 1ife to the ;
changed socliel structure after the Famine sand seek an outlet

from the impoverished aprisultural holding in em? gration and

seasonel migration, While emigration - 14 per 1,000 (4) -

took 1t: t-r‘.ﬂf#l )f the erofter populetion from 1881 to 1901,
seasonal migration, general improvements, and migration are the B
schemes working at present to alleviate congestion in the west

1, Suggestions on the State of Irel:
Richmond Commission), p. VIII.

o Landlord iIn Donegal, p. 29.

Os Suggestlons on the State of Ireland, p. 70.

4e O Jo Re Howarth, Geography of Irelsnd, 1911, p. 18

1dy (Evidence before the
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Donegal crofts, and at the srme time to muke the erofter lees

dependent on hies holdling,

The Congested Districts Board wes established in 186k to
deal exclusively with the problemes of those districts in which
the total rateesble vealue of esch Electorsl Division, when
divided by the number of the pppulation, geve a sum less than
30 shillings a head, provided, however, that more than 1/5th
of the totsl population of the scounty lived in the Divieion (1).
It asslsted the crofters in improving their holdings and stock,
as well as promoting home industries and enterprises that proe-
vided them wilth slternctive sources of industry to that on the
land, Conjunetly with the Internal improvements of the holding
the Bosrd sponsored publie works; such ses building bridges end

rosd that led to permanent and meteriesl improvement in the

*tunately, the improvements executed were
confined to the more acceesible fringes of the west Donegal sea=-
“ e

board where quicker returns were avellsble hile the extreme

- - - ey e A e any b Fra— = . S 1 3 ¥
weesterly areas and mountéinouks districts were untouched; and
: - " ; LI 8 "
these were the reglons th: needed them most, becsuse a large

percentage of the lsnd whAlch, under the pressure of economie
necessity, had been brought into cultivation on erofter holdings
and clasged as arable land, would probsbly have been ¢lassed as
inferior land in other perts of the country,

8ince practiocsally every erofter in Western Donegal was in

l:. Report of Coimisiun na Geaeltachta, 1925, p.35.




141.
charge of s small plot of land and poor stock, the Boerd's first

task wes the development of agriculture and the improvement of
the breeds of livestock, including puultry, Heving reviewed the
various sources of income, which vary conesiderasble from Sheep~ '
haven to Donegal Bay, knitting, poteen, donations from Amerieca
and Gt., Britein, fishing, schemes for implementing suitable
industries were adopted and suecessfully executed,

While advancement war expected as general poliey in farming
proetices, a better standard of 1life in genersl for the erofter
wae almed at, In some small valleys in the mountains many
crofting setilements were found where the inhebitante had small
patehes of lend tilled in a primitive and unskilled way. Here
the cattle and sheep had diminished in numbers and deterlorasted
far below the sverege, and where little effort was made by the
mén €0 ecrn money through migeatory lebour or otherwise, In
such mountain glens inveetigations reveasled that the erofters
endured the most comfortless and cheerless lives of all tho:se
on the west Donegsl geaboard. In a "good year" they were &
little more than free from hunger, while a complete or partisl
fallure of thelr erops involved as s consequence, proportionat-
ely greater or less suffering from insufficiency of food (1),

1

We Lo Micke ntanted in evidence before the

Roysl Commission on
Locel Taxation (2) that in the Congested District, of which west |
Donegal is & good example, "there were two classes, nsmely, the

ls C4DeB, of Irelend, lst, Report, 1B9Z
2+ Ireland, Industrisl and Agrieultural
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poor and the destlitute = nearly all the inhabitants sre either

poor or on the verge of poverty. The people are very helpful
to one another - the pcof malnly support the destitute",

The annmual income and expenditure of four erofting families
of different social position ranging from the highest to the

LS.

lowest revealed a constent debit side (1) =

Recelpts., Expendl ture,
(1). Crofter in comperatively good eircumstsnces:
£€1 -’-‘..-’. ] 15. 06

fiome produce consumed by femily, £12 to £20.

(2) Crofter in ordinary c¥rcumetences
-'?:;"?. 4. 4. EEG. { 1.

-

Home produce consumed by femily, 26, 10, 0 to £10.

(3) Crofter in poor circumstsncest
£94 16, 0, £10, 19. 0

ol o 1 =i et el

Home produce consumed by family, £12 to £17,
(4) Crofter in poorest circumstancess
£8s 54 0, £lls 19, 0O,
fiome produce consumed by fam 1y, sbout £6,

The first survey of west Donegal crofting conditions
showed that the holdings were small, generally from 2 to 4 acres
in extent, and planted with oate snd potatocsy The rente for
the=ze veried from a few shillings to £6 a yesr, but in most
¢qces rights of turbary and rough ecommon ge grazing were
appurtenant to the holding without further eharge, Agrlcul ture
was at ite loweet owing to insufficleney of drainsge, abesence
of rotation, and scoreity of m nure s With genersl negligence
of weeding when the crop was growing,

The backwerdness shown by a preponderance of uneconomic
holdings 1s due, chiefly, to the lick of working capital or of
&n inducement to invest in improv ing land, Besldes, there was
end is a too prevalent practice of selling the best snd breed=-

ing from inferior stock, The general apathy in farm work is
(1) Treland : Tndssbuad Bnd Fgrcollaral | (§or, p.ob,
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-
s K

wvhile

time, and a want of recognition of the fact th:t the best

manure that
te

how

ing

L

&

Use

rotation crops, and the elementary
ersful eultivation of good seed and the improvement of g

Concurrent with this, pedigree livestock

tive breeds that
the Land Commics

onel Sehools t

(=

improvement, because this eanno

-

p unless the erx
predecess=ors? ¢

essity of adaptability in a farming con unity, no matter how poor
the gpound. Speclal poultry stati @els Falcarragh,
Derrybeg, Annagary, and urtonport, supply chesp clutehes of
egge from pedigree birds 1a order to d velop the crofters' stoek,
the most important sectivity of the Board was the consolidat-
ion of holdings through the purchase of emigrated erofter's lots,
and migration to more suitsble holdi: el here, hile the
amount of land espable of being improved 1 onegal is epprox-
imately half a million seres (2) and much of 1t 1. land that was,
ls Appeddix to the 4th. Royal Cam slon on Congestion in
Irelend, 1907, p. 213,
The Miseri and Beauties of

ndency to put off tillage, sowing

t experiment:

of different

of te is educated to the inconsise
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nd harvesting
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- &
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before the Famine, in a high degree of productivity (1), the

modern tendency of the Land Commission 1s to purchaese all

vacated holdings and after re-chuffling the scettered patchef of

rundale land eonsolidate them on a more economic besles - ses at
Leconnell, Knockfole, Ballyeroy, Kilbeg, and Monesrgan Glebe,
Where familieeg are in reduced eircumstasnces and willing to
migrate they sre brought to & new holdinget Gibbestown, Meath,
where they form a Gaelle-Sperking colony, Their holdinges in
Donegel sre commlssioned and sube-divided amongst thelr
neighboure in order to give an arable pstech of about 5 acres,
In moet of the dietricts in which extreme congestion does

occur, €.g.y the I

{ ysses, the problem is complicated by the fact

w

thet there ieg noX land avsilable in the immedlate nelghbourhoed

which would eneble the existing emall holdings to be enlarged,

In othern, the problems created by the sige of the holdings is
intensified by the ecircumstance that meny erofts consict of

solated prtehesg, sometimes emounting to ten, twelve, or even
more in number, scattered here nnd
gerea in such a way as to render farming of sny kind almoret

impossible,

there, often over s very wide

Most 1f not 1l the holdinge are uneconomic, Few, if eny

ere cepable of providing a livelihood for a family, &nd only
emigrants! remittences, pensions, unemployment assgistance,

relief work, tourist expenditure, fishing, the rural industries
whieh have bemn established along the coast, and the wiges ol

-

ls Suggeations on the State of Ireland, Evidence before the

Richmond Commiegsion, 3« Ge
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seasonal labour, keep the standard emong the erofting populstion

above the level required to support life,
In 1825 the Gaelt:cht Commission published the results of
a survey of existing crofter conditions on the west Donegal

conegt and appended a table showing the srea cultivated and the

possessions per 1,000 seres in two typleal erofting arens betweeh
Glenties and Junf;u-tiy.
Per 1,000 escres of crope and peature (99/1uﬂ Gaellc speaker

Valu: tion of Lsnds -£199 Valuations of lande -
" " Houseep=£129 " Houseeg =

Population - 5Y0 Porulation = 484

Ploughed lend 24 acres, 247

Oats 149 11
Potatoe: 235 10¢£
Barley 1 £
Rye G 4
Turnips o4 21
Cabbage 8 8
H[ly 113 189
Pasture 563 515
Mileh cowe 206 178
Sheep o716 .
Pigs 11 10
Goats -, 3
Horsee 49 {

Hens £, 887 2,152

The arable, whigh is esbout half the areas of the pasture, hds
equal areas of potatoces and oats, due to the ostepotato rotatior
Barley, which was once &n importsnt erop, i= reduced to an in=-
significant acre and facres respectively, The poverty 1in
enimal 1life 418 especially illustrated in the scercity of cattle
and the absence of a surplue in thie subsistence ecnnn-ﬁ)in the
reduced number of pige.

The difficulties to be overcome in indueing the crofter to

b

migrate are the redcﬁﬁrblf nes of sentimentality and finance.
Ae 1e& usual in erofting areas the crofter's wife reslipes the

manifold benefits that would secrue to her in more amenable
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surroundings, but threate of emigration and settling down in

Gte Britdin from memberes of hepr femily on migratory labour,

H

deter her from acting, he only erofters who are interested in

moeving are the very poor whose land is insuffieient for their

neeur’nﬁj whe have no other source of ineome, While

s

willing to migrate they are.at the same time

deal with, 'he more comffrtable =olvent person whom the Lar

Commisgion would prefer to n lgrate can maintain himeself on hie

eroft, and knows that by patiently waiting sh .

1 wa.l Gl
Aa My Lt W o= - ,

own will be in-

e¢reased in sigze by the aquisition of porti

on of a m'grated neigh-
bour's holding,

As an offeset to the expenditure on migration the
Commission report that from one te four fer lies

i

have thelr economlie position impwoved by the

ingle femily to the east, nnd the distribution of their home
holding in the West smong thel: nelghbours, én the first new

settlement was established gt Rathearron, Mest) inve:

revealed that 1t cost £880 to settle @ family; in sueceeding

Jeare owling to ilmproved methods of procedure, this was reduced

to £375, These figures are Fxclnr've I the pu age price of

the lends (1). Grassland sutilable

]

or migra

[
0
=
=
et
)
1)

acquired at high ¢

(]

[N

pr

nd thely a large expenditure has to be

incurred in the division snd appointment of the

new holdings

construetion of fences, huildings snd ro ds, After this

THew
expense  the \tenants are usually the

poorest crofters, One

l. Report of the Irish Land Cormiss

I sgioners, 1936«37, De7e
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condition governing the seleetion of ecandidates for a new

holding ie that they must be landownere in & eroftin

Who are prepared to surrender their holdinge for the enlerge-

ment of adjacent small ldings,

Inorder to reduce the expensze of mlgrating erofters to a

chatfele
i1th all their
I 11 { I’ﬁ

a o

minimum, groups of femilies are brought by

-
4 ]
-
(=

to Gibbstown in Mesth, lere easec statute

eere farm, where an acre of potstoes =nd two of ost: re alres~

dy planted for him when he grrives, house (plete 6) 1ie
¢

firLle—ft“QU dy with 4 roomes (a kitehen and 3 bedroo:

turf-buraiing fireplaces ars

similar o those in the more modern

crofter dwellings in weet Donegal (fig. 18).

s
a
B
0
o
[ =]
@]

a barn,

yard at the frere of the dwellin;

\

The following are the prerequisites obtained by

gettler on the ecomm

horsé 0 meas otat
nerness 7T cwt —

. art

cart snd erib < LOns comj

turf<barrow 2 barrels

wheelsbarrow 1l barrel

a churn ;|

&8 milk crock 1b.
milk basins a turf

butter-making utensile plough

o MALCI COWE

2 heifer:

10 sheep grubber
0 1 and a rooster roller

mowing machine between every 5 fa

sprayer between every 5 familie:

Sinece ploughing is a two horse task, nelighbouring sett)
O“%—u.__ -
combine for this work, During ¢

e first year of occupation the

holder gets 30/« per week,

It 1s noteworthy that the cettler adapts himself rapidly

to hie new environment whieh is fertile enough to grow sny erops ,
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the Donegal erofter, whose house is shown on plate

Cs Was under
dnstruction for cultivating his mere of wheat, a ceresl he hed
never seen untll his arrival in Meath.

The prineipal objeetion to migration eomes from the land-
less people 1n Meath, who elaim thet all untenanted lsnd there
invested in the Land Commieeion ghould be divided amcong the
local people to the exclusion of others, However,1t has been
shown that thecongest tills a higher perecentage of his holding
generslly than the local lendless man, and thet holdings alle-
oted to a migrant sugpport a mueh larger number of persons (1).

¢ conditions on th

o

Weset Donegal eroft are such that
there 1s elways an abundince of surplus lsbour which 1§ forced
to seek angd outlet in Seotland, Previously® a condiderable
quota walked to the hiring fairs at Derry and Strabane, but
keener competition from loesl lsbour in these places because of
unemployment, resulted in an increase of migratory erofters.
Annuslly, ebout 3% of the ecrofting porulation takes part in this
seasonal migration, iheir work there is either agricultural,

incdustriesl, or domestic, the agricultural being subedivided into

Y

that in potato flelds, o elternatively, general sgricultural
labour, In 1937 between 4,000 and 4,B00 migrated, half of whom
became engaged in sgriculture, and the other half in industry
domestic services (2).

The agricul turel 1-pnur re, previcusly called "Achill

Workers", migrate rnn'witu;}\;nrk in the potato fields, or else

1« Elre, Report on Seasoncl Migration to Gt, Britain, 1937-3

pe 31
{'. Ibiﬂ, £ 6'... ."!p. 6n~iix V.
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e general agricultural lsbourers, ealled "Donegalmen”,

There

dgseriptive names were purely occupetionsl and were not refer-

able to place of origin, The former, who

travel in groupes under a "gaffer", and are

who eventually reach the independent stage

they travel slone, or more often, with & ¢

itineraries in Ayrshire, and the Lothians,

| exceedingly lsborious, there is & tendenc

companions of "Donegalmen", rather than

The "A¢hill wcrhar:ﬁ who are engaged

of potato lifting, go to Aryshire in

ilgging, and thence to other pre-arr ngea

later crop.

While there is no regul method

igricultural work, there 1s

potato squads, A"gaffer", who wae

has gathered a party of 20 or30 wo

with them bagk to Seotland,
charges who need it, deduecting it
In the field the

theregboutes, and are provided

accommodation, In this
makeg itself felt, as their
by

weather conditions, The

workeps 1s about £40,000 snnuelly (1)

-

ompanlon on
for youths to
Join an
exclusively in
June for the early

dlistz

of recrultm
an unmisusl syst
once ¢
permanently or for a great part
cotland, visits a recognised district on the eosst and, when
ien and Jjuvénil

He advencer m

potato=1ifters get 74

l, Report of fecsonsal NMigration, ps 14 and Ap

embark from Derry,
Juvéniles

of "Donegalmen", when
fixed
potato

work i=s

AB

Agh gaquad,
work
potato
icte for the
nt for general
for the orgenicsa-
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of the year in

he
8y traveles

ney to




150,
Those who are engaged in industry are ususlly lesbourers

whose unskllled work encbles them to travel home snnually, They
are generally engaged in bullding operations snd on roads,

Whenever a worker comes home he doer =0 at a2 time when he
of most use on the croft, While those engaged in potato-lift-
ing return in November, the industriel workers return sbout the
hervest and spring: when two sons are in Scotlend they work in
relays, the perlod spent at home vsrylng from one to two months,
When a weekly wage 1ls earned the lsbourer pays expenses and

sendes the rest home every two or three weeks, Money is rarely

saved until the time of depsrture owing to the denger of los

L s

ls

ng
it in the meantime,

At home some employment 1e affeorded lobourers on (a) road
improvement schemes along the whole west coast.(=ee Map) in
order to facilitate communication and inerease the tourist

praffic, (b) peat development schemes, (e¢) general improvements,

such a8 lnstallation of water supply systeme snd e

1—d

ctriecity.,

All unemployed persons gre in recelpt of Govermment monebary

In the treatment of its soclal end economie problems,
Government intervention tends to take the plsece of indiwidusl
effort, But the alleviation of hardship on the West Donegel
coast by State add cannot alter the fundamentsl econditions of
80ll; clim:te and dletribution of populstior, whiech mrke the

oroblem of emall holdings on this seaboard one of the moet
¢ €

difficult questions in loesl sgricultural economice,
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HOME INDUSTRIES,

Home Iindustrles sre schemes introduced to provide the
erofter with an outl tffnr surplus lebour th«t is innate to
erofting distriects and an economie fremework, so predominantly .
agricultural, that characterises a congested eres, The minute
holdings make the eroftere gqrtificers in some way, 0f obvious

benefit to such an impoverished area as West Donegal, home

industries oen lend themeselves to two mischievous tendencies if

indiseriminately pursued, (a) sweating in the homej a way of

engeging all the members of the frmily, to the very youngest, in
a feverleh struggle to increcce the se=nty eg9rnings st the ex-
pence of general comfort, and probebly sanitationgs: (b) neglect

[

of -‘I-'__'_.!"".r.cu-i_tli_rc t.‘.“!‘(*-llt‘-"_"‘l the t mj tation to Efvr more time to the

)

industries than the proper care of the farm Justifies, hile
these tendencies hrve not yet msde themselves felt they are
likely to develop in the most congested districts, e.g., Upper
and Lower Rosses, where lack of employment and abundence of
surplus lrbour are the elements duffieient to stabllise such
dengers, In Ba/ﬂagh, the promotion of weavir is a2 de¥Yelopment
of sheep-rearing and a resuscitation of an o0ld industry rather
then en innovation grafted onto erofting practices,

The grest drawback about home industries 1g that they
produce articles de ldxe, whieh, by being subject to the
caprices of faghion, demand skilled workers eapable of adapting
thelr products when required, Even when highly orgenised meny
difficulties present themselves, chief emong which ere (a) leck
and uncertainty of tralned hands:; thlis 1s the greatest obstacle
in machine-knitting centres where girls, after being tutored

until they become skilled workers, suddenly to get merridd,




2a
or emigrate, ia no simple mrtter to introduce g

Besides, it
new industry, cottage or otherwise, suddenly into e populetion
where there 1s neither the edueation nor thet n-tursl aptitude
which comes from generations of experience, end where the capite

al is not fortheoming from loesl somreces in order to supply the

s

necessary machlinery and plgnt for the new industry; (b)

difficulties in the way of favoursble purchasing of raw materisl:

and the distribution of the produects: this wes more a plicable

to conditions preveiling under the Congested Districts Board,

or to-day among private enterprires that have to Elght cgainat
a great drewback 1n (e) high freight chsrges; snd (d) the cost
of power, While these sre serious difficulties in the way of

maintaining a high stunderd of production, the
Vocational Education, the ineressed ure of electricity, and
government subsldies, tend to ameliorate them

Thﬁplonetion of home crafts, lecee-m-king, eprigging

(embroidery), knitting, carpete-meking, and weavin mong tﬁo
egal erofter population, has slways been the pringipel object
of government departments concerned in the de¥elopment of rupal
industries, Up to 1881 no orgsnised effort had been made to

inprove the status of the crofter-women whoese eondition impress=-

ed the Gaeltacht Commission s unfavourably (1). Realising thot

L
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and effort thet the difference

between comfort end felilur

depended, steps were taken to ensble them to stabilise theilr

1. Report of Coimisiun na Gaelteachse, 025, pe24
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positions by turning to fin:nelel account thelr leisure time,

Under the Congested Distrigcts Board the industries were devel-
oped without the adequate selling orgenisstion behind them to
nssure permaenent success, To-day, however, they are under

government supervision, or that of private traders from the
moment the raw material is purchased, untlil i1t hes been
gertified perfect by the "Round Tower" or other ade Marks,

weaving and knitting are directly subjeet to government

o

cts sre sent
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Beggar's Bush, the e¢entral Marketing Depot in Dublin, for
examination, merking, and export, If there is any flaw in the
meterisl 1t is returned to the worker for correction, It 1is
only by such supervision that the superior worth and finish of
the :“Ticl., which 1s ite selling power, can be meintained,
The subsidiesry industriee, lsce and embroidery, sre &€x-
elusively cottage industries with centres st Ardara, Glentles,
Glencolumbkille, Killyhege and Kilerr, and are stlll processed
under the older system, depending on the business acumen of a
manegeress for superwiecion snd sale, Lace and smbroidery,
mieh have alwavs showed & poor return (1), are less popular

£ &

than sny other eraft owing to the slow payment for the great
labour, skill snd petience expended, For meny years up to 1914
there weg a steady demand in Englend and Ameriea for Irilesh

erochet and cther kinds of 1'celbn3 he chenge in l=sdies!
fashione after 1918 and 2 high Ameriecrn teriff led to the rapild

decline of thls craft, At this time lsce work from China snd

- —— -

1, Appendix to 4th, Report cf Royel Commiesion on Congestion
in Irelsnd, 1907, pe 33
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other cheap labour countrics, ss well 4s the introduction of
artificlal ={lk fabrics, led to formideble competition, It was
not until 1'5"-?3-_"__,___11;%‘5’?‘"1"':#1; et the Imposition of a duty by the
British Govermment on silk goods, ictieally put stop to
the trade,

A limited demsnd for Irish/mede lace still exists in the
UsSeAsp, but the competition of China, Japan, = uch countries,
hieh produce lar; quentities of en inferior l13ee, greatly

dearer and bette ] article
2l crofter,
up to 1920 or so, was & very ime
portant home industry for crofter women ] ki for
derry and Belfast linen firms, but after that the order:
1 raw materisl were thdr: ;A trade declined (1),
In all these industries, whict P OF d on In the
mes of the crofters, there 1s =2 rked dieh j between the
sexer in the organisation of labour,
Cappets. Carpetemikinge 1 fined to Am but was once
located at Crolly, 1in the Lower Rosses, K2llybegs, id Ellefqr.
hile k in the o t factory wi { loying
: surplus female lsbour the oject never 1ln fryow ith the
l erofters owing to the egreglays lsbour conditions, rk
lay at Grﬂlj.t WE IIC ?.:: B.,Ms t[“ 6 Datla 11 lune!l erdnd
from 12 to 18,30 Most of the hundred loy re girl:
10y living within a2 radius of six miles of tl cbory, walked
l, Report of Coimisliun G B3
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barefooted there in swmer and winter, asnd carried their lunch

of dry osten bresd and m’'lk with them, The average wage wes
gsix =shillings per week, In the present factory one of the looms

from the Crolly factory is Btill worked,

Enltting. This indurfry hes two branches, that done by

machines in government workshops at Bunbeg and Falecarragh, and

knitting by the ¢ rofter's women-folk in the home, called tout-

work', The letest knitting mschines ere in use in the work-

rooms, producing severally, socks snd f1l t-knitteéd gasrments.
e

The out=-work is orgenised into centres, the crofters in the

vicinity of each centre being supplied with the wooll and nea}as,

and returning the finished germent,usually a pullover or cards

ies ere issued, Wool

=

igsn. to the superintendent, when new supp
ecomes from Paton andBeldwin of Alloa and, because of its Soft-

ness sand texture, is ideally suited for the manufecture of high-

-]

grede wear, Payment for work is not mede until it has beer
paessed by the inspectors at Begger's Bush,

The government travellers and agents keep the suthorities
informed of changes in fashion, whereupon the superintendents
are requested to alter their products asccordingly. Generally
speaking, the 'Fair Isle! design, with 1ts intricate pattern:
and subtle Blend of colours, 1= the one most produced, Garments
are knitted to specific sizes and weges peid accordingly; these
vary from 4/- for size 22, 4/4 for 24, 4/8 for 26, up to 7/6
for 32 The average crofting women ean finish two large

germents per week in the winter time when the work on the

m

eroft is st a standstill snd she cen cellidhe with othere 1In

a neighbours' kitchen,

Besides government work many women knit gloves and socks




o

for private firms in Glen

Ge
ties end Ard the

TEy

At the beginning of the last century socks were cerried by

erofter women to Dunglow (1) whe ur 1808, t

re,

10d. a dozen psir

| )
e

knitted footves

West Donegal crofter women were renowned se exvert
in deys gone by, &nd to-4 ¥y thelr ert has been bro ght to a
finish, because it 1= impossible to follow the ekilful

with the

ed eye, Young girla are encouraged
start commerciasl knitting before ¢ lesve gchool,
Crofter women never hold theil: edles as they would a

pencll, which is the customrry wgy elsewhere, but they close
f-ﬁ'—::q -\"'l' :.\l:.”.—.]q.a over ':*"'{\ 'F“f";.‘]_‘l c e ot 'lh\ n" ‘nﬂ * ] ,\-_!.- ..’ r'_}j_‘i
- 2] ‘I_ o -'\_'."".f i ' ll he ?-__'-, Tl'l'lﬂ“ﬁ.t 3 " n 41 'lT 14 .-f Xal j Weve

to .the influence of

rob y due f [ bog-fir needles,
pnce in ¢ n use here, who coarsene nd length forced the
0 hold them in the latter y rather than the former,
[raditlion says that the art of knitting was troduced by

shipwrecked scilors from th Sp*r ah Armeda, and sdopted by the
eaboard dweller 1th &heir usurl quickn 1d 3 : vy (4),
The environment and rocial conditions lend lves to the
developmeant of some such craft, snd t kdnship bond encouraged !
the formatlen of groups of women ar 1 the 1 syar véning
1, Ordnance Survpy Memoirs of Jonegel, 1235, L s De 195,
2e¢ l4th, Congecsted Districts Board Report, 1906, pes 27.
Oe Cs Lewls, Topographicasl Dietionsrv of Irelen l, Vols 1. pPe475.
44 The Ireland of to-dey, p. 334,
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taek, In s eroft

ir

se¢ industries no

ey Memoirs of Done

r kitchen the

i

fireplace

the focal point, and in winter hss always & group busily
engaged, but unconscious of th rment growing from their
needles, 'he older women keep their feet warm 1 burying
their toes iIn the =oft peat ash on the hesrthestones

The spread of knltting has been concurrent with marked
*:pra=vn in the number of women wesring spectacles, due to the
strain Ilmposed by the fine texture and design of their work,

bein;

-

W

none 1s more important than weaving, Like knitting, weaving
dovetails into the crofter's subsistence economy, 1t wa:
nce a recognised trade in the older generation re ever)
femily had its f he B8 a source of wool for garments, In
early times the manufecture of linen was as prosperous as that
f wool: the lene -« the normel nether garment n by both
exes, wes made of linem (1), The prevallil fashion smongst
the n on the Donegal secboard in Cueller's time was a linen
clotl ubl. v the ad and tied in front (2). Up to 60 or
80 ye ago flax was widaly grown (3), : cupied an importe
¢ 100 in the rotation on gll erofter's holdin =, but the
impetu iven to the linen trade in the northe-es I the
country by the ntroduetion of mechin ry smothere the .)-‘zn.-L_‘ﬂl
Gottage induestry, end discouraged the cultivation of the Crope
In the crofter holdings along Donegal Bay plee f 1linen out
1, The Archseology of Ireland, p. 197.
e Captain Cuellsr's Adventures in Connaught and Ulster, p. 18,
3 Surv 2

gal, boxes,2l and
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sight, while to e girl's preaises ses o

bleaching were a comm

L

good housewife were ndded 3 "There was not a girl in the country

could epin a finer thpead of Jarn, or meke a better stocking (R).

Here were orgsnised spinning parties (

2), to which girle with

thelr spinning wheel on their backs urmfﬁtw vel great distances,

3 y b - 4 ~ . - Yoy wie 4 . wr iyl i oy & =1 - o o
and entertain one another while workin ith singing and t:lc:(S}n

. .! - % 2
It was in this same pregic
£

on that many villaeges apecialised in

flex, especlally around Killybegs, where "linen was vigorously

attended" (4). The srea under flax at this time was ¢lose on

6,000 aeres (£), whilst linen yarn valued st £2,000 was sold at

the nthly market in Ardears (6).
4 .

as the deecadence

weaving was caused by Esntn;&l

nd their eontrol, so 3lso was the diesapperrance of home spun

4s everyday spperel due to similer ecusesy in thies ecnse the in-

fluences were proximete, To: the interference of landlordes in

he 19th., century may be attributed the

cessation of trans-

ance, nnd the disuse of homespuan, es mjterial of everydry
use (7)s When the Donegal crofter lost his mountein grazing

the general prectice of keeping sheep wa: dlsecontinued, and

ith thie, spinning.

A C parison in 11s p epeect may be drawn wi th the West

A AT

¢ where elothing and housing are In substance similer

Co thos=e preveiline during the latter helf of the last centur

l, West of Ireland, p,190,

2« 1bid,

s Ba Eakeficlu, Statistiesl and folitie 1 Aceco t © [relend
1812, Vol. II, p. 730 g

4¢ D¢ A, Besufort, Wemolirs of a

¢ BEatistical survey of Sligo,

6+ Ibid, p. 688, 4

7 L] T l'i.'l(')l’d in :Icn( |'.: :l M } & 7E

Map of Irelend, 179 Pe 3
o -

Pe C8O,
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these materials died out aes ev

emong the West Donegnlerofters,

Fa

the diseppear
P]

nce of homespun in Donegal we
effecting In similar fashion the Secottish
forekd to use sacking as blankete (1),

In the ishes of Ardara, Carrick and K11
Congested Dlstricts Board, acting in co-operstic
Irish Industries Assoclat n, eet up, in 18904 |

2
proving the manufsacture of homerpuns, fhle In
gave employment to mmny spinneres an eavers ,anc
in allied branches of espun production, 8

nle ', the 1n tr extend: te =2vupl an exte t
the amount esrned in there rished by the ho
well over £11,000 (2). - t:te assistance =
ere diseontinued, sdulterated yvsrn was introdue
trade declined to 1914 (3), when the Great )
temporary ineresse in demand, During the *1od
8 very aetive demend for homespuns, end the
part-time occupftlion and partisl support 6o over
farmers, earders, spinnere, and weavers, it
wool mtocks by Britain in 1919, howev r, th len
tweed rracticslly ceased, This wae due to g ev
sush as¢ (a) change in fashion which ealled fo
nighly finished cloth: (b) the admixture of mach

L e ——

1y Go Ps Pordon Cunming. In the Hebride:
2« Appendix to 4th, Report of Roy
1007, pe 3
1""t]‘1l

1 Commi
LY
Report Congeste

e Distriete Bor rd,

1909
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wilth home~spun yarn in the production of home-woven tweed, (e)

the lack of varlety in patterns and dyes.

Zvidence put before the Caeltacht Commission showed that of
the 600 looms and 1,500 spinnere almost all were idle, and that
the industry was rapidly approsching extinetion, due chiefrxj

r
to ifl-ck of supervieion and by failure to keep sbresst of 3
modern requirements (1).

To-day, only three regions sre famous as eaving centres,

Dunlewey and the B2&»agh peninsula with Kilesr as the central

depot, and GRencolumbkille and Arders ass subsidiary centres. i

[¥°> ° While work in these plecce JA confined to a frctory, most of the ‘b

7

homespun is produced in the erofts nearby, where nany of the
igns ured for eenturies are rdapted and supplemented to eater

for modern testes by government draughtemen, Ag in the knitting

industry, meterisle are purehased, designing snd costing carried !

1i. 1 11kA

out, orders booke » 8nd wegee pald from headquerters, The

' : )
marketing arrangemente are controlle by the Department?!s Central
Marketing depot at Beggar's Bush, the tweed being sold under the

'Round Tower! Trade Marl, Before effective organisgtion ,tweed

wne rold in the fairs at Carrick snd Ardare, where about 3,000
ebas aver

reging 60 yerds in length were sold in 1908 (2). The

annuael velue of homespun in Boylagh is nenrly £12,,000 {QlE,OWJ in

1602 (3) ), most of which is exported to Americs sand Britain,
The lwportance asnd general distribution of weaving sround

-

1. Heport of Coimisiun ns Gae tachta, 1925, p. 51
2e Irish Rural Life and Industry, p. 148

3s 18th, Congested Distriets Board Report, 1909, p.20.

et
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Ardere is well 1llustrated from a deseription of the ne

town by T.W,Rolleston, the last secretary of the
Associationt "If one could teke a bird's-ey
et an esrly hour in the morning, on the
could not fail to notice the number
omen, who ere moving
‘de Ardars, Eaech
hervy bundle
generally
weavers here rarely mede
¥ %

he yesr, but by

P - W
pattern: ’

weavyverg on the hire-purchease r
'-‘."]]1 [,,_,.r:,_.l,-_ thore ‘l, grners who

tdleed weaveres in order to perpetuate
idlse el re I

in Fermanagh in readiness for the looms

srely become a factory worker in a bsck-ground

that triees appear ng unlike the result

- -

1. S« Gwynn, Highwaye
1899, pe 79
co Congested Districts Bo:
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possible, whille the cottage worker continues as his predecessors,

using implements that have warled little with t he passing of time

-

tructure of the crofter-weaver's egonomy is one in
whichfhe duties of the induviduale conetituting the family are

finely demarcated from on w0ther: take an average family of sixe

Ll
>

people, & father, mother, two dsughters, and two sonsj the fathepr
is the weaver and confines his activities solely to hie trades
the sons esuperintend the work of the farm, thelr most importent

duty being working with the sheep, an sverage flock being sbout 3

60 headj the mother 1 robably the person wheo dyes the wool and b
4 slsted In preparing 1t for the wezver by the d-ughters, who

; a0 = —— b , - i "
.I C1 \f. Lif.._1|. :I_ E [ i‘}\. - :’_. ¥
Y
T - . ' . ’ 1 A : " . vl a
| ving 10p 18 £ 11 Lne rocd in ordef

hand-loom weaving, The chlief source of ineome, hewever, is the ?

- 4 5 - e - () - - o . ' - 3
contractes lssued by Gaeltarra Eireann at Beggs: ush, or private

L
§
1
+
»
3
0]
L |
L
i
P
==
.
*
i
o
g
e
H
&5
.

b | e r - Yy + 1aT-T. L e - "y - = ' ) T T
n days gone by the sheep, which were néver divped, were

clipped twice n yeer (1), and often in a hephazard fashion when

B

the occasion demanded it (2), The efficiency demanded by modern

anleed ¥ - & b ~ o P & Y i I V— -~ 4 b g |

mariketes inslste on an evenness in the texburd f the wool, whiech
i - + vl s K1 —_ -9 - pp——— - il

1 a.ned Dy ordered oli ng ¢ ell o8 an average standard of

e 3 =

well-belng in the flock, occasioned by scientific dipping, In

e

- —— - -

1, He Morley, Ireland under Ellzabeth and Jemes I, 1890, p, 428
2¢ Fects from Gweedore, p. 19,
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The initial processes of c¢li; ing and washing are the

sameé &s in the older method, with g great 12 gallon pot,
whieh holds about 10 lbs. of wool, as the container, In
dyeing and the :ubzeguent treatment, however, the procedure
is differents When the cauldron of water 1s belling, salt
or glauber salts are dissolved in it. Té this is added

the dye, and then seid. In every case the water must be
brought back to bolling point after the sddition of the salt,
dye, and acid respectively, The dye 1z firest dlssolved in
cold water before adding to the boiling water otherwise the
wool becomes stresked, In order to get a well fixed dye 4
pints of acetle or a cup of sulphurie seld 1s used, but half
this 1s the customary amount, meny @;%; use salt only, without
acid, in order to keep down the ecost priece of the fin’

roduce, Acetic acid 1s In general use as 1t 1s easier te

work with then the more ecaflatoe = lphurie which makes the

water spurt snd boll over. While al'm weg once g comon

mordant, salt, vhigh 1& as effective and cheaper, and ascid, are

now vsed instead; the latter bites and fixe

the cloth, while the former brightans and evens the tint,

. . 4
ﬁn-*errr wag widely used for the past few years but was abandanq

because 1t hed e darkening effect: tin, whigh gives the golours

44

en edded brillaney was substituted. Dyers who use salt only,

never succeed in produe

the caustic properties of an acid are g necessity of fixation,

When seld is unprocurable
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Meny weavers send the web to a Dublin fsetory for scouring
and presain after which the e¢loth obtaine firmness and fine
P ane _.‘.'an rreviouely .1"‘1'"?.‘\1.

In early daye the web of newly-woven tweed wagput into
successive tube of sonpy water, ®epid, warm and hot reepectively,
soch containin Imost a gallon of urine, thoroughly treampe
led ¢to assure fulling, fixetion of colour, and the removsl of

eare, It 12 interesting to note thrt stele urine and ashes
ere used in Conneught sa a heir blesc n e 17th. century (1),
hen sg¢ouring was dome for a townlend, a casing of doors was
ade (?) and the erofting men and women trampled the sodden mess
1 turm, to the sccompeniment of sulteble occupetionsl sirs:
like 211 labour demsnding a commumal effort, thie waes a2 time of
earrymaking,

In no erofter indurtry 1s the dichotomy between the rexes
in the organisstion of lebour so well defined 22 in the produce
tion of homespun, In enelent Ireland men hendled end shesred
4 - .;-‘x.-,--..- -..1»7"1,- e ract of +the ,_:I._,.,-.,.. includine ve ‘.1‘.._\, s WAE
done by woment seouring however lone by men (2). In the

‘ecent eyetem, men treat the sheen and weave, #ll the other
& - e headn Taft 0 the women.
ls Irish Life in the Seventeenth Century, Dunton's Letters,
N s =3 DPb» ‘T"ﬁ.
2+ Paddy the Cope, pe 13.
2, Irich Rursl Tife and Industry, p. 42.
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Those erofters who do f1 ave land in ‘eftes as well as sea=-
fishing one and, therefores, e limited by the exigencies of
the cultivation of their land 1ln the amc unt of £ishing they
GaArTy On, The land 1s nlwa t blgger attraction unless when
the productas of the e -."'_.' gecesslible and in obvious
paying qualitiec, In the caseg of e 1flux of" herring into
an eatuery they turn into fishermen for the time beling, but
return to their ususl rk t . e of prospe &
passed, [t was ¢ recognit ] fact that »r lted in
the Bonrd concentrating first 1 on sgriculture and then on
fishing owing to ¢t ] lom1 nding on the
former oceup-tion,

The attractions of szett] ] g re menifold,
and while supplies of nure eed were im=-
rortant. the nd egtueril nael sources of food
met aleo ve bee rol g i ] n the

.
of normlnt! Tn +) {
" I L i :

maat of the pnocsd "_'_"" 4 en, ndi
ruTrTrarh nd +he t F {1l)e nile the Kosses
fisher=erofter devot ! 4 ime to ihe s he allowed
himrelf """.'_ T ti bo ] C i pocacoesn and
meke his plot! (2) I ] rity we writ-lived 1n
free of 'the growing oppositi f ganised fishing fleets from
other parts of Irelsend, notabl; , @i .¢ Britain, and the

o 1L - 3 1 L ' n tI'ﬂ;l'B
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fair way of being ruined (1), Thies seemes to have

been the widespwead opinion of those interested in the fishing-
iculturel economy, In no ense ies this better enemplified

t In Moray Firth, where the fishermen ceased to work the

{ f land formerly enltivated by them, in order to devote

themselv solely to fishing (2). The fishermen of Lochfyne

relingquished thelr crofts eplso and engaged success-

Untll the advent of the Conge=ted Districts Poard in 1891,

seution of fizhing on the West Donegrl pesbo-rd was

' ing to the eheence of suiteble harbourgand lending
131t3 y A 11 ne the lack of organised marketing =schemes,
he Board'e iInitinl =tep was to develop the existing resources

11 ffereant centres and encourace crews to purchese boats
suilng loane, Conjunetly with this=, the neceers-
lers and euring sheds were eérected and communications with
£ hinterlend re-orgenised on a more economic baemsis, Scottisk
¢ brought seross and teught the people how to work
ﬂﬂ(
13 r and H~1*,ﬂﬁhrﬂf and haul their lines (4) ese fishing

f1table basis wae virtuslly unknown emongst them (5),

1 to the deecline in the industry during the previous half

In.the 1epte 18th, ecentury the number of boats 1n the

1 art te along the cosst had been slowly inereasing (6)
81ally 4in the fonth wvhere rents were peid with fish and

: L. A. :'Gun{ A Touv wn Lreland, 172, . 200,
s " tntlaticael end Politieal Aceount of Ireland
2e¢ He My Commisslion Report on Crofter: ol
- ighlends snd Islends of Scotl=and, 1854, p. 50.
S« Ibid,
4, Bth, Congested
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cannot maintain repul: r
facto:

arrenge for satis

compelled to seek a local msrket, which, beet £
decline in the demand for fish, produces rat 1ap
results,

The Irrp"'-t;'['-"'-[‘- 41 she rmén are tristed + amal)
curreghs, and yawls, beceuse they must fish 4n loenl
1arbour feellitie 10 not always exist, Even 1
facilities do dxlet large boate with costly mot €
exper ve outfits of pear are not e 1n . 1
them.

Yawle and lifeboatz are commonly use br these
fishermen, and are propelled with oerd and fitted w?
In such boats whieh emrrvy a erew of four of five, £
whiéaha- 15 done with handlines for line e e,
pollock, and other demergal ficsh, chieflvy for 1nc:]
Cod, whiting, and pollock sre fished near themairlan
ling is fished upwards of three miles off-chhre,

m r‘;;! 0 laav for theilr o1 w4 N ¥ - 4
full tide latte that evening, rarely fish with 11
wanther as the telke 1= hest whan tha see s A .
i2land lies near the fishing Pround menls are ia 1
live peet being earried out in a bueket wWic ey
warmth to the crew and sssures them of o werm meal.
ecrofter-fishernan realisec that 8 hattear pota Ea &
night, he prefers the small cateh of the drvti !
of a night at sea in his open beet, Often + 1

less then a dozen of a easteh which i1e left in fre

night and gutted.hé e following morning 1f the

ke
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vvine out of doors. Fish for

ile the general method

rrew o have & share in the boat and 1ts esteh, the ecrofter-

4 shermen n the Rosses divide

aelwewve heen recocnised thera o

- /twenty fish, four big and sixteen smell -

"
L
L=}

s

n

oy elre kept in the freszh water if the time 12 not suitable
selting is always dried out of

af doore on g rock or plenk, &= the flevour 1s enhsnced by the

¢ his eceteh in a way that has

8 bein treditional.

ttehen floor in heaps aceording to the mmber of the crew,

smirnnae In £his prase '_i"ﬂ'!"f‘

the door, whieh i1ies then ¢losed, or elee round to

ta the smestion "Who

0117 +he nl1dest

arrelline is ohviated as the

£ $#he haesrne 18 beineg indileate

me of the fishermen goé: yuteide

shere?" from someone inside,
a2 ne By this method sll
an §outside does not know

d by the speaker,

11 #hea aAvaw pnarticinete 1n mektinge the hempsz whigh ar'ée AEe

A meane alnng nver tha Pir

whern NecCesanTY.,

Ma apafter dnshore fiahes
vnluahle fish nl: tee and snle
gonat

abhsence of gear rntfnh1e for |

4

s pomnible heine eomposed of four small, snd one big
b -

rmer rarely seeks the most

" . The sandv bays qlong the

are rich in these and i1t ies probsbly owing to the

im,.that he does not

ion 1= for esc¢h of the

The catch -

epresd on the

gable, and

‘l"‘lj-c}‘l

Furthermore, {

for
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intensive flshing for 'primes's e fishing epesr of the type used

between Glenarm and Cushendall on the Antrim Coast would be en
ideal innovation in seeking flatefish in suech bays,
The part-time fisherman 1s most busily engaged during the

herring seasone, of whiech there are three:(a) beginning of the

New Year till 8t, Brigid's Day (lets Feb)-.(b) =tarts at beginn-

ing of MAy end lasts till end of July (¢) from August till

e

e

October. The autumn herring fishilng

season takes place later

T r
as one goes from Sheephaven south, being inﬁﬁnrref in Oetober
and Trawenagh Bay 1n November, But all locel boats go North to
the Downings on Sheephaven Bay for the summer fishing ss the
herring 12 plentiful there, and return in time to pursue ececas-
ional long line work for the winter,

" L. & ii =
ierring fishing used/bg at its best 200 years ago

but theprosperous season 1k now autumn, Even ss late as 1907
&1 1y 4 vem & &1  u . . 2 wi 4 - . Bl AT W e 3 -
the autumn fishery was a failure while the pesk searson was in th
new year, S4miliar erratic movementes took plece in 1835 (1),

The erofter is at a loss to acecount for the migrations, but

opines that,after coming in to spswn the herring goes out to se:
e —
to die, leaving the young to gradually mature, ALY a period

gpent in deep water, these return iln the following season, [he
inexpliceble cause of the movement, and his ignorance of the

whereaboute of the herring after leaving the phore, are reflect-.
I

3
ed in the ept comperison he draws between the migrationz of bird
; A

"The cuckoo comes, and goes" and the herring, - "The herring

-

3087y v 568v |
I Apperdx To The 4. Keport .'{F e fa\ﬁ»( Gommi'ssion on Corgeslion I
Licland , 107, - le.
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eomes,and goes", The erofteres use dyeft nets,but often two
boate will have a seine between them, When the cateh is large

the fish are brought in relays to the shore. Drift nets are
e .

much in use as they can be easily menipuleted by a single boat
working & bay, when the herring come far inshore in Autumn.
lerring fishing on a big scale 1s done by eross=Channel boat:
and Knobbles whieh work the shoals ten to forty miles from shore
(1), a distance that 1s out of reseh of the erofter's sailing or
rowing boat,

Fishing, like meny other trades on thies west coest, is tenc
ing to become more snd more centred in the hende of selected
groups: a tendency towarde momopoly as in weaving, basket-maoking
and bullding, 1s meking itseclf felt, end in the ¢qee of fishing,
may be attributable to the disinterectedness of the young

genersa tion who havi alternstive Eul“:’-‘l‘_'_? te § and the ! -"L_;f".vﬂl'lj she=

"
f=tn

ment of long-shore fishing grounds by indiseriminate foreign
trawling on sandy beds (2), 1t 1s no uncommon sight for the

erofters to see a fpanish or French vessel going over their bede
with a fine-meghed trawl. Whether trawling doees affect spawne

ing grounds 1s a disputable point (3) but the West D negal

erofter fishermen, like meny other authorities (4) is convinced

it does. The de@line has been precipitated by R another reason
- the echanged palate of the erofter: the presence of more eaclly
procured substitutes for fish on his dleter: may ‘be_sccounteile

for this,

le 8, Po Farran, "Herring Fisheries off the Donegal Coast'
Saorstat Elreann: Journel of Department of Agriculture,
June 1937, ps 202,

2e Eoli, i Holdasworth, De®p Sea Fishing and Fishery Boats,1874,
Pedd, _

Se JeGs Bertram, The Hervest of the fea, 1873, p. 220.

Je Travis Jenkins, The Herring ani Herring Fishery, p. 143,
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supply fectors in ports like Teelin, Killybegs, Dunfanaghy and
Burtonport, their catches are graded into, small - mattie -

matt full - ierge - largefull, and pickled for export to Americsa

-

Gt. Britein, and Germany: those plckled 1n

o

1

5

get a 'soft! or mild cure as they are for almost Ilmm¢

consumption, Matje or malden herrings, whlch are without roe

?

or milt, feteh a good price, but the most pr fiteble 4g 'large

full',

The boats in general use among the crofters are

suited to the cosstline where they are located, 0

boats are genersl all along the coast because there
woled

etreteches where decked boats eould not bcﬂin effety.

localities only those open boats sre kept as can be
landed at strands or creeks in the rocks, The most

these for small socele fishing is the curragh, whiec

fairly good weather, though landing is difficult In

night, so that the earninglof a fishermen are often

When new equipment 1s needed 1t 1= bought locally on the
hire-purchase system, the expenses being defrayed by

z eateh, which 1s sold in the nesrest tewn, When crofters

»ing for Britsin

gseaworthy and, &s it need not go far ocut to sea, esccidents in
L ’ - ’

handling it are reare, It can be launched with gre:

weather Aif 4t has a good take of fish, A crew of three men

frequently mekes as much ss the entire cost of a curragh in &

relatively than the esrningf{of & crew in a decked bost,

The favourite open boat is the Greencastle yawl, with
sharp whale-boat bow and s$tern, which is used ¥ith sueh success
in lobester fishing and, in May and June, driftenet fishing for

sglmon. These boaste can use elther one or two spWrit eaile 1in

the herre

ate

od L

are lerge
In sueh
bepched or

suitable 6f

mugh larger
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e breege, and are very seaworthy. Owing to the uncertain

squally weather experienced on the coast miny of the yawle have
been decked, and a motor added whieh has ensbled them not only
to face rougher weather, but to engage in fishing farther out te
sea, and use heavier gear such se longer drift and eselne nets,

ILike the herring fishery in coastal erofting distriects in
Sgotland (1), lack of 9;iiab1¢ transport and communication is a
serious obstacle to prosperity, but here in Donegal the crofting
communities have solved this problem by patronieing a especial
port, which Imports and exports goods for them, Jue to the
physiceal features which sepnrate the county into & number of
almost self-contalined sreas, communication between which 1e
relatively diffiecult, & system of sea-borne traffic by means of !
chartered vessels has been developed (2), end in the co~o ;vntii
instinct thue engendered may well lie the future prosperity of "
the fisheriles,

CURRAGHS

Like everything else in the soclsl life of the west
Donegal peasant, the curragh is a product of its entirorment,

=1

, <
This enviromment ls remarkebly uniform in the two curragh-centr
on the north-west coast, Bunbeg and Sheephaven, Both have a
charsgteristie bleakness and an exposure to Atlantic gales -

galeg that necessitate a craft of such a structure that it will

ride the waves rather than go through them and, when properly

&
=

(=

handled, will be safe in the most stormy sen that wi amp &

l, Je Gibb, "The FProblem of the Highlands" The Geographical

Magezine, May, 158, Pe P
2+« Report of the Co, Donegal

meE A
L.

Iransport Committee, 1934, pe Se
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wooden boat, Furthermcre, the lightness of the craft and its

ready response to the slightest flick of the oar meke it an ine-

i

veluable esset on an indented ¢asost, where commiinication by ses
i1s still of prime importance, It ie from these curragh centres
and the adjacent lslande that crofters fish those shosls thst
come close to their homes, or gather sesweced for their holdinge.,
In such exposed placed and under such severe nditions, the
curragh has this advantage, thet the erew smlone are sufficient
to 1ift it from the water and place it well out of reech of the
eaviest sea,

Two types of curregh are to be found on the northewest
coast, both centred on very sandy regions, The firet is the
Bunbeg curragh (fig. 19). The bulldingof this type of curragh is
concentrated on the irportent islands lying off the cocet, Gola,
Inishmeane, Owey, and Toryjy Inishmesne 1s now the prineipal place
for them, An occasional curraghe-builder is found in Bunbe;
district. These 1sland centres slso builld the prowed or ocared
curregh which is more sea worthy than the paddleecurrsgh, The
islanders retail those curraghs, which are no longer trustworthy
on the sea, to &=sc=¢ pessants on the mainland engaged on less

perilous pursults, for the sum of thirty shillings. Themost

novel use these curraghs are put to on the mainland 1s for carryé

1]

¥

ing peast on the inland loughs: they were msed as far inland as
Lough Veagh at the beginning of the last century (1) by poteen
m&kersrwho used a plece of peat to plug the hoes in the skin, By}
using curraghs on Lough Fad, one and & helf miles northwect of

-

le Co Olway, 80 years ago in Donegal, 1827, p. 23,
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Crolly Station, in the townland of Derrynamansher, the people

save themeelves a considerable Journey on foot over rough moore

land between their peat benks and their homes, When the peate

season 1s ended, the currsghs are returned to the goast

wnere
they are used for fishing, travelling, or gathering seaweed,
The length of the Bunbeg curragh varies between ten and

fourteen feet, The gunwales are of tout seantling and consist

of two or three parts (fig. 192), straight side pleces 73 ft, b1’

| ) 4,
| . o8 1ne

+ wilde and 2 inches deep, and elther one or two shoulder
'8y which@re conrected with trenails, A transom bar join-
g the after ends is now eounter sunk, but in the older form
wag set on top.

When being constructe d ,the punwale framework is inverted

on the ;rcund)and the holee for the lath ri

"
¥
i

be burned or made WA

én augers the laths are strips of wood 2 ins., wide which have

o BLE

been cut out of g plank, In férmer times willow rode were fitt

ed into these holes and bent across tof orm couples f1), which

LS

1ike the longitudinel strin rgy were then tied with horse hair,

Hill remarked that the curraghs in the Rosseshad & wikerwork

bulwark 6 ins., deep woven round the f rame

P
b
m
P
.
@

the fleor-

ing, the whole structure being reinforced by laths
longitudinaelly (2)., At this time the curragh on the ms
Jy developed than that on the islands.

At the beginning of the 19th. century the Bunb:
mich recembled a coracle, being an oval basket covered wit

l, British Corsecles and Irish Currsghe, pe. 163,
2s Facts from Gweedore, p. 26,
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gkin (1)s On Tory fifty years leter, Getty sew curreghe in

coursge of construction and noted thet the builder uced draw

fa fresh hide with the hailr inside over the skeleton

laced with thongs to the gunwale, became rigild ss 1t contracted

on drvin
on arvyvil
J

g« At present a cheap materie)

canvae, manufectured from flax or hemp spun by the women, and
» ¥ . Il.;‘-r

wirleh 1 consldered of superior strength to whetis purchased

& warehouse =-« to render the canvas secure 1t is made double

end tarred, a layer of brown paper being ineerted between the

two portions (2). In these curraghs a wicker bulwaerk similer

thet in the Punbeg curragh was fashioned

ta
1=

straight, &Since the islanders used osrs or paddles in them,
follows that portable thwarts were used: when oars, two of e
erew pulled a palr dach, when pLJdlif; they
fashion (3).

The craft deseribed by Stephens (4) is
last stage in the gradus]l evolution of the modern bull=nocsed

curragh, It shows no development above that deseribed by

end seeme to be the fingl stage in the svolution of the Bunbe;

curragh, as 1t had then the round bow and streight stern (5).
It was © ft., long, 3 ft.., in beam, and 2 ft,

structed Iin'the same manner as the modern currsgh, The Tral.

gurwale was lald down, and wes perforated with holees into whieh

stout willow ribs were inserted, Between thepee slighter fw rgs

were Iinterwoven to form m basketwork bulwark about 10 inche:

le JoCoWhlker. Historical Vemoirs of the Irish Bards, 1818,
vol II, pe 201,

2 E, Cetty, "The Island of Torys; ite history and antiquity”

Ulster Journal Arch 1, 1853, p. 32.

Ibiti' P.SE. 5, I’baq 1&-3].:
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depths The ribe were then brought together and, having been

intertwined, were strengthened by laths erossing from stem to
stern, and each cross fastened with horsehair, This frame=-
worik was then covered with horse hide or tarred esnvas. The
modern curragh 1s covered with successive layers of tarred cloth,
usuelly a flourebag, or a potato bag, the finer eloth being re-
served for the outside ekin, In earlier times en #ntervening

.

layer of tarred brown paper wae inserted (1), but this is not
done to=-day,

Owing to ite buoyaney the crew were conctrained to sit on
the floor,as & little pressure would have capsized 1t, They
propelled it with cars, and when only one men was in 1t he knelt
at the bow, and with alternate strokes from eide to =1de, gulded
it.

Horsehalr was an 1deal binder in the absence of cord, as it
swelled readily when damp and tightaned the Jjunctions 1t bound:
1te naturel oll acted as a preservative, Horse-hair binding:
and horesenide 'skine' were in general wse along the Clare coest
(2) especielly around Kilkee (3). It 1s now customary to insert
a permanent seat and thole-pins for rowing, and so abolish the
more srduous task of paddling,. [here are two typees of peddle,
the older (fig 214A) consieting of two pleces of wood joined by
meétal ring or staple, the younger (fig., 21B), of a single plece

of wood., Both are found on the 1slands and mainlend but the

l. Ordnance Survey Memoirs of Donegel, Bog.22, Kilmsecrensan,

2+ E, Walkefleld, Statisticel and Politiesl State of Ireland, 1
1812, vol. 1, p. 97,

3¢ Jo Binne, Miseries and Besuties of Ireland, 1818, vol,II,

I‘:. 1_‘:"1{‘;.
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latter is more common now, The new paddle is etraight, sbout

5 ft. long, and has & blade 30 ins,long and 4% ine, wide, tapere

ing to a shaft 14 ins, dismeter. The two perts of the older
paddle are so arranged that when joined with a steple it present
an even curve in the end view, This gives 1t greater leverage
and, as the paddler kneels at the bow, allowe him more control
over the curragh, It lacks the fine finish of the new peddle

ins, in dilsmeter, joined to & blade 27 inches

o

and has a shaf
long and 6 wide, A spade is often 2 useful substitute,

When working, the paddler kneels in the bow and keeps his

craft under control by an aetlon whieh much resembles seulling,
but it is very unlike it in body movement, porition of arme, and
cilrcultous movement of the paddle blede on each side of the bow
alternately, The werb "paddle" is ueed for convenience, for the
movement that propels a curregh is as much like peddling as

eculling 1s like rowing, 'fhe intricete sweeps of the paddle
eo skilful, so sure, that the curragh responds to every flick of

the bleade, bressts o wave (if broadeide she would cepsize), end

-

mekes straight for her destinetion, In the art of peddling the
Bunbeg curragh the womenfolk emulate the men.

Every owner whose foreshore is not sandy builde himself a
tiny harbour with § gravel-bottom, in order to ensure the séfe
launching and beaehing of hie Curragh, Near his harbout (cuan)
is a ghelf, well sbove high water merk, on which the curregh is
inverted to dry or be repaired, When upturned, 1t is secured by
leaning rocks on the projecting partsof the gunwsles and sgeinst

the nose, es it is light enough to be disturbed and damaged by e

feirly strong wind. A convenlent way of repeiring a leak 1s by

melting the tar with & live turfecosl (beo), the breegze or a puff
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of breath keepling the beo red,

The Bunbeg currsgh 1s used solely for longshore work,

principally lobster-ficshing, gathering sesweed, and travelling

from adjacent 1slands to the mainlend, A considerable profit

1§ made mnnually by lobster-fishing, because the curragh-owner

has little or no expense in this pursutt, the pots being of

semi=circular oelers fixed into a rectagpguler lath floor

which

is welghted with a layer of cement: the covering is ususlly a

plece of a discarded net, The profit in working lobster po

o

generally greater then that from herring fishing, because

and there 1ls a great disparity in labour cost betwesn the

In springtime the curraghs are ured to cut deepe-seas we
which 1= brought to the mainland and sold to crofters who
£

either no foreshore or no mesns of procuring weed,

0f greater lmportance then the Bunbeg currsgh is the
16 ft., this craft is similar in general contour to those
elong the Mayo, Clare, and Kerry coasts, While they vary

length from 18 to 20 feet the customery dimensions are 16

€ inehep narrower than the firet thwart at the junction

straight part of the gunwale and the shoulders, Unlike t
curraghs, or those on the Connemara cosst, - 10 Ju

block Jjoining these parts, but a scarf jJoint fastened with

m

trenall, The tip of the prow is 28 inches above the ground

ohaven or Tory oared curragh (fig. 20). Of average le

is no need for expensive gear, lobster fishing 1s never erratiec,

the depth emidshipe is 18 inches and at the stern 24 inches, It

is thies tilf towsrds the first thwart in conjunction with




162,
position of the seats, that tiltsthe prow when the ernft 1g

afloat and givefit an even belance.

The framework 1s of unpeeled hazelrods,which 'm couples
on the bottom and gre tied by cord wher they croes the
longitudinal laths which form the stringers, Rode form the I

skeleton of the stern, sides, and the prow, which 1g d eply

U=ghaped right to the nocze,

The fore-ends of the shoulders are jolned by s strong bap
which keeps the upper framework in poeftlon, snd also servee as
e fixture for securing the curragh,

The oar, which is singular in being the exact length of the

I

is usually made of etrips of ash 10 feet lon

3
—.
[
Its

lght gunwale,
At the hendle it is squere in seetion, but esbout 2% feet down
the ¢ roes~-section becomes eireulsr, snd greduslly flattens

g toe-

wards the tip of the blade to he inchee: the ocar hes & uniform

A bull 20 inches long, 6 to 8 inches wide, and 2 inches

thick is nailed onto the rectangular sheft leaving a handle

-

about 8 inches longs, The hole in the bull for the thole pin is

bored by an s uger, 4na

cr
i
-
=3
>

ot :5'1’_‘?‘1'.'-.‘-' theblackened edges
indicate, in order to harden the surface of the spérture, When

this hole becomes elongated through constant use

]

strip of

reversed and another hole bored,
A thole pin & inches long, protruding from a eleat cover

A
A Tl

by a strip of metel 2 feet long by 1 ineh

| 5.9
o
7z
<t
2
l-f
)
-
3
[
r:_

the oar works., When fully immersed the

blade of the oar is not more then 35 inches below the botton of

the currsgh and deseribes a flat ovel when in operation, the




idea of "feathering! bein

t1)

When drying, the curragh is either

supported by the bull as 1 in figes 20 or

the Jjunction of the shoulders and

t

“

which are en the ¢ round, beling support

rocks As in the osse of the Bunbeg curragh,

™
A

of the punwale st the trensom permit of

to secure 1t.

The greatest difference between the She

curragh and the Bunbeg pasddle curragh is the

strongly sheared and ensbles 1t to go r

UpwWi

568, There 1s some doubt ms to which of th

earlier, ornell (1) avers thet the Bunbe;
and ddduces no reasons: this is sub jeet f«
than postulations A considersation of both

sgogeinted with

de¢voreed

their hiestorical enc aourn

not from woulld seenx n

them,

ern paddle curragh is & retoograde ¢ fron

the prowed curragh of Sheechaven.

The curragh ie a relie of

ap a means of communication not only

Ireland (2) but between Ireland amd Ct.

&
[FH

craft of this soRt at and

Ireland to Cornwall, Agsin, Ademnan relctes

]'_'? 1 L

dseiple of St., Columba, travelled in

l, Js Hornell, Britiesh @Goracles and Irlesh Cu

precluded by the vertieal thole-pin,

ad

wrizontal:

cu

two eomp

2¢ Ay E4 Green, History of the Irish State
3¢ History of the Irish State to 1014, p. 325,

on one sgide snd

else overturned,

of the gunwele,

ed by a few plecer of
the Jutting portions
wedged there
red

@éphaven of

high prow which 1:
g of miles out to
ége curraghs is the

the older

r discussgion rather

eloe

rraf

1y

phleal enviromnments,

licate that the mode=

the earliest type,

e and was widely used
ifferent parts of
ins It wae in =& £
anions 1iled from

ow

covered skiff (3),
rraghs, 1958, p. 161

to ]':Jlﬁ:' 19:15’ F.gn
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whichhad & prow, and was propelled by oars and a seil, from

'Irrogdamnenia' to the Orkneys (1). While these vessels for
long-distance travel, and battle, were of stout bull hide they I
were exceedingly light, The size of the vessel depended on the

number of hides used, a two hide curragh being big enough for

travel on the open sem, while & craft covered with a eingle hide

was g0 smell as to be easily carrled by a men (2) much as the

Welst do their coracles, It seems, therefore 3 that curreghs of

different sizees were in use at thesame timey, the craft of the

private individusl being adapted to =uit hils ins woreinterests,

D

but lacking the qualities that were necessary 1f the craft was !
to be sea-worthy off-shorej ehief emong the
adequate =ize, That used by 2t, Brendan esrried two pare

end 8 quantity of butter for pepairs, because bYtter wes the necess- I
ary coating forthe hide if 1t were to be made waterproof (3),
The framework of wooden Pibs was suprorted by pillars 'in the
usual way' (4),

The historical evidence testifies to & prowed eurrsgh whiech

ii

pﬂwﬁk& Wit oavs, Sails, or;xh*¢ies anqi

was long enough to agecomodnte three or more of s crew an 8
probably a combination of any two of thes: Independent of
thie historical evidence, the ohly type of eraft that could be
effectife on the open ses and especisll n an exposed coestline
as these erofters life on, 1s a prowed one hen at

erew ere cuareful to brid

s |

the prow to meet thewave:
ensure that the bow received the first ghoek and 14fts
A b2 8 @ 2% _2 3

1, O'Flasherty's Ogygiam, 1? IS Pel22,

e FPas W, Joyce, A ci History of Ancient Ir
3« O'Flaherty!: 'J"‘- tia, 1'79.”-, De 122

4, Ibld, p. 123,

&

-
s
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safoly. The bullenocsed

is never used for tresvelling in

The l1elenders BO to the mainland in laumches,

activitier in the small curregh to long=shore

4=
LIl

fishing, M

£ il o)

orys ¥ that ocared curraghs wit
eharp bows were the rule on the mainlend or
i v
| 0ld man told of currsghs he remembered there
| 2
1
| ,.-q.:r i e t'z ) a
The most advenced type of curragh ie
' further north to the Arsn Islande, Clare
ven the constructi seems lese developed,
iIntrudes &= oy thie scheme snd, because
eculiarities, seems to be a retrogression fr

effected in resp

ments constituting th

round of the crofter, the salient hou: fe
fiuenced by the dietates of custom ad rnvir
1 istribution of houses along the ses:
Influenced chiefly by the convenienc: 1 .
nearest road (fig.12),wheress the older types
ed in requeste: places, takin vantage of
and water supplv. ile the lest factor may
peculiar, there is s decided lack of good wat

The Islend of Torys ites history

at paddle currag!

type at Bunbeg is unsuited to open sew

except on calm days,

end confine their

1ine and

equare sterns and

gite and thet an
being pulled by

6 cultural back-

ptures sre ine

-
-
=
o

=

1m

to=day
turf bank and the
elly clusters
natural features
be considered

sort

Féenexr -l]:l, for

end antiquitiees",
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wdern Uonegal crofter's house (Plate 5) while ving loeal
variations, 1s a uniform development from the rod house of the
lagt century,

| = A e i, H 1] "

In 19th, century Doneg:l the "hute" were oneeroomed,and
- wlos e - ~p " 3 & 17 adl (Re 1 s -
chimneylesa, the occupyin e middle of the floor (1), and
- ’ or 11 2 e - o 'y " , " v y
are O Em&all, 12 £t., 1-",' 151 Uey {..‘—) that ey Lt 1 2]
Y E ort L-' 18 (”J ™ A y Other cormmodat - AVE 1ab] e,
" 14 ¥ | ‘,1_,- ‘\.‘h? o A ':*‘ £, 'T‘.O'—.' v Fe 01 ' s ‘-.-';_.5 I M-
11y 1living in the 'upper! 't aro t th wout
1sl betx the 8, [n, ] ¢ recent
conatruction, ¢ a oce 1 'by the parated by
aly & b1 ' & Yo an el 2 f o2 O \ - -
¢ 1 v 4 ® i '] |
b1 tion Fformed f the b+ 1s " - 4 e le o j |
o oy e & e,
e peneral nl ce of ndc gy b for by a
C nt window tax, and the f f t them with
&8} in (&).
Owl te th bur nee of buil ! ar 'é dI'ye
A 3
tone Ky aF r uffacing 4 lopment(8) 1
1d 1s 8t111 Yeeking 1 n 1d vere also
| & g " ' g a Y 3 =1 ¥ 2o
S 1 _ rig A v II, Do 100 I
e PFaddy the Cope, p.80; the aversge esrea of one-roomed houses ir
’\f‘ Trq' "’f—""‘+ 1Y+ '-_'* 1 ] : ja = .n 1L S .{1=
iseries and Beauties of Ireland, Vol.I, p, 51; Irclsnd Toe
a , » 2 = ® 4
i‘ﬁ-‘ ..r L ':!4: AY t"‘ 311 L [] 1- .
o« Facts from Cweedore, p, 36,
A . Prate fr e ed B, - 30 x
iouse", 162 [

ile supplies on dralnage water from the bogland or : nearby
' mountaln estream, fhe bullding eulture se represented by the

19‘&“' .
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secured by ropes weighf with stones=s,

This type of byre 1s a continuation of the sod complex, but

£,

from exemples noted around Crolly and Glenties, it aprears to be
e retrograde step from the permanent sod domicile, ss the roof
merely slopes from the entrance to the beek and is thatched with
heather overlying a covering of serws laid on bog=fir sticke
Even perallel rildges of sods, backed by = rock, and covered with
2 strip of corrugated iron, still gerve sg & hen house

The primitive house type was the one-roomed chi neyless

iwelling in which both the family end the animsals sought shelter,

been reged in 1938,
The tendency of housing the livestoek with humsn beinge hsg
been attributed to & variety of causes, 'the cow keeps the house

e

I worm', "1t makee 1t easier to get & drop ofmilk!, (warmth
ineresses the yleld of milk', 'it kelps to save the dung' (1) =
but it is reasonable to expect here the influence of custom end
environment, Thepraetice could be condidered as s continuation IF
of that of the older "Pine" group, whose anxiety for the safety
of the cattle from maursuders forced them to erect & reth, inside
whieh both animale and husenS: found ecommon safety,

Bulldings tend to be simple in reglons of difficulty and

le EyEqEvans, "Donegel Survivals", Antiquity, June, 1939, p. 210,
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other domestic sctivities being performed outside (1). But

poverty must sleo have pleayed & considerable

ghis arrangement, becsuse se lete ag 1900 §/6

tenants in Co, Mayo were living in one roomec

cattle (2).,

Generally spesking, the more recent one-roomed dwelling is

-1 s PET F T e e 3 - .
esmall, that shown (fig,.23), ¥Whiek 8 & OO

thicknesr of 2 ft1 few erofter houses heve wi
in thiclkness,

The location of erofter housing Bite
esting examples of the contrelling fector
great disparity between the populetioh on 1

ern shores of Gweecbara Bay, the former havir

The disposition of the house 1s condilderabl;
prevelling winds, The tendenecy 1s to ereét
lower grble to the southewest or west eo a:

smallest possible thatch surface to the wind

protectlo the geble 1s usually raised (Plate 7) for thiec
purpoeeé, ouces in a townlar ( this cormon fenf e of the
control of asgpect, and are arr ed ns s0 mar umlis 1th
elthe: eir backes or gables faci in the same di; ion, In
many cdpes the back walls have no wi nd it 4 nly recently
that ny houseés have hac ege incerte ere,

PR
1l Wab, Woodslartin, Traces of the EMderfaiths of Irelend, Vel,I,

2s 2th, Report of Congested Districts Boerd,

dimenelions, with a wall

e ncrthern and southes
g 4 southerly aspect .l
f

while the latter liee in a gool shedow, &nd locke to the north,

the house with the

part in regulating

1 houser with their

added to the hearth

11le less than this

influenced by the r{

toc precent the

L] , L ] lnt
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Aspect does not seem to influence the loeation of

(p

erected within

the past
generally pérched on an
68 a result. The older house

shelter « hilloeck, valley, and

cace (fig.80) noted near Dunglow

d been removed

ETS

eminence

ol

y

-

d are

from a hilloek ent
such a way, that, éven though 1t
the height, ite roof was completely un:
blowing on the other side.
A notable festure of the older

called, its

'protectiv

mn
¢ ]
i:-:l
k

3

meterial from

house, wit

whole with

from ghort distance, The

12) is executed wit

the sccumulat el
that naturally shaped pleces of granite
s¢cheme as neatly as echistoese flags,
perfect at the ecorneres of t house
produced if the stone is in any de e
a naturally bedded roek is sveile  f

ihe outhoure for cattle, if

ing, is generelly added

behind to form a 'street'; the

an efipecisl feature of

reflection of the older custom of

the family under the ssme roof,

below the

erofter house

5
o
(W]

an

houesing

o e By, e
excre

I houses

; . 8
elv drauchte
L raugnty

te 11), beeause they are

¢ of every available
1111 - and in one
ble wount of soll

generel absence

e

g 18 indiecernible e
[ the 1ls (Flate
of g tions, B0
{
into tl 1141
art 1ls empecisally
LY
rick-l} effect is,
I o ossible,
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=
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The deve}opment on the =ingle roomed house

ie one with an
extrs poom added to the hearth gable, chiefly besause it saves
Bhbour and gets the full advantage of the fire: additions are

rarely made on the west geble, s prohibition whiech is based on
utility rather than on superstition: if the only necessary
addition 1s &2 byre, it goes on the hesrth gable begause of the

additional heat afforded (Plate §). Modern houses, howeéver,

evelop aceording to convenience, so that it 4s difficult to

letermine in many cases whether the extrs room is sn addition to ,

e hearth gable or e been causedby a partiti in a ecentral
chimney house, After the addition of successive rooms the

o
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8 low as poesible, a: resents a small -surface,
. r —— - - F- 2 a ] & e b
s angure ol rofting estebl ant not coniined

beforethe mlgration of their owners to permasnent residence on
mainland, barely & ft, a&bove ground level, their walls and

s -~ aad ST, R -1 - — | 'l - = 1 - - - -
floors belng sunker ne earth so as to reduce the srea ex-

houses are, the upper or hearth gable of the Donegnl croft

house 1s often not more than 10 ft,, high, the floor occupyin
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ly CoF,Gordon Cumming, In the Hebrides, 1883, p. 329.
2¢ Ay Carmichmel, Carmina Gadelies, 1928, Vol,II. p. 305,




They are of drystone, coated inside and outside with mud and
more recently mortsr, the inner gaps in the etonework acting
condulte to cerry moisture to the ground. In the old houses
around Glencolumbkille an inner pseking of blue clay was put

down the middle

weshed on the ouf

g
éb

g oK~ (=8 ad £ £ o
ag AmMPNess,

The most

'upper! gthic, because 1ts position determined the 4

which the house increased. The lower gable, l1like the

."..’“ ,..-]u_.,‘ s b 1i,‘.

the eovering fron
R A - - -
ldge up the gable

ample rotaatior

11t O 1na

these walls

2

AN

Fe 4

2 -
2adoul v 4Ii8 20.—_'

..,
A
-
o

)f the geb

The protecting gable

and 1s not found

The entrar
wooden frame
13) it 1e cert:
of the ecounty,

the right hand

le

1Ce

-
Ox

becauce the 1ime prevente the growth of moses which encoure

6 by

door

(Plates

in

that

Doores

gide

of
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to note there sre no recorded varlations from thi: measurement,

the

tone, rather than 1lime from shells ies used

wenk and 1s only suiteble for internal

roduces a bulging on the roof whieh stripe

hiph enough {f“iﬂ.’_ 23A Pletes 7 and 13)

ride

] as

walles The modern house 18 now lime-

not because it makes the house look well,

-}

direction in
1 1 he upper, !
er than the thateh level, but the wind

Li)

ere the protecti ny

ne structure slong the top of

nas usually a thin fleg es 2 lintel over

12, 18), and if a porch 1s added (Plate

the occuplier came from the ecstern

e i
Pl

ng to the upper room are rearely

on

the fireplace, while those to 2 room in
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the lower partg of the house are generally in the middle of

the

lower gable, This wall isabeent in fig. 23, »a sheeting parte

ition having been erected to separaste the living
3

quarters from

the byre. Thw owner of this hous the last

would ordinarly have had the byre converted 1 nto e living

1
<
|
o
O
2

if he had married,

Two doors opposite eseh other Ere a speelal feature of the

erofter houses, and their nemee ' d

the door on which the wind blews, and the elt

door, respectively « indicete tre usce Lo whieh they are put:

eéach door 1s opened or closed eccordingly thevind 1.

not. If

8 were to enter the kitchen the smoke from e
' : T
resting on the cound would soon make +
It 1s by working this draught system that the
regulates her fireand aserates her home.
The migration of the fireplace from the middle
to the gable wall end eventually into 1t, 1 of ¢

intereeting pr greselone esgociated witherofter ousing develope

ment, In it ecan be seen & reflectior f the greadual evolution

of sod Mat, colletersl with the improvement in roof e 1ot
the

and design, #1th,migration of the fire it follows that m

would be left for domestic duties a

soclal gentre, with the fireplsce

cooking, but also as : meeting place where ide

froraer‘ic“:LHLVLchrfn;t 68 dlsemminate:

L I

-

hesrth shows 2 gradusl immurement from the tin

predecersor, when cooking was lone in the open sl r, and later, on

fire in the middle of the

floor, until to=dsy, when an almost
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0
ffected,

o
ate hes been g
@ fireplace (fig. 18A), whieh occuples a groove in the
upper wall, is generaslly backed wlthstones emaller than those
composing thegable proper, A bresstwork sbove the fire
protrudes 8 or 10 ine., from the wall &s & ecasing for the
chimney, and successive irregulerities in i1t reflect the Iintere
nal windings of the fhue, The lower supporting shoulders
project in & way that is reminiseent of the wooden balks that
were at right eangles to the gable and supported the smoke
canopy in the old fireplece, A ledge running round the recess
ecte se & hob and shelf for soot, Ef the house is very old the

1

recess for the fire 1s shallow and the stone bresstwork quite

]

deep, & reminder of the wooden or besketwork

snopleswhic

ie type of canopy was in use it was not uncommon to see g

berrel or wilcker framework s= the chimney, ftone bullt chime

neys, whiceh were introduced here sbout 30 yesrs ago, only

became wildeepresd throuvghtut Ireland during the 19th, century

(1), Thewooden chimney (Plste 14),which 1s stil) ¢ ommon eround

the cougtel etretch from Teelin to Glencolumbeille, 1, since

it ie bound with straw ropes, & primsry eddition to the older
chimnevlessg houese, Insteed of being en integrel pert of the
construction t wooden chimney 1z merely set n ¢ top of the

hies was how the barrel chimney wes affixe in dave zone by a

feature common aleo in the Bebrides (2), No. houses have
1, Ake Campbell, "Notes on the Irish Houre", Folkliv, 2, 1938,
Pe 178,

2+ In theHebrides, p. 132,

o A -
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part of the day, t)

-
"Wes

1938,

206,
e forenoon; this wes especially so in winter,

I'wo methods of ecookir rée poesible in turf fire: firet,
by suspending the pot over the fire on 2 hoolk, v £e
8 one or two hooks of different length which can be moved up
anddowm a chein hanging frem en iron £ixed bser in the thim: ey
(fiz. 21C), Pots contain porri » Oor water for boiling,
ard thus suspended: ¢ 88c0o { 1 12 by 1 rix 1@ pos in
the fire end aping turf ¢o 1 aroun nd on 1t: this 1= th
nner in whieh 'sods Bresd! i1s baked,
A noteble ebsence in the cro r's do tlec utensils 1= the
riddle, due otviously, to the sbsence of an support in
rly times when the fire was centrally positioned, e earliee
- est subetitut 1t amongst the erofter as the gridiron for
F rying osten bread and boxty, Béf tel one e the !
cake o t dough wes laid against s stump, leter a tripod
f h r, .
118 ovenless bres i1z commo: long the Atlantic sesboard |
of 3 - roj ere¢ oat re & recognized 11 erop (1),
The Tloor in modernprof! vellings 1s of eone , and
few houses with.mud flodrs and eobbled hearths remein, In old
ellinge the floo £ 8 adusl s ) t and, as
| J ’ F
in the modern.floor, is ever; igher tham sroundlevel oute
side (figs 26A),
A elngular feature in old houcses ' the ) ent
construction lack, is th 11-bed (ceillench « f + 28 and 23,
late 15), hile etymologiste attribute the name to curtair
(caille) hanging in front of bed, the compor £ "Cul",
(back) end "teach" (house) 1s possible eynthesis, Tike all

t European Connections and

I- I—'. o - :ﬂ ™ 3
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Talcove! features
cuLtural form, which seemed
outbui 1-_51'{1_- epbhhitecture [] } M

emént of the kite en,bei:

1]
e
Al
s
[
-4
m
bt

led to the belief thet

slore wonld not

ilstrituted dovrs the

:

( Ie‘.. ture of ouae 0

it 182 a typieal example of & west Europesn

riginally

™ N & - 'l"l " 31 = E i Elp if 1 i
Ihe wall-bed occuples ¢ slgnificant position in the arran

each c¢ese the bed is neapr the fire,
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al fest Yuse construee

F mom A " - | i v
t . ehcuese but an in-
4
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Campbell has pointed out (2) t

connects the crofter's house with the

north Donegal to Galwsav Bay but nol

2rtd ety "L als | L= 5T : 3
ertistry 1 love of symmetry than the ercction of the roof

to belong to lateral
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oty
_.-_z_‘d_

&
coaet wreland fro
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t f 1t, 11le the singe

N Fa v il p. &
e ide was noted

Wall-bed is Fmenlly

in 1938, Th ft., long °
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the erofter's
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frame

rk and thatéhing

favoured areasszs he

fashioning and govering the ho
repaired with imported wood,

i 2

imbe

bog 1 r which was admirably suited for the roof structure
| it was naturslly preserved and waes easlly eplit, I'he principal
partes of the Poof are the couple: (cuplai) w fﬂh,ruﬁ'ihl from
1 ide 118, meet a tie=beam (meide snaidhm) to whieh they
| re festened with one, two, or three woodesm pe e, (pionna) 13ins
| in 4% ter (fig. 29), An ext crofd=he: & generally,
- not always led Go strengthen the counles (fig. 264).
- e length of the couple snd the width of the tie-beam determine !
the slope of the roofs thek former also fixes the length and
idth of the house, ien the walls of the house have been
' ralsed to the regquired height, the couples snd tie-besm sre
| nbled st the correct angle on the ground, a: then ralsed
on to the stone-work, ihe inglde pasrt of the wall under th

be completed

|

1T9 | — 3

wal entinued abtova the =aun
T«4 3 1A }

plate 12). nere the couple

ins., wide

(=8 =Ta |

oé 1 3 ins., from
spece for the sods (fig. 26D)

ususa

have thelr ends

)y stones projectin

enerally flat strir

B i

=

upper purlir

vle and

)e

o

cholice

*e, Nowwdays

but previouely
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eteh only
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guailne), and fromthem to the

roof i1s feshioned,

There anre two meéthods of

or

gécond, and older method, 1is

support them,
& twofold part, os they

of supporting the purline

they transfix the serawe and

Iixturee in the roof structure

[
]
-
D
o
0
=]
(o]
b |
o]
.

the roof the required slope

the crofter has of

(sersithe) are
seythe blede, but today eif
radually cut,

freed of surplue soil, and 1

number have beéen cut to cover

until the =shoulder beam is

temporarily, A comg

o
=

u

a

ck

» and 1t also plsced on

@ first, and the modern me

-
*
»
-
-
e
an
-
=
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—

gpresad, These

1) ,WAleh rests on the

=0
'"Ralsl
»

oulder«-beam on tts

I wood which, beec

M

idge pole the rotundity of the
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1€ urlin: & there 8 CONn =
1 the ie=he or elsé

eoviEhe 1 1
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led on ¢ it of wood,
1A iry until a sufficient
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M are now regulated, cape being taken that they are

evenly on the laths, and

When these precautions have

thereby forming any overlap

treteh from the tops of the walls to ¢ i the other
glde of the roof.,

ridge (1): (b) by plecing two

a crowning one even

f—d
s
o |

ones on the sldes of the roof, st the shoulder polee: 1in both '
by 2f¢.,
cageg the sode are pbout ! A ’A? : ’
& . . - - | ] -
en the first layer of i 8 bed ixed wuj i¢ roof a

the roof.
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-
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i
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=i

thateh leld on the green side,

The di

nenslons of the sods vary in different loc

e

= 5 i ¥
| . $

Survivals", Antiquity, June 1939
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roof to be covered. In Gweedore, Clentles, Arddra, Teelin, and

Kileer to mention a fe eentres, the sod running up the roof and
measuring 10 to 12 ft,., long,. 14 to 2 ft,, broad, and 1 to 2 iag
thick, (fig.31), is used, while at Cloghs lenties, Knoefols,

and Fealearragh the amaller sod

-1
4]
~
O

-
-

-
-
-
(i ]
o
o
e
o]
-

Lo

length of thesod 1s elso determined by the area svailable to the

croiter ls agt constl i by g environmd t F at 18
to hand when thatening. In this pregail the = »ard may be

divided into two parts (1) the coastal region where two thatches
are used, bent grass in sandy areas
(raweenagh Pay, and the cosstel margine of the fosses, and (2)
the hinterlend of the immediate sesboard whieh is too far remove
ed from bent grass areas, so that oat straw is the common thetch,
In order to remove grain, the straw, which is to be use

for thatehing, is gently beaten and nof threshed, as thie would
breask the satelks, It is then dippedin a copper sulphate
solution which turns it a bright yellow and makes it last much

longer. After this the straw is taken in sheafs to the house,

« about 8 handfule per shesf « and

=
——
-]

(7S
-

lifted onto the
roof for the convenience of the thatehers Two men often do a
roof, one on each slde, with their helpers on the ground supply=
ing them with neceseities, because a thetcher never lesves the
roof unless for meeals, or when his day 1s finished, He works
alwaye from the upper gsblessEg in fig., 23, he started at the

near gable and finished at the byre; in fig., 27C at the chimney:




in Plate 1y, the far gable and end at the lower or byre gable.

.

the ridge and, having done the same on the other side, a cap of

9

the ridge to overlap the highest

—d

-
-
F
d

gtraw 1s put ove

i)
H

eide, much the same as the sods in fig. 26B, Like the placing

of the sode,
fhalehey

Whe: the, comes

every succespive layer overlaps en adjacent one,

to the chimney, be it stone or wood, the straw is

&4

ion of the thatching, this part gets special attention,
The finishi toue a8y be put to the thate progre

is gradually made along the roof, but generslly (Plate 13), 1t
o » ’

the ground how the straw covers the roof, the thatcher corrects

faultes,and then proceeds to smooth it out ,to comdb the laye:

one another, to remove ridges and runnels and, by skilfully cli

@

straw mantle: this is the resl testof his artistry, snd is the

part of the job that most

o
e |
i
-
o
=1
-
=
~
L]
-~
(=
o
(=
==
-

because the overlapping layers of thateh st be disturbed &
little as possible,
The articlees used in thatehing are a grude comb made of

piece of wood of convenlent sigze, about one foot long, containi
wire teethj and a pair of shears,
Ag an even balance ies gradually obtalned, the shaggy ears

are clipped off, and when the roof has all been treated and the

gtrawg combed down to cast off the rair

0]
-

Other thatehes that were once common were flax, barl

j
]

rye, but these have now dled out completely owing to thel

appeerance from the rotation.

c¢lipped and combed when the roof i1s completed, laving seen fi«

ing heavy parts, makes the surface appear as if it were a unifo:

The straw 1s spread on in layers about 2 ft,, wide up the roof te

ayers on eack

pulled well up round it and, when tying ecommences at the concluse

‘i)
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thateh along the whole west Donegal coast until the end of the

last eentury, but the death of the cottage line: industry, a:

"
o

well as & eheap substitute in the ne 1y introduced bent gra:

resulted in its complete disaprearance, eather and rushes are

etill used on outhouees (Plate 89), but not on dwellin 8, the

pith in the latter being retentive of moisture.

In winter time the crofter in Banagh slings extr: ropes
welghted with stones over hie roof to set as an added precaution
against an aceident, but in epring therce are removed, Themost
novel binders of all along the immediste comst sre disused
€ishing nets or wire netting (Plate 18). The Scottish fishinge
erofter also putes his disused net %o the same uce (1),

When a crofter cannot afford strawetheteh he substitutes
mountaln grass (ciob), black sedge (eiob dhubh), or grass of
Parnassus (Flonnan héﬁ), all of which are cut and dbbed in
Gutumn: the last 1s the most common of ell, as a thateh of ity
stands for 7 years and the roof need be stripped only about ever

50 yearse, A bent gress roof lasts for 3 years,

when thatehing with mountain gress, which 1 very easily
worked with, the chief €are is to =ee thet 1t 1ies flat and 4
combed down to shed the rain, This thateh 1s used extensively

-

in the Gweebara Bay coastal region where the croft

"

re averse ,

to bent which tends to remain sodden aft: rai 'heonly objeetw

111 1Ly
ion to mountain grass or black sedge 1s the great difficulty

entalled in gathering it. Aes 1t costSnot ing, however, and !

l, Jo Ay, Hamilton. People of All Nations, Part 41, 1
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there are no restrietions on eutting it,

a

1t 1s very muech in

favour in the srea mentioned and in the mountain valleys of

Banagh, were oast straw is used to more advantage,
Eily

Bent, which mon thateh all round the cosst, especs

ielly in the Rosses, is dying out as thatehin

.

wterial

owing t o government on 1te

use (videp. /2 ) and

becaure it h to be purchased, It epecial areas

’

sheafed and stooked, ike corn, snd delivered at 5/« a loa

on demand, on roof, it 1s shaken on the ground

to remove any sand would

8 i encourage dampneegs, Becsuce o
r'y e - t o s o o 243 & o - . - - = . il 4
its len; h, two longitudinal tns of pgrass-on each s=1de and a
erowning one over the ridge are suffieclent to thateh a roof.

Unlike straw, a thin scattering of fibres lying hori:

ontally is Bhaken over the combed thateh so as to allow

to grip: in the case of bent and mountain graes, 1t 1s this 1ip}
horigontal layer thet keeps the thaote proper in position.

-~
L

In the crse of both grase end strew the th

1€

o
| ¥}

callleach 1s a continuation of e fall of the roof (Plate 14),

and 1s just £

elightly above the level the roof th:

4
-

t gradually merges on each side in an even curve.

ihere are two methods of securing thateh « with seoll pe,
with ropes, Only one example of an ittempt at scollope was
at Dunglow (fig. 30). fHere hazel rode were stuek irregularly
into the roof without any attempt pegging them into the

ing sod th the customary manner, Sgollops are not in favour

he

as the crofters consider them unsafe in

4

=%y
P

roping bein

the only sef€ method, In the northern the

2 &
s

e

coast therope end iaf iret tied to a the

one peg (bacan), and

rope bhll thrown over the house to a person on the other eide,

(o

the ropes

teh into w ichi

underly-

eh an exposed coastlin

who

£

¢

|

re’

Oy




216
YT L N : y .
assletes in pleeing the line correctly with s rake head or hay

fork, esnd, having done so, gives 1t a twiet round the f
on his side, end returne the ball over the roof to the f irst
thrower, The ball is thrown back and forth over the house, &
turn being made round a bfecan before en ery throws in this way the
thatenh 1i: secured, Theonly additional ropes are, one roun
base of the chimney to secure the thate there, and a second along
the eaves and secured at the epnds either by nalls in the gables,
or elre by the more common peg (fig. 26A).

After a week or so, when the thateh hs settled, the ropes
are given a final tightening, 4And the peps holding therope along

the lower leyers firm Thies part

O
Ly
[4:]
cr
ag
r]
o
]
L=
5
|
o
4]
m
<
o
r
=
[+]
=t
-
31
—
5
&
&
™
f
et
&
=
o
m
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&

board runs not only cver the roof but elong 1t as well, The

bsecain slong the walls have counterparts in the neils + et run

along the gable topss In this case the horipontal ropes are laid!

my; and the ¢ ross
ropeés last, to tighten them, The former are kept in positior

by glving nesrly all the crossropes a twist round them (Plate 13).
Unllike the crossropes in the north, a single cord joine each

bacean, These ropes also hold the eave lat but additional ones

% o o ey i I
are thrown over the roof, separate from the binding ropes, to
1 the binding pee, to
secure 1it, e eave thateh 1s always neatly trimmed even in grasd
3 y trin 1 even in gra

thatching, An especlal feature about this type of thatehing 1ie

themanner in which 1t comes close to the grhle ed s and in the

cape of mountain gress, actually comees over the gable (Plates 3,

19). Thepointed gable with its protectin; ridge (Plate 1¥)
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takes the place of this festure in the north,

The ropes used today are hempen cords purchas

b

straw ropes twisted by » special instrument (cas sy

40) whieh, when worked by experienced men

thin straw rope that 1s the equal of any substitute,

man turns the emall handle, the bow at the top twi

fostened there, Ae the rope lengthens the twister

from the feeder until the riQL red amount is p

rolled into a ball for future uce, An early ty:

o 4

by Donegal erofters was of bogefir (1), a wood vhich splits

ily into strands for rope makin

by the people in Clare (2), and Tyrone, where it

into emall filsments before twisting (3),

of

The interior of a modern crofter's house had the

Lakdic 8 It wWae c [ lr'___E_ sed

1

prepareds

L#]

ain

cally, or

Plate

(Flate 2¢) produces a

. 4

moves

it

iile one

etrew

away

is ther

rope usged

i
Rl 255 L

end clesnliness that are connoted by lime-waghéd walles

¢lity of furniture, Generally speaking, the s=ole furniture 1s

;; & few chaire, a dresser with delph ware
& few religious pictures, The cloek is in 1ts
while pots and similer domestic utensils litter the
both doors, On the wall outside hange a shallow
dish which is in daily use for atraining potat
Formerly basins, buckets, and bowle ¥ ), like

fashioned of wood, but travelling tinkere introduc

Ll

ware that foreshadowed the disappesarsnce of the wood

le Jo MeParlan, Statistiesl Survey of Co. Donegal

2e¢ Je Binne, The Miseries and Beauties of Irelan
Pe 382,

Je Es Wakefield, Statistical and Politiecal Account

1812, Vol, I, p. 751,

-
i

wval

&

implicity

and pCaEI'=

4

Epace

¥ |

lIomeé=made

& C a

hole in the wall,
between

wicker

raads

)

bed, and
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Ihe arrangement of the furniture 1s an interesting feature

of the kitechen, The only article that seems to be In its naturel
position is the wall bed, the table belng awkwsrdly arranged al-Jg
the wall between the door esnd window(fig.30), and the modern cha iy
etriking an odd note nesr the firepleace or at the table, In the
olR kitehen (fi1g.23) there is no furniture, a eommon-place in old
Irish houses (1), stools taking the place of chairs, and most ime
portant of all, no table, uring the last century the erofter's
dietary, s well as his fire in the middle of the floor, would

indicate that a table wa: unneccessary in

1=

8 domestic life, And
even tnadny this custom seems to be perpetuated in sitting

3

children at the fire with the wiecker dish of potatoe » in all

&

owing all themembersof the family to est from

ihe only plece of furniture thatls not visible is the churn
(fg. 11) as it 1is kept In a room out of dasnger 'hle emall dagh
churn, which was so imperti nt in the days when transhumance was
practised, 1s unlike the small pot

t«bellied one in @Qonnems B In

che legs, Jjust 1like a quern

he inside of 16 walle are washed with lime made fror rhti“g
as it 1is iter than limestone, and the roof desubed with tar as

leakages oceur, The floor toeday is invariably conerete but the

ntalned a little wooden

block near the fireplace for standing pote on I'ne immediate
P

l, Miserles and Besutie: of Ireland, Vol I, p, 206,
2¢ Duntons Letters, No, 2. in MacLyeaght'e "17th,. Century Ireland
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prescinte of the hesrth ere flagged,

(a) a grant, (b) a losns the grant for repafre to the
free, but as 1t 1s always 1nsufflecient to complet 1t,
iz borrowed from the stete at a fixed interest, A E20

wool shearlng, and peat chttit$

Domestice duties are performed outside ss muech as possible,
the washing being done, as in the old days of the homespun, at a
lake or river side, the women standing in their tubs and tramping i
the e¢lothes, All gonkiﬂi for livestock done open air L
fires bullt at a convenlent distance from the house, )
To=day, slate and corrugated iron are repldly dieplaeing
thateh, =0 much so, that in the past 20 years in Ranafast and
Derrynamansher, Lower Rosses, 96 out of mesrly 100 thateched roofs
have disappeared and slated or tiled ones taken their place,
ile the thate as the dusl advantages of besuty and snugness,
it 1s unhygienic, highly inflammable and troublesome. :
Govermment loans are contributing to the dlesppearance of :
thatehed houses as few crofters fsll to avsll themselves of
financial help in improving thelr dwellinge. 'his 1s a strange
feature of the crofter temperement - the tendeney to improve the
>use and not the lands
State help for building is given the crofte in two wpys

be refunded &t 11/8 semi-annuelly for 30 yerrs, pald at the locs!
feir, Thile 8 where rents were peid in days gone by. If a
cerofter is extendi: 11s house he has not only to rehase
aterisl, but also to pay a loeasl builder 6/« a day to effect th
necegeary alterations, leighbours always assiss in bullding
operations in order to speed the work d lower the cost, and in
so doing,perpetuate the cust of old communsl gatherings for
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.E'!';.QT-

Mention of the house demands reference to the method of

=

15

. -4

ghting and heating. Every house has an oil lemp which is an

PN

nnovation only sinece the beginning of the present ce tury. Reed
candles and dipped Bog-fir splinters were universally used before
this, the rushes being cut in eutumn, Jriez snd used as required,
¢ skin of every rush was peeled off for two thirds it circume
ference, so that the pith and & fine strip of brown skink were
lef't to be Ji;;ﬁdgn some sort of grease, gezl or fish oil formere
ly, but lard and butter more recently, After this procecs the
rush becomes slightly curved, so that 1t could be fixed into a
split in a flat board which wes lsid on the window sil11 or wedged
in a wall, Feeling rushes wes disliked by chikdren, as the work

was both tedious end constant. Rus 8 rhed a 11

e
ct
-

slightly weaker then eandle light, and la=ted for ap; roximately
12 minutes, They were used, ”51fht £f£13 uhﬂ”t”’ ey iy
Ireland (1), and later still aroused the interest of Fynee
:-nlaz.:;-ﬁ':' (:-:)“

Working the gurf bank is undoubtedly the most exacting of
the crofter's eccupations not only because of the uncertainty of
the results but because of the high labour cost. The importance
of peat in the crofting economy cannot be over-estimsted, begasuse
i1t is Intimately related with the fireplace, the centre of all

domestle sctivities, and contributes towards the st rengtheni:

of the kinship bond by encoursging soeial grou

le Ay Soclal History of Aneilent Ireland; p., 162,
e llo Morley. Ireland under Elizebeth and James I, 3890, p.429




Peatecutting, onece a ecommunal event,

men, one using the

done by three

and theother two ¢atehing and spreading

‘nately,

ed are usually neighbours who

men er .-'L'_'L'_
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Map showing Roads recommended for improvement,
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